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45 Master Characters
The bestselling, "gripping" (Entertainment Weekly), "powerful" (Hypable), "utterly thrilling"
(Paste.com) winner of the Edgar Award for Best Young Adult Mystery. Perfect for readers of
Kristin Hannah and Ruta Sepetys. Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and
delivering sought-after black market goods to paying customers, her nights hiding the true
nature of her work from her concerned parents, and every waking moment mourning her
boyfriend, who was killed on the Dutch front lines when the Germans invaded. She likes to
think of her illegal work as a small act of rebellion. On a routine delivery, a client asks Hanneke
for help. Expecting to hear that Mrs. Janssen wants meat or kerosene, Hanneke is shocked by
the older woman's frantic plea to find a person--a Jewish teenager Mrs. Janssen had been
hiding, who has vanished from a secret room without a trace. Hanneke initially wants nothing
to do with such dangerous work, but is ultimately drawn into a web of mysteries and stunning
revelations that lead her into the heart of the resistance, open her eyes to the horrors of the
Nazi war machine, and compel her to take desperate action. Beautifully written, intricately
plotted, and meticulously researched, Girl in the Blue Coat is an extraordinary novel about
bravery, grief, and love in impossible times. *Don't miss Monica Hesse's newest masterwork of
historical fiction: They Went Left*
Sungchul Kim, the man who reached the pinnacle of physical strength. Wielding the divine
hammer, Fal Garaz, he goes on a quest to defeat the Demon King and put an end to the
Calamities. However, having almost reached the end of his quest, he hits a wall which cannot
be overcome by pure force. Resolved to do anything to accomplish his goal, he hides his
identity and returns to the place where everything began all those years ago. To start anew on
the path of Magic for the sake of a promise. His dismal past, his difficult present, and his
desperate future constantly weighs on his mind. His name inspires dread in all, and even those
saved by his hands wish him death. For he is- The Enemy of the World.
The best kind of knowledge is uncommon knowledge. Okay, so maybe you know all the stuff
you're supposed to know--that there are teenier things than atoms, that Remembrance of
Things Past has something to do with a perfumed cookie, that the Monroe Doctrine means we
get to take over small South American countries when we feel like it. But really, is this kind of
knowledge going to make you the hit of the cocktail party, or the loser spending forty-five
minutes examining the host's bookshelves? Wouldn't you rather learn things like how the
invention of the bicycle affected the evolution of underwear? Or that the 1949 Nobel Prize for
Medicine was awarded to a doctor who performed lobotomies with a household ice pick? Or
how Catherine the Great really died? Or that heroin was sold over the counter not too long
ago? For the truly well-rounded "intellectual," nothing fascinates so much as the subversive,
the contrarian, the suppressed, and the bizarre. Richard Zacks, auto-didact extraordinaire, has
unloosed his admittedly strange mind and astonishing research abilities upon the entire
spectrum of human knowledge, ferreting out endlessly fascinating facts, stories, photos, and
images guaranteed to make you laugh, gasp in wonder, and occasionally shudder at the
depths of human depravity. The result of his labors is this fantastically illustrated quasiencyclopedia that provides alternative takes on art, business, crime, science, medicine, sex
(lots of that), and many other facets of human experience. Immensely entertaining, and
arguably enlightening, An Underground Education is the only book that explains the birth of
motion pictures using photos of naked baseball players. Richard Zacks is the author of History
Laid Bare: Love, Sex and Perversity from the Ancient Etruscans to Warren G. Harding, which
was excerpted in classy magazines like Harper's and earned the attention of the even classier
New York Times, which noted that "Zacks specializes in the raunchy and perverse." The
Georgia State Legislature voted on whether to ban the book from public libraries. He has
studied Arabic, Greek, Latin, French, Italian, and Hebrew, and received the Phillips Classical
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Greek Award at the University of Michigan. He has also told his publisher that he made a living
in Cairo cheating royalty from a certain Arab country at games of chance, although the claim
remains unverified. His writing has appeared in the New York Times, The Atlantic Monthly,
Time, Life, Sports Illustrated, The Village Voice, TV Guide, and similarly diverse publications.
Zacks is married and busy warping the minds of his two children, Georgia and Ziegfield. He
resides in New York City, and can be reached via e-mail at rzacks@echonyc.com.
Explores the most common male and female fictional archetypes, provides instructions for
using them to create your own original characters, and gives examples of how other authors
have brought such archetypes to life in novels, film and television. Worksheets are then
included for writers to develop and map the lives of their own characters.
Build a Timeless, Original Story Using Hundreds of Classic Story Motifs! It's been said that
there are no new ideas; but there are proven ideas that have worked again and again for all
writers for hundreds of years. Story Structure Architect is your comprehensive reference to the
classic recurring story structures used by every great author throughout the ages. You'll find
master models for characters, plots, and complication motifs, along with guidelines for
combining them to create unique short stories, novels, scripts, or plays. You'll also learn how
to: • Build compelling stories that don't get bogged down in the middle • Select character
journeys and create conflicts • Devise subplots and plan dramatic situations • Develop the
supporting characters you need to make your story work Especially featured are the standard
dramatic situations inspire by Georges Polti's well-known 19th century work, The Thirty-Six
Dramatic Situations. But author Victoria Schmidt puts a 21st-century spin on these timeless
classics and offers fifty-five situations to inspire your creativity and allow you even more writing
freedom. Story Structure Architect will give you the mold and then help you break it. This
browsable and interactive book offers everything you need to craft a complete, original, and
satisfying story sure to keep readers hooked!
A riveting and powerful story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship and an indestructible
love
Create unforgettable characters your readers will love! 45 Master Characters will make your
characters and their stories more compelling, complex and original than ever before. You'll
explore the most common male and female archetypes—the mythic, cross-cultural models from
which all characters originate—and learn how to use them as foundations for your own unique
characters. Examples culled from literature, television and film illustrate just how memorable
and effective these archetypes can be—from "Gladiators" and "Kings" like Rocky Balboa and
Captain Ahab to "Amazons" and "Maidens" like Xena and Guinevere. The mythic journeys of
heroes and heroines—the progression of events upon which each archetype's character arc
develops—are also examined. Building such a "journey" into your character's story will enable
you to stop worrying about what happens next and get on with telling your tale. It's a powerpacked method for creating characters that stand the test of time!
The hauntingly prophetic classic novel set in a not-too-distant future where books are burned
by a special task force of firemen. 'Another indispensable classic' The Times ''Ray Bradbury's
gift for storytelling reshaped our culture and expanded our world' Barack Obama Guy Montag
is a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are forbidden, being the source of all discord and
unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there is discord in his marriage. Are books hidden
in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire Department, armed with a lethal hypodermic,
escorted by helicopters, is ready to track down those dissidents who defy society to preserve
and read books. The classic dystopian novel of a post-literate future, Fahrenheit 451 stands
alongside Orwell's 1984 and Huxley's Brave New World as a prophetic account of Western
civilization's enslavement by the media, drugs and conformity. Bradbury's powerful and poetic
prose combines with uncanny insight into the potential of technology to create a novel which,
decades on from first publication, still has the power to dazzle and shock.
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Amoral, cunning, ruthless, and instructive, this multi-million-copy New York Times bestseller is
the definitive manual for anyone interested in gaining, observing, or defending against ultimate
control – from the author of The Laws of Human Nature. In the book that People magazine
proclaimed “beguiling” and “fascinating,” Robert Greene and Joost Elffers have distilled three
thousand years of the history of power into 48 essential laws by drawing from the philosophies
of Machiavelli, Sun Tzu, and Carl Von Clausewitz and also from the lives of figures ranging
from Henry Kissinger to P.T. Barnum. Some laws teach the need for prudence (“Law 1: Never
Outshine the Master”), others teach the value of confidence (“Law 28: Enter Action with
Boldness”), and many recommend absolute self-preservation (“Law 15: Crush Your Enemy
Totally”). Every law, though, has one thing in common: an interest in total domination. In a bold
and arresting two-color package, The 48 Laws of Power is ideal whether your aim is conquest,
self-defense, or simply to understand the rules of the game.
This remarkable and monumental book at last provides a comprehensive answer to the ageold riddle of whether there are only a small number of 'basic stories' in the world. Using a
wealth of examples, from ancient myths and folk tales via the plays and novels of great
literature to the popular movies and TV soap operas of today, it shows that there are seven
archetypal themes which recur throughout every kind of storytelling. But this is only the prelude
to an investigation into how and why we are 'programmed' to imagine stories in these ways,
and how they relate to the inmost patterns of human psychology. Drawing on a vast array of
examples, from Proust to detective stories, from the Marquis de Sade to E.T., Christopher
Booker then leads us through the extraordinary changes in the nature of storytelling over the
past 200 years, and why so many stories have 'lost the plot' by losing touch with their
underlying archetypal purpose. Booker analyses why evolution has given us the need to tell
stories and illustrates how storytelling has provided a uniquely revealing mirror to mankind's
psychological development over the past 5000 years. This seminal book opens up in an
entirely new way our understanding of the real purpose storytelling plays in our lives, and will
be a talking point for years to come.
This volume considers the Russian writer Bulgakov's work, The master and Margarita. It opens
with the editor's general introduction, discussing the work in the context of the writer's oeuvre
as well as its place within the Russian literary tradition. The introductory section also includes
considerations of existing translations and of textual problems in the original Russian. The
following sections contain several wide-ranging articles by other scholars, primary sources and
background material such as letters, memoirs, early reviews and maps.
A dramatic comedy combines high comedy with social commentary in deflating misconceptions
about love and warfare.
Kamran Smith has it all. He's the star of the football team, dates the most popular girl in school,
and can't wait to join the Army like his big brother, Darius. Although Kamran's family hails from
Iran, Kamran has always felt 100% American. Accepted. And then everything implodes. Darius
is accused of being a terrorist. Kamran refuses to believe it, but the evidence is there -- Darius
has been filmed making threats against his country, hinting at an upcoming deadly attack.
Kamran's friends turn on him -- suddenly, in their eyes, he's a terrorist, too. Kamran knows it's
up to him to clear his brother's name. In a race against time, Kamran must piece together a
series of clues and codes that will lead him to Darius -- and the truth. But is it a truth Kamran is
ready to face? And is he putting his own life at risk?
Create unforgettable characters your readers will love! Want to make your characters and their
stories more compelling, complex, and original than ever before? 45 Master Characters is here
to help you explore the most common male and female archetypes--the mythic, cross-cultural
models from which all characters originate. Explore a wide variety of character profiles
including heroes, villains, and supporting characters. Learn how to use archetypes as
foundations for your own unique characters Examine the mythic journeys of heroes and
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heroines--the progression of events upon which each archetype's character arc develops--and
learn how to use them to enhance your story. Complete with examples culled from literature,
television, and film, 45 Master Characters illustrates just how memorable and effective these
archetypes can be--from "Gladiators" and "Kings" like Rocky Balboa and Captain Ahab to
"Amazons" and "Maidens" like Wonder Woman and Guinevere. Great heroes and villains are
necessary to bring any story to life; let this guide help you create characters that stand the test
of time.
Strategies for building large systems that can be easily adapted for new situations with only
minor programming modifications. Time pressures encourage programmers to write code that
works well for a narrow purpose, with no room to grow. But the best systems are evolvable;
they can be adapted for new situations by adding code, rather than changing the existing code.
The authors describe techniques they have found effective--over their combined 100-plus
years of programming experience--that will help programmers avoid programming themselves
into corners. The authors explore ways to enhance flexibility by: • Organizing systems using
combinators to compose mix-and-match parts, ranging from small functions to whole
arithmetics, with standardized interfaces • Augmenting data with independent annotation
layers, such as units of measurement or provenance • Combining independent pieces of
partial information using unification or propagation • Separating control structure from problem
domain with domain models, rule systems and pattern matching, propagation, and dependencydirected backtracking • Extending the programming language, using dynamically extensible
evaluators
Identifies and analyzes twenty common plots, including revenge, rivalry, adventure, maturation,
and love, discusses physical and character plots, and offers advice for developing a story

45 Master Characters, Revised EditionMythic Models for Creating Original
CharactersWriter's Digest Books
A white South African teenager's relationships with his parents and, more
particularly, with two of their Black servants--Willie and Sam--have a painful,
tragic outcome
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A twisting,
haunting true-life murder mystery about one of the most monstrous crimes in
American history, from the author of The Lost City of Z. In the 1920s, the richest
people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma.
After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured
automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe. Then,
one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman,
Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another
was poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as more and more Osage were
dying under mysterious circumstances, and many of those who dared to
investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll rose, the
newly created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover,
turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery.
White put together an undercover team, including a Native American agent who
infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to expose one of the
most chilling conspiracies in American history.
From Sex to Schizophrenia: Everything You Need to Develop Your Characters!
&break;&break;What makes a person commit a white-collar crime? Who is a
Page 4/10

Read Online 45 Master Characters
likely candidate to join a cult? Why do children have imaginary friends? How
does birth order affect whether or not a person gets married? When does mind
over matter become a crippling problem? &break;&break;Writer's Guide to
Character Traits, 2nd edition answers all of these questions and many others.
With more than 400 easy-to-reference lists of traits blended from a variety of
behaviors and influences, you'll gain the knowledge you need to create distinctive
characters whose personalities correspond to their thoughts and actions - no
matter how normal or psychotic they might be. In this updated and expanded
edition, you'll also find: &break;&break; Comprehensive instruction on how to use
this book&break; New statistical information to help you create true-to-life
characters&break; Corresponding exercises that show you how to put the
material to work in your stories&break; A quick-reference index to make crossreferencing a snap&break; Idea sparkers to get your thoughts out of your head
and onto the page &break;&break;Plus, you'll learn about common - and not so
common - psychological, physical, and relationship disorders; delve into the
minds of criminals; find out what it takes to be a professional athlete, scientist,
and truck driver; discover what life is like for a gang member, suicidal teen, and
alcoholic; and more. &break;&break;In Writer's Guide to Character Traits, 2nd
edition, note psychologist and author Dr. Linda Edelstein takes you beyond
generic personality types and into the depths of the human psyche where you're
sure to find the resources you need to make your characters stand out from the
crowd.
Master storyteller Christopher Paul Curtis's Newbery Honor novel, featuring his
trademark humor and unique narrative voice, is now part of the Scholastic Gold
line!
From the #1 Best-Selling author, Jeff Ashworth, comes the latest addition to The
Game Master series, with more than 500 NPCs ready to populate your campaign
whenever you need them! As is often the case in tabletop roleplaying games,
players often venture into locales or look for answers in places and among
people busy Game Masters simply didn’t anticipate. Or, just as often, an
adventure won't have fully fleshed out characters in place for the locations and
encounters outlined for gameplay. The Game Master's Book of Non-Player
Characters solves these issues and more by providing Game Masters with the
information they need to “fill in the holes” in their campaign play. It will enable
GMs to instantly add depth, color, motivation and unique physical characteristics
at a moment's notice to unexpected or underwritten characters as they pop up
during gameplay, ensuring every session is a memorable one for players and
GMs alike. This edition also includes more than 50 hand-drawn illustrations of
select NPCs detailed in the book, 3 bonus one-shot adventures, and a foreword
by online influencer Jasmine Bhullar.
Shedding profound natural light on the inner lives of migrant workers, Jaime
Cortez’s debut collection ushers in a new era of American literature that gives
voice to a marginalized generation of migrant workers in the West. The first-ever
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collection of short stories by Jaime Cortez, Gordo is set in a migrant workers
camp near Watsonville, California in the 1970s. A young, probably gay, boy
named Gordo puts on a wrestler’s mask and throws fists with a boy in the
neighborhood, fighting his own tears as he tries to grow into the idea of manhood
so imposed on him by his father. As he comes of age, Gordo learns about sex,
watches his father’s drunken fights, and discovers even his own documented
Mexican-American parents are wary of illegal migrants. Fat Cookie, high schooler
and resident artist, uses tiny library pencils to draw huge murals of graffiti flowers
along the camp’s blank walls, the words “CHICANO POWER” boldly lettered
across, until she runs away from home one day with her mother’s boyfriend,
Manny, and steals her mother’s Panasonic radio for a final dance competition
among the camp kids before she disappears. And then there are Los Tigres, the
perfect pair of twins so dark they look like indios, Pepito and Manuel, who show
up at Gyrich Farms every season without fail. Los Tigres, champion drinkers, end
up assaulting each other in a drunken brawl, until one of them is rushed to the
emergency room still slumped in an upholstered chair tied to the back of a pickup truck. These scenes from Steinbeck Country seen so intimately from within
are full of humor, family drama, and a sweet frankness about serious matters –
who belongs to America and how are they treated? How does one learn decency,
when laborers, grown adults, must fear for their lives and livelihoods as they try
to do everything to bring home a paycheck? Written with balance and poise,
Cortez braids together elegant and inviting stories about life on a California
camp, in essence redefining what all-American means.
The first book in the revolutionary New York Times bestselling Expanse series, a
modern masterwork of science fiction. Leviathan Wakes introduces Captain
James Holden, his crew, and Detective Miller as they unravel a horrifying solar
system wide conspiracy that begins with a single missing girl. Now a Prime
Original series. Humanity has colonized the solar system - Mars, the Moon, the
Asteroid Belt and beyond - but the stars are still out of our reach. Jim Holden is
XO of an ice miner making runs from the rings of Saturn to the mining stations of
the Belt. When he and his crew stumble upon a derelict ship, the Scopuli, they
find themselves in possession of a secret they never wanted. A secret that
someone is willing to kill for - and kill on a scale unfathomable to Jim and his
crew. War is brewing in the system unless he can find out who left the ship and
why. Detective Miller is looking for a girl. One girl in a system of billions, but her
parents have money and money talks. When the trail leads him to the Scopuli
and rebel sympathizer Holden, he realizes that this girl may be the key to
everything. Holden and Miller must thread the needle between the Earth
government, the Outer Planet revolutionaries, and secretive corporations - and
the odds are against them. But out in the Belt, the rules are different, and one
small ship can change the fate of the universe. "Interplanetary adventure the way
it ought to be written." - George R. R. Martin The ExpanseLeviathan
WakesCaliban's WarAbaddon's GateCibola BurnNemesis GamesBabylon's
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AshesPersepolis RisingTiamat's Wrath The Expanse Short FictionThe Butcher of
Anderson StationGods of RiskThe ChurnThe Vital AbyssStrange DogsAuberon
A NEW YORK TIMES, USA TODAY, and WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER! A 2021 Alex
Award winner! The 2021 RUSA Reading List: Fantasy Winner! An Indie Next Pick! One of
Publishers Weekly's "Most Anticipated Books of Spring 2020" One of Book Riot’s “20 MustRead Feel-Good Fantasies” Lambda Literary Award-winning author TJ Klune’s bestselling,
breakout contemporary fantasy that's "1984 meets The Umbrella Academy with a pinch of
Douglas Adams thrown in." (Gail Carriger) Linus Baker is a by-the-book case worker in the
Department in Charge of Magical Youth. He's tasked with determining whether six dangerous
magical children are likely to bring about the end of the world. Arthur Parnassus is the master
of the orphanage. He would do anything to keep the children safe, even if it means the world
will burn. And his secrets will come to light. The House in the Cerulean Sea is an enchanting
love story, masterfully told, about the profound experience of discovering an unlikely family in
an unexpected place—and realizing that family is yours. "1984 meets The Umbrella Academy
with a pinch of Douglas Adams thrown in." —Gail Carriger, New York Times bestselling author
of Soulless At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management
Software (DRM) applied.
Racing to freedom with thousands of other refugees as Russian forces close in on their homes
in East Prussia, Joana, Emilia, and Florian meet aboard the doomed Wilhelm Gustloff and are
forced to trust each other in order to survive.
It takes a graveyard to raise a child. Nobody Owens, known as Bod, is a normal boy. He would
be completely normal if he didn't live in a graveyard, being raised by ghosts, with a guardian
who belongs to neither the world of the living nor the dead. There are adventures in the
graveyard for a boy—an ancient Indigo Man, a gateway to the abandoned city of ghouls, the
strange and terrible Sleer. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, he will be in danger from the man
Jack—who has already killed Bod's family.
The highly original satire about Oedipa Maas, a woman who finds herself enmeshed in a
worldwide conspiracy, meets some extremely interesting characters and attains a not
inconsiderable amount of self-knowledge.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK • Ghana, eighteenth century: two half sisters are born
into different villages, each unaware of the other. One will marry an Englishman and lead a life
of comfort in the palatial rooms of the Cape Coast Castle. The other will be captured in a raid
on her village, imprisoned in the very same castle, and sold into slavery. One of Oprah’s Best
Books of the Year and a PEN/Hemingway award winner, Homegoing follows the parallel paths
of these sisters and their descendants through eight generations: from the Gold Coast to the
plantations of Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. Yaa Gyasi’s
extraordinary novel illuminates slavery’s troubled legacy both for those who were taken and
those who stayed—and shows how the memory of captivity has been inscribed on the soul of
our nation.
When her owner dies at the start of the Revolution, a greedy nephew keeps Isabel and her
younger sister enslaved and sells them to Loyalists in New York, where Isabel is offered the
chance to spy for the Patriots.
Originally published: Hollywood, CA: Lone Eagle Pub., c2000.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A modern American epic set against the panorama of
contemporary politics and culture—a hurtling, page-turning mystery that is equal parts The
Great Gatsby and The Bonfire of the Vanities NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY NPR • PBS • HARPER’S BAZAAR • ESQUIRE • FINANCIAL TIMES • THE
TIMES OF INDIA On the day of Barack Obama’s inauguration, an enigmatic billionaire from
foreign shores takes up residence in the architectural jewel of “the Gardens,” a cloistered
community in New York’s Greenwich Village. The neighborhood is a bubble within a bubble,
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and the residents are immediately intrigued by the eccentric newcomer and his family. Along
with his improbable name, untraceable accent, and unmistakable whiff of danger, Nero Golden
has brought along his three adult sons: agoraphobic, alcoholic Petya, a brilliant recluse with a
tortured mind; Apu, the flamboyant artist, sexually and spiritually omnivorous, famous on
twenty blocks; and D, at twenty-two the baby of the family, harboring an explosive secret even
from himself. There is no mother, no wife; at least not until Vasilisa, a sleek Russian expat,
snags the septuagenarian Nero, becoming the queen to his king—a queen in want of an heir.
Our guide to the Goldens’ world is their neighbor René, an ambitious young filmmaker.
Researching a movie about the Goldens, he ingratiates himself into their household. Seduced
by their mystique, he is inevitably implicated in their quarrels, their infidelities, and, indeed,
their crimes. Meanwhile, like a bad joke, a certain comic-book villain embarks upon a crass
presidential run that turns New York upside-down. Set against the strange and exuberant
backdrop of current American culture and politics, The Golden House also marks Salman
Rushdie’s triumphant and exciting return to realism. The result is a modern epic of love and
terrorism, loss and reinvention—a powerful, timely story told with the daring and panache that
make Salman Rushdie a force of light in our dark new age. Praise for The Golden House “[A]
modern masterpiece . . . telling a story full of wonder and leaving you marveling at how it ever
came out of the author’s head.”—Associated Press “Wildly satiric and yet piercingly real . . . If
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Homer, Euripides, and Shakespeare collaborated on a contemporary fall-ofan-empire epic set in New York City, the result would be The Golden House.”—Poets & Writers
“A tonic addition to American—no, world!—literature . . . a Greek tragedy with Indian roots and
New York coordinates.”—San Francisco Chronicle

“A perfect book”—and basis for the Maggie Smith film—about a teacher who makes a
lasting impression on her female students in the years before World War II (Chicago
Tribune). “Give me a girl at an impressionable age, and she is mine for life!” So asserts
Jean Brodie, a magnetic, dubious, and sometimes comic teacher at the conservative
Marcia Blaine School for Girls in Edinburgh. Brodie selects six favorite pupils to
mold—and she doesn’t stop with just their intellectual lives. She has a plan for them all,
including how they will live, whom they will love, and what sacrifices they will make to
uphold her ideals. When the girls reach adulthood and begin to find their own destinies,
Jean Brodie’s indelible imprint is a gift to some, and a curse to others. The Prime of
Miss Jean Brodie is Spark’s masterpiece, a novel that offers one of twentieth-century
English literature’s most iconic and complex characters—a woman at once admirable
and sinister, benevolent and conniving. This ebook features an illustrated biography of
Muriel Spark including rare photos and never-before-seen documents from the author’s
archive at the National Library of Scotland.
“Intricate and nuanced—on par with the best top-flight psychological suspense.” —L.A.
Times INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER From master of suspense Lisa Unger comes a
riveting thriller about a chance encounter that unravels a stunning web of lies. Selena
Murphy is commuting home on the train when she strikes up a conversation with a
beautiful stranger in the next seat. The woman introduces herself as Martha and soon
confesses that she’s been stuck in an affair with her boss. Selena, in turn, confesses
that she suspects her husband is sleeping with the nanny. When the train arrives at
Selena’s station, the two women part ways, presumably never to meet again. Then the
nanny disappears. As Selena is pulled into the mystery of what happened, and as the
fractures in her marriage grow deeper, she begins to wonder, who was Martha really?
But she is hardly prepared for what she’ll discover… Looking for more gripping
suspense? Check out Last Girl Ghosted, also from New York Times bestselling thriller
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writer Lisa Unger.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST YA
BOOKS OF ALL TIME The extraordinary, beloved novel about the ability of books to
feed the soul even in the darkest of times. When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It
is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier,
and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich,
who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters
something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father,
she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing
raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing
that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the
Messenger, has given us one of the most enduring stories of our time. “The kind of
book that can be life-changing.” —The New York Times “Deserves a place on the same
shelf with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank.” —USA Today DON’T MISS
BRIDGE OF CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.
Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old
orphan Samuel Collier settles in the new colony of James Town, where he must quickly
learn to distinguish between friend and foe. Reprint.
#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "A harrowing tale of the perils of high-altitude climbing,
a story of bad luck and worse judgment and of heartbreaking heroism." —PEOPLE A
bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but journalistmountaineer Jon Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that
"suggested that a murderous storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm,
which claimed five lives and left countless more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden
disarray, would also provide the impetus for Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic account of
the May 1996 disaster. By writing Into Thin Air, Krakauer may have hoped to exorcise
some of his own demons and lay to rest some of the painful questions that still surround
the event. He takes great pains to provide a balanced picture of the people and events
he witnessed and gives due credit to the tireless and dedicated Sherpas. He also
avoids blasting easy targets such as Sandy Pittman, the wealthy socialite who brought
an espresso maker along on the expedition. Krakauer's highly personal inquiry into the
catastrophe provides a great deal of insight into what went wrong. But for Krakauer
himself, further interviews and investigations only lead him to the conclusion that his
perceived failures were directly responsible for a fellow climber's death. Clearly,
Krakauer remains haunted by the disaster, and although he relates a number of
incidents in which he acted selflessly and even heroically, he seems unable to view
those instances objectively. In the end, despite his evenhanded and even generous
assessment of others' actions, he reserves a full measure of vitriol for himself. This
updated trade paperback edition of Into Thin Air includes an extensive new postscript
that sheds fascinating light on the acrimonious debate that flared between Krakauer
and Everest guide Anatoli Boukreev in the wake of the tragedy. "I have no doubt that
Boukreev's intentions were good on summit day," writes Krakauer in the postscript,
dated August 1999. "What disturbs me, though, was Boukreev's refusal to acknowledge
the possibility that he made even a single poor decision. Never did he indicate that
perhaps it wasn't the best choice to climb without gas or go down ahead of his clients."
As usual, Krakauer supports his points with dogged research and a good dose of
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humility. But rather than continue the heated discourse that has raged since Into Thin
Air's denouncement of guide Boukreev, Krakauer's tone is conciliatory; he points most
of his criticism at G. Weston De Walt, who coauthored The Climb, Boukreev's version
of events. And in a touching conclusion, Krakauer recounts his last conversation with
the late Boukreev, in which the two weathered climbers agreed to disagree about
certain points. Krakauer had great hopes to patch things up with Boukreev, but the
Russian later died in an avalanche on another Himalayan peak, Annapurna I. In 1999,
Krakauer received an Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy of Arts
and Letters--a prestigious prize intended "to honor writers of exceptional
accomplishment." According to the Academy's citation, "Krakauer combines the
tenacity and courage of the finest tradition of investigative journalism with the stylish
subtlety and profound insight of the born writer. His account of an ascent of Mount
Everest has led to a general reevaluation of climbing and of the commercialization of
what was once a romantic, solitary sport; while his account of the life and death of
Christopher McCandless, who died of starvation after challenging the Alaskan
wilderness, delves even more deeply and disturbingly into the fascination of nature and
the devastating effects of its lure on a young and curious mind."
This book describes contemporary woman's search for wholeness in a society in which
she has been defined according to masculine values. Drawing upon cultural myths and
fairy tales, ancient symbols and goddesses, and the dreams of contemporary women,
Murdock illustrates the need for—and the reality of—feminine values in Western culture
today.
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