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The papers in this book present, for the first time, the world of warfare, both
defensive and offensive, from the Classical periods to end of the Middle Ages in
one collection. These scholarships have attracted ancient writers and generals
and nowadays historians, archaeologists and researchers poliorcetics. Military
historiography and ancient manuals are well familiar from the Classical period
throughout the Hellenistic great battlefields until the end of the Middle Ages, the
chronological scope of this codex. The current book is the first to encompass this
long array of time while trying to enrich the reader with the continuity,
development and regression in the different periods and spheres of the ancient
poliorcetics and beyond; the papers presented here are focusing on the physical
fortifications, besieging and defense techniques, development and efficiency of
ancient projectiles and sieging machinery, battlefields and the historiographical
evidence. The X papers of the book, are written by some of the best scholars in
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their field, presenting here for the first time the results of their research, in the
west and in the east.
How do armies fight and what makes them victorious on the modern battlefield?
In Divided Armies, Jason Lyall challenges long-standing answers to this classic
question by linking the fate of armies to their levels of inequality. Introducing the
concept of military inequality, Lyall demonstrates how a state's prewar choices
about the citizenship status of ethnic groups within its population determine
subsequent battlefield performance. Treating certain ethnic groups as secondclass citizens, either by subjecting them to state-sanctioned discrimination or,
worse, violence, undermines interethnic trust, fuels grievances, and leads
victimized soldiers to subvert military authorities once war begins. The higher an
army's inequality, Lyall finds, the greater its rates of desertion, side-switching,
casualties, and use of coercion to force soldiers to fight. In a sweeping historical
investigation, Lyall draws on Project Mars, a new dataset of 250 conventional
wars fought since 1800, to test this argument. Project Mars breaks with prior
efforts by including overlooked non-Western wars while cataloguing new patterns
of inequality and wartime conduct across hundreds of belligerents. Combining
historical comparisons and statistical analysis, Lyall also marshals evidence from
nine wars, ranging from the Eastern Fronts of World Wars I and II to less familiar
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wars in Africa and Central Asia, to illustrate inequality's effects. Sounding the
alarm on the dangers of inequality for battlefield performance, Divided Armies
offers important lessons about warfare over the past two centuries—and for wars
still to come.
This in-depth work demonstrates that ancient battles rivaled those of the modern
period in size, complexity, and lethality. The organization of armies of the ancient
world, their performance, their military operations, and their ability to raise the art
of warfare to towering heights are the focus of this carefully documented volume.
An examination is made of all the major military establishments of the Bronze
and Iron Ages. Corroborative evidence is drawn from modern analysis when
accepting or rejecting the claims of ancient writers. Where that was lacking, the
authors conducted their own empirical studies of ancient weapons which led to
better understanding of how ancient battles were really fought.
Gabriel examines 18 ancient army systems, examining the organizational
structure and weapons employed and the degree to which cultural values and
imperatives shaped the form and application of military force. The tactical
doctrines and specific operational capabilities of each army are analyzed to
explain how certain technical limitations and societal/cultural imperatives affected
the operational capabilities of ancient armies. Cross-cultural and cross-historical
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connections ground the analysis in the larger historical context of the ancient
world. -Sumer and Akkad -The Armies of the Pharaohs -The Hittites -The Mitanni
-Armies of the Bible -The Iron Army of Assyria -Chinese Armies -Persia and the
Art of Logistics -The Greeks -Carthaginian Armies -Armies of India -Rome -The
Iberians, Celts, Germans, and Goths -The Army of Byzantium -The Vikings -The
Arab Armies -The Japanese Way of War -The Mongols -The Ottomans This book
also provides an introductory overview of war in the ancient world, from 2500
B.C.E. to 1453 C.E., as well as an examination of the evolution of modern
warfare from 1453 to 2002 C.E.
Before becoming the masters of the Mediterranean world, the Romans had first
to conquer the Italian peninsula in a series of harsh conflicts against its other
varied and warlike residents. The outcome was no foregone conclusion and it
took the Romans half a millennium to secure the whole of Italy. Gabriele Esposito
presents the armies that fought these wars, in which the Roman military spirit and
their famous legions were forged. He not only follows the evolution of the Roman
forces from the Regal Period to the outbreak of the Second Punic War but also
the forces of their neighbors, rivals and enemies. The most notable of these, the
Etruscans, Samnites and the Italian Greeks are given particular attention but
others, such as the Celts and Ligures of the North and the warriors of Sicily and
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Sardinia, are also considered. Details of the organization, weapons, equipment
and tactics of each army are described, while dozens of beautiful color photos of
reenactors show how these warriors looked in the field.
In 146 BC, the armies of the Roman Republic destroyed Carthage and Corinth,
two of the most spectacular cities of the ancient Mediterranean world. It was a
display of ruthlessness so terrible that it shocked contemporaries, leaving behind
deep scars and palpable historical traumas. Yet these twin destructions were not
so extraordinary in the long annals of Roman warfare. In Spare No One, Gabriel
Baker convincingly shows that mass violence was vital to Roman military
operations. Indeed, in virtually every war they fought during the third and second
centuries BC, the Roman legions killed and enslaved populations, executed
prisoners, and put cities to the torch. This powerful book reveals that these
violent acts were not normally the handiwork of frenzied soldiers run amok, nor
were they spontaneous outbursts of uncontrolled savagery. On the contrary—and
more troublingly—Roman commanders deliberately used these brutal strategies to
achieve their most critical military objectives and political goals. Bringing longoverdue attention to this little-known aspect of Roman history, Baker paints a
fuller, albeit darker, picture of Roman warfare. He ultimately demonstrates that
the atrocities of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries have deep historical
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precedents. Casting a fresh light on the strategic use of total war in the ancient
world, he reminds us that terror and mass violence could be the rational policies
of men and states long before the modern age.
This text by Terence Wise explores some of the fascinating peoples who
comprised the ancient armies of the Middle East: the Sumerians, who were the
first to introduce the use of bronze into warfare, and were centuries ahead of the
Egyptians in the use of the wheel – The Akkadians, whose citizen army was
composed almost entirely of light troops – The Babylonians, whose people were
granted land in return for army service – the horned warriors of the Elamites – the
Egyptians, with thier heavy spearmen and archers – the tribal and warlike
Libyans – Nubians and Ethiopians – Hyksos – the armies of the Hittite Empire –
the Sea People and others.
Examines how the army developed as an engine of socio-economic and cultural integration in
Egypt under Greco-Macedonian rule.
While many books examine specific wars, few study the history of war worldwide and from an
evolutionary perspective. A Global History of War is one of the first works to focus not on the
impact of war on civilizations, but rather on how civilizations impact the art and execution of
war. World-renowned scholar Gérard Chaliand concentrates on the peoples and cultures who
have determined how war is conducted and reveals the lasting historical consequences of
combat, offering a unique picture of the major geopolitical and civilizational clashes that have
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new understanding of the development of armed conflict. How did the foremost non-European
empires rise and fall? What critical role did the nomads of the Eurasian steppes and their
descendants play? Chaliand illuminates the military cultures and martial traditions of the great
Eurasian empires, including Turkey, China, Iran, and Mongolia. Based on fifteen years of
research, this book provides a novel military and strategic perspective on the crises and
conflicts that have shaped the current world order.
Boyd Seevers (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is an expert on ancient warfare and
has participated in numerous archaeological excavations in Israel. He lived in Israel for eight
years, during which time he was a visiting professor at Jerusalem University College. This
experience gave Seevers great insight into world he describes in Warfare in the Old
Testament. He is currently professor of Old Testament Studies at Northwestern College (MN),
where he was named teacher of the year in 2006 and 2012.
The Armies and Enemies of Imperial Rome spans the period from 150 BC to 600 AD and
describes the forces of the later Roman Republic and the Byzantine wars as well as the armies
of the heyday of the Roman Empire. Coverage of Rome's enemies includes Gallic, British,
Pictish, Scots/Irish, German, Dacian, Sarmatian, Frankish, Saxon, Vandal, Visigothic,
Ostrogothic, Hunnic, Pontic, Parthian, Armenian, Jewish, Palmyran, Sassanid and Blemye
armies. It examines tactics and strategy, organisation and formations and orders of battle as
well as providing a detailed guide to the dress and equipment of the armies of the period.
Comprehensive illustrations by Ian Heath complement Phil Barker's text and the result is a
wealth of information for anyone interested in the warfare of the time. Long out of print, the
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reprinted here in its complete 1981 fourth edition with an updated bibliography.
"Matyszak writes clearly and engagingly . . . nicely produced, with ample maps and
illustrations." —Classical Outlook This engrossing book looks at the growth and eventual
demise of Rome from the viewpoint of the peoples who fought against it. Here is the reality
behind such legends as Spartacus the gladiator, as well as the thrilling tales of Hannibal, the
great Boudicca, the rebel leader and Mithridates, the connoisseur of poisons, among many
others. Some enemies of Rome were noble heroes and others were murderous villains, but
each has a unique and fascinating story.
The Thracians are mentioned as early as in the epic poems by Homer and were fundamental
in the evolution of the Greek military systems across the ages. They fought in the Persian
Wars, were part of Alexander the Great's army, were used as mercenaries in many Hellenistic
armies and resisted Roman conquest for a long time. In addition, they used some iconic
weapons and had a distinctive panoply. The Dacians were a mix of different cultures and were
extremely influenced by some steppe peoples like the Sarmatians. They had a lot in common
with the Thracians but had a different history. They formed one of the largest and most
powerful kingdoms of Antiquity, a sort of superpower that dominated over the Balkans. Their
wars against Trajan and the Roman Army were absolutely epic, the last campaigns of
conquest in the history of the Western Roman Empire. The book contains a rich collection of
photos specifically made for it by some excellent groups of reenactors.
The Great Northern War was a long series of campaigns in which Russia, linked with several
other countries in temporary alliances, confronted and eventually replaced Sweden as the
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pivotal campaigns against France, the Great Northern War was in fact more decisive, since it
reshaped the Northern European power balance up to the eve of the Napoleonic Wars. It
began with a series of astonishing Swedish victories lead by King Charles XII, from Denmark
to Poland and deep into Germany. But Peter the Great of Russia showed steadfast
determination, and Charles overreached himself when he invaded Russia in 1708; the
Russians adopted classic 'scorched earth' tactics until they could destroy the Swedish army at
Poltava in 1709, one of the most overwhelming victories in history. Nevertheless, Sweden
continued to fight, and frequently win, in Germany, Denmark and Norway, until Charles's death
in battle in 1718, though the war itself did not conclude until 1721. This study explores, in
detail, the numerous armies and complex alliances engaged in the war for Northern European
dominance. Containing accurate full-colour artwork and unrivalled detail, Armies of the Great
Northern War offers a vivid insight into the troops which battled for control of the North.
From the dawn of organized conflict, sub-standard men--the inverse of the elites that get the
lion's share of our attention-- have served their countries. This is their untold history.
From the clash of bronze weapons on bronze armor to the fall of Rome, war often decided the
course of ancient history. This volume is a practical introduction to the study of warfare in the
ancient world, beginning with Egypt and Mesopotamia, and tracing the advances made in
battle tactics, technology, and government over hundreds of years, culminating with
developments in Greece and the Roman Empire. The chronological structure allows the reader
to trace certain general themes down through the centuries: how various civilizations waged
war; who served in the various armies and why; who the generals and officers were who made
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of society they sprang. Major events and important individuals are discussed in their historical
contexts, providing a complete understanding of underlying causes, and enabling readers to
follow the evolution of ancient warfare as armies and empires became steadily larger and more
sophisticated. Yet as Chrissanthos makes clear, history comes full circle during this period.
Rome's collapse in 476 C.E. inaugurated an unforeseen dark age in which great armies were
left decimated despite advanced technology that, while proving decisive in the outcome of
many critical battles and stand-offs, had vanished amidst the Empire's crumbling walls. In
addition to the chronological treatment, Chrissanthos also includes sections on such important
topics as chariot warfare, cavalry, naval warfare, elephants in battle, the face of battle, and
such vital, but often-overlooked topics as the provisioning of the army with sufficient food and
water. Eyewitness accounts are incorporated throughout each chapter, allowing the reader
brief glimpses into the life and times of peasants and soldiers, generals and politicians, all of
whom were dealing with war and its irreconcilable consequences from differing vantage points.
Battle diagrams and maps are carefully placed throughout the text to help the reader visualize
particular aspects of ancient warfare. The book also furnishes a detailed timeline and an
extensive bibliography containing both modern and ancient sources.
Illustrated with color photos, this guide details the arms, armor, organization, and tactics of
Classical Greek armies. The Classical period includes some of the most famous wars and
battles of Ancient Greece, including the defeat of the Persians at Marathon, the Spartans’ last
stand at Thermopylae, the Peloponnesian War and the March of the Ten Thousand. The
Greek heavy infantry spearmen, or hoplites, are one of the most recognizable types of ancient
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period from the Persian Wars to the Macedonian victory at the Battle of Chaeronea, Gabriele
Esposito examines the famous hoplites heavy infantry as well as other troops, such as light
infantry skirmishers and cavalry. His clear, informative text is beautifully illustrated with dozens
of color photographs showing how the equipment was worn and used.
Surveys the fighting forces and battles of ancient Egypt, covering enemies they faced,
fortifications, seiges, training, army organization, weapons and gear, encampments, naval
warfare, and a soldier's rewards.
Combined Arms Warfare in Ancient Greece examines the timelines of military developments
that led from the hoplite-based armies of the ancient Greeks to the hugely successful and multifaceted armies of Philip II, Alexander the Great, and his Successors. It concentrates on the
introduction and development of individual units and their tactical coordination and use in battle
in what is termed "combined arms": the effective integration of different unit types into one
cohesive battle plan and army allowing each unit to focus on its strengths without having to
worry about its weaknesses. This volume traces the development, and argues for the vital
importance, of the use of combined arms in Greek warfare from the Archaic period onwards,
especially concerning the Macedonian hegemony, through to its developmental completion in
the form of fully "integrated warfare" at the battle of Ipsus in 301 BCE. It argues crucially that
warfare should never be viewed in isolation in individual states, regions, conflicts or periods but
taken as a collective whole tracing the mutual influence of other cultures and the successful
innovations that always result. Wrightson analyses Greek and Macedonian warfare through the
lens of modern military theoretical terminology, making this study accessible to those with a
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The first edition of this book was published in 1978 and proved a valuable addition to our
collection of Army books. Sadly it has been out-of-print for many years. Now WRG is happy to
produce this revised second edition and make it available to wargamers once again. As usual it
contains information on the organisation of the various armies, descriptions of the major battles
of the period and information on the dress and equipment of the armies illustrated by the usual
line drawings. It contains information about the Franks, Hospitallers, Templars, Armenians,
Syrians, Seljuks, Fatamids, Ayyubids, Mamluks, Assassins, Byzantines, Georgians, Mongols
and Ilkhanids.
This book is an introduction to the war machine of New Kingdom Egypt from c. 1575 bc–1100
bc. Focuses on the period in which the Egyptians created a professional army and gained
control of Syria, creating an “Empire of Asia”. Written by a respected Egyptologist. Highlights
new technological developments, such as the use of chariots and siege technology. Considers
the socio-political aspects of warfare, particularly the rise to power of a new group of men.
Evaluates the military effectiveness of the Egyptian state, looking at the logistics of warfare
during this period. Incorporates maps and photographs, a chronological table, and a chart of
dynasties and pharaohs

The Modern American Military is composed of essays surveying the mission and
character of the United States armed forces in the twenty-first century.
Describes the history of unconventional and nontraditional warfare from the nomads
used by Alexander the Great to the shadowy modern battlefields of the post-9/11 era
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Civil war in the Western Roman Empire between AD 350–53 had left the frontiers
weakly defended, and the major German confederations along the Rhine – the Franks
and Alemanni – took advantage of the situation to cross the river, destroy the Roman
fortifications along it and occupy parts of Roman Gaul. In 355, the Emperor Constantius
appointed his 23-year-old cousin Julian as his Caesar in the provinces of Gaul with
command of all troops in the region. Having recaptured the city of Cologne, Julian
planned to trap the Alemanni in a pincer movement, but when the larger half of his army
was forced into retreat, he was left facing a much larger German force outside the walls
of the city of Strasbourg. This new study relates the events of this epic battle as the
experience and training of the Roman forces prevailed in the face of overwhelming
German numbers.
The Republican Roman army suffered heavy losses as a result of the 'hit and run'
tactics employed by the Hispanics in Ancient Spain. After preparatory chanting, the CeltIberians would attack en masse and in apparent disorder. At a pre-arranged signal the
warriors would retreat as if defeated. This sequence might be repeated over several
days, until finally the Romans lost their discipline and broke formation in pursuit. At this
point the Hispanics would quickly mount a counter-attack that would decimate the
legions. This volume explores the organisation, tactics, history, arms and armour of
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Acclaimed New York Times journalist and author Chris Hedges offers a critical -- and
fascinating -- lesson in the dangerous realities of our age: a stark look at the effects of
war on combatants. Utterly lacking in rhetoric or dogma, this manual relies instead on
bare fact, frank description, and a spare question-and-answer format. Hedges allows
U.S. military documentation of the brutalizing physical and psychological consequences
of combat to speak for itself. Hedges poses dozens of questions that young soldiers
might ask about combat, and then answers them by quoting from medical and
psychological studies. • What are my chances of being wounded or killed if we go to
war? • What does it feel like to get shot? • What do artillery shells do to you? • What is
the most painful way to get wounded? • Will I be afraid? • What could happen to me in
a nuclear attack? • What does it feel like to kill someone? • Can I withstand torture? •
What are the long-term consequences of combat stress? • What will happen to my
body after I die? This profound and devastating portrayal of the horrors to which we
subject our armed forces stands as a ringing indictment of the glorification of war and
the concealment of its barbarity.
The Art of War is an enduring classic that holds a special place in the culture and
history of East Asia. An ancient Chinese text on the philosophy and politics of warfare
and military strategy, the treatise was written in 6th century B.C. by a warriorphilosopher now famous all over the world as Sun Tzu. Sun Tzu's teachings remain as
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ancient times. Divided into thirteen chapters and written succinctly, The Art of War is a
must-read for anybody who works in a competitive environment.
The origin of the Western military tradition in Greece 750-362 BC is fraught with
controversies, such as the date and nature of the phalanx, the role of agricultural
destruction and the existence of rules and ritualistic practices. This volume collects
papers significant for specific points in debates or theoretical value in shaping and
critiquing controversial viewpoints. An introduction offers a critical analysis of recent
trends in ancient military history and provides a bibliographical essay contextualizing
the papers within the framework of debates with a guide to further reading.

The history of China is a history of warfare. Rarely in its 3,000-year existence has
the country not been beset by war, rebellion, or raids. Warfare was a primary
source of innovation, social evolution, and material progress in the Legendary
Era, Hsia dynasty, and Shang dynasty--indeed, war was the force that formed the
first cohesive Chinese empire, setting China on a trajectory of state building and
aggressive activity that continues to this day. In Ancient Chinese Warfare, a
preeminent expert on Chinese military history uses recently recovered
documents and archaeological findings to construct a comprehensive guide to
the developing technologies, strategies, and logistics of ancient Chinese
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militarism. The result is a definitive look at the tools and methods that won wars
and shaped culture in ancient China.
Presents a visual reference of the fighting men of the period from 8th century BC
to the fall of Constantinople in 1453, with images of military dress, weaponry,
artillery, ships, siege engines, and fortifications.
By the 15th century BC the valley of Hwang Ho was dominated by a palacebased military caste which owed its supremacy to a monopoly of bronze-working
techniques among a still mainly Stone Age population. To the Shang Dynasty,
war was a means of legitimising the power of their new aristocracy. This
fascinating volume by C. J. Peers covers the period of China's history from the
first documented civilisation to the establishment of an enduring unified empire,
examining the history, organisation, uniform and weapons of ancient Chinese
armies.
When did war begin? Standard military accounts tend to start with the GraecoPersian wars, laying undue emphasis on the preeminence of Greek heavy
infantry. But, as this strikingly original and entertaining book shows, the origins of
war can be traced back not to the Iron Age, or even to the Bronze Age, but to the
emergence of settled life itself nearly 10,000 years ago. The military revolution
that occurred then?the invention of major new weapons, the massive
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fortifications, the creation of strategy and tactics?ultimately gave rise to the great
war machines of ancient Egypt, Assyria, and Persia that dominated the Near
East until the time of Alexander the Great.It is Arther Ferrill's thesis that in the
period before Alexander there were two independent lines of military
development?a Near Eastern one culminating in the expert integration of cavalry,
skirmishers, and light infantry and a Greek one based on heavy infantry. When
Philip and Alexander blended the two traditions in their crack Macedonian army,
the result was a style of warfare that continued, despite technological changes,
down to Napoleon.This newly revised edition presents detailed and copiously
illustrated accounts of all the major battles on land and sea up to the fourth
century b.c., analyzes weapons from the sling to the catapult, and discusses
ancient strategy and tactics, making this a book for armchair historians
everywhere.
Armies and Enemies of Ancient Egypt and Assyria,3200 BC to 612 BC.Armies
and Enemies of Ancient Egypt and AssyriaEgyptian, Nubian, Asiatic, Libyan,
Hittite, Sea Peoples, Assyrian, Aramean (Syrian), Hebrew, Urartian, Median,
Elamite, Babylonian, Scythian, 3200 BC to 612 BCArmies and Enemies of
Imperial RomeLulu.com
“Destined to be the classic account of what may be the oldest . . . hardest form of
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war.”—John Nagl, Wall Street Journal Invisible Armies presents an entirely
original narrative of warfare, which demonstrates that, far from the exception,
loosely organized partisan or guerrilla warfare has been the dominant form of
military conflict throughout history. New York Times best-selling author and
military historian Max Boot traces guerrilla warfare and terrorism from antiquity to
the present, narrating nearly thirty centuries of unconventional military conflicts.
Filled with dramatic analysis of strategy and tactics, as well as many memorable
characters—from Italian nationalist Guiseppe Garibaldi to the “Quiet American,”
Edward Lansdale—Invisible Armies is “as readable as a novel” (Michael Korda,
Daily Beast) and “a timely reminder to politicians and generals of the hardearned lessons of history” (Economist).
Throughout most of the classical period, Persia was one of the great
superpowers, placing a limit on the expansion of Western powers. It was the
most formidable rival to the Roman empire for centuries, until Persia, by then
under the Sassanians, was overwhelmed by the Islamic conquests in the seventh
century AD. Yet, the armies of ancient Persia have received relatively little
detailed attention, certainly in comparison to those of Rome. This work is the
firsst of three volumes that will form the most comprehensive study of ancient
Persian armies available.The Sassanians, the native Iranian dynasty that ousted
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their Parthian overlords in AD 226, developed a highly sophisticated army that
was able for centuries to hold off all comers. They continued the Parthians
famous winning combination of swift horse archers with heavily-armored
cataphract cavalry, also making much use of war elephants, but Kaveh Farrokh
interestingly demonstrates that their oft-maligned infantry has been much
underestimated.The author, born in Athens, Greece, and expert in ancient
Persian languages and military history, has been researching the military history
and technology of Persia for a quarter of a century. He draws on the latest
research and new archaeological evidence, focusing on the organization,
equipment and tactics of the armies that dominated the ancient Middle East for
so long.
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