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In this two-part biography, Field Marshal Wavell, charts the rise of the 1st Viscount
Allenby, from a lowly cavalry lieutenant to the rank of Field Marshal. Allenby was
commissioned into the 6th Dragoons in 1880, well-liked by his contemporaries but
never considered overly talented. However under fire and in contact with the enemy
during the Boer War, Allenby’s talents began to come to the fore; tough and
disciplined, he was rapidly promoted with each battlefield success. Afflicted by a rabid
temper, which led to towering rages at subordinates, he was nicknamed “The Bull”.
When Europe descended into chaos and the horrors of the First World War in 1914,
Allenby was given command of the only British cavalry brigade to be sent to France in
1914. The cavalry distinguished itself in the chaotic fighting of 1914, particularly at the
First Battle of Ypres. As trench warfare removed any possibility of a war of movement,
Allenby transferred to command of V Corps and then to lead Third Army. Allenby’s
tactics including frequent counterattacks led to heavy casualties would lead to his
transfer to Egypt. Allenby organised, planned and executed the campaign across Egypt
and the Palestine that threw the Ottoman army back all the way Aleppo before the
armistice in 1918. Allenby would stay on in Egypt as High Commissioner between
1919-1925, dealing with the fluid and tricky politics of the area before his eventual
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retirement. “Here is a piece of work well done and apt reading for the times. General
Wavell is at once the pupil and successor of his great Palestine commander, and is
qualified also by sobriety, detachment of view, and a gift of clear, concise writing. Three
factors have combined...the skill of the very competent biographer; the crescendo of
interest, culminating in one of the most brilliantly conceived victories in history, and, last
and most, the rugged splendour of Allenby’s character.”—SIR RONALD STORRS, in
The Spectator.
Edmund Allenby, Viscount Allenby of Megiddo and Felixstowe, as he became later, was
the principal British military figure in the Middle East from 1917 to 1919. He fulfilled a
similar proconsular role in Egypt from the latter year until 1925. In these two roles
Allenby's eight years in the Middle East were of great impact, and in probing his life an
especially revealing window can be found through which to observe closely and
understand more fully the history that has resulted in the terminal roil afflicting the
Middle East and international affairs today. In this biography Brad Faught explores the
events and actions of Allenby's life, examining his thinking on both the British Empire
and the post-World War I international order. Faught brings clarity to Allenby's decisive
impact on British imperial policy in the making of the modern Middle East, and thereby
on the long arc of the region's continuing and controversial place in world affairs.

This is a new release of the original 1941 edition.
Om Allenby og hans liv og oplevelser i Ægypten i perioden 1918 til 1925.
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The Palestine Campaign of the First World War exhibited a fighting style that
brought with it various challenges in mission command. While General Allenby,
commanding the Allied Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF), gained several
victories in the early stages of the campaign, he did not comprehensively defeat
the Turkish forces in Palestine. He drove them away from their defensive line, but
they escaped, avoided destruction, and retreated north to re-establish a defense
and engage the EEF at later date. This thesis argues that General Allenby did not
achieve the great successes at the battles of Beersheba, Gaza, Sheria, and the
pursuit of Turkish forces that ended with Allenby’s capture of Jerusalem. Instead,
Allenby had to learn how to succeed in Palestine to finally destroy the armies of
the Ottoman Empire in Palestine at the battle of Megiddo in September 1918.
The research in this study highlights the mission command challenges in
Allenby’s early campaigns and how he learned to overcome them and adapt his
tactics to achieve complete victory at the battle of Megiddo. This thesis will use
the tenets of mission command, consisting preparation, combined arms,
prioritization of resources, and communication, to examine General Allenby’s
Palestine campaign. Mission command, both a function of war and a philosophy
of leadership comprises one of the key facets of military thought that leaders
must consider in order to achieve complete victory.
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This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it
may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed
pages. Because we believe this work is culturally important, we have made it
available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, and promoting the
world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the
original work.
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