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Bola O Roberto 2666
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year
One of NPR's 10 Best Novels of 2011 Denis Johnson's Train Dreams is an epic in miniature,
one of his most evocative and poignant fictions. Robert Grainer is a day laborer in the
American West at the start of the twentieth century—an ordinary man in extraordinary times.
Buffeted by the loss of his family, Grainer struggles to make sense of this strange new world.
As his story unfolds, we witness both his shocking personal defeats and the radical changes
that transform America in his lifetime. Suffused with the history and landscapes of the
American West—its otherworldly flora and fauna, its rugged loggers and bridge builders—the
new novella by the National Book Award-winning author of Tree of Smoke captures the
disappearance of a distinctly American way of life.
Since the publication of The Savage Detectives in 2007, the work of Roberto Bolano
(1953-2003) has achieved critical and popular acclaim rarely enjoyed by contemporary
literature in translation. Chris Andrews, a critic and scholar who has translated many of
Bolano's works into English, explores the singular achievements of the author's oeuvre and
incorporates his novels and stories into the larger history of Latin American and global literary
fiction. He provides new readings and interpretations of 2666, The Savage Detectives, and By
Night in Chile and explores aspects of Bolano's fictional universe and the political, ethical, and
aesthetic values that shape it. In Andrews's lucid and innovative readings, Bolano emerges as
the inventor of a prodigiously effective "fiction-making system," a subtle handler of suspense, a
chronicler of aimlessness, a celebrator of courage, an anatomist of evil, and a proponent of
youthful openness.
Fourteen dark tales about the tragic qualities of exile feature protagonists who are struggling
with marginal lives and private, often ill-fated, quests, in a collection set in the Chilean exile
diaspora of Latin America and Europe. Reprint.
A deathbed confession revolving around Opus Dei and Pinochet, By Night in Chile pours out
the self-justifying dark memories of the Jesuit priest Father Urrutia. As through a crack in the
wall, By Night in Chile's single night-long rant provides a terrifying, clandestine view of the
strange bedfellows of Church and State in Chile. This wild, eerily compact novel—Roberto
Bolano's first work available in English—recounts the tale of a poor boy who wanted to be a
poet, but ends up a half-hearted Jesuit priest and a conservative literary critic, a sort of lap dog
to the rich and powerful cultural elite, in whose villas he encounters Pablo Neruda and Ernst
Junger. Father Urrutia is offered a tour of Europe by agents of Opus Dei (to study "the
disintegration of the churches," a journey into realms of the surreal); and ensnared by this
plum, he is next assigned—after the destruction of Allende—the secret, never-to-be-disclosed job
of teaching Pinochet, at night, all about Marxism, so the junta generals can know their enemy.
Soon, searingly, his memories go from bad to worse. Heart-stopping and hypnotic, By Night in
Chile marks the American debut of an astonishing writer.
Now a Netflix film starring Tom Holland and Robert Pattinson A dark and riveting vision of
1960s America that delivers literary excitement in the highest degree. In The Devil All the
Time, Donald Ray Pollock has written a novel that marries the twisted intensity of Oliver
Stone’s Natural Born Killers with the religious and Gothic overtones of Flannery O’Connor at
her most haunting. Set in rural southern Ohio and West Virginia, The Devil All the Time follows
a cast of compelling and bizarre characters from the end of World War II to the 1960s. There’s
Willard Russell, tormented veteran of the carnage in the South Pacific, who can’t save his
beautiful wife, Charlotte, from an agonizing death by cancer no matter how much sacrificial
blood he pours on his “prayer log.” There’s Carl and Sandy Henderson, a husband-and-wife
team of serial killers, who troll America’s highways searching for suitable models to
photograph and exterminate. There’s the spider-handling preacher Roy and his crippled
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virtuoso-guitar-playing sidekick, Theodore, running from the law. And caught in the middle of
all this is Arvin Eugene Russell, Willard and Charlotte’s orphaned son, who grows up to be a
good but also violent man in his own right. Donald Ray Pollock braids his plotlines into a taut
narrative that will leave readers astonished and deeply moved. With his first novel, he proves
himself a master storyteller in the grittiest and most uncompromising American grain.
These five astonishing stories, along with two compelling essays, show Bolano as a magician,
pulling bloodthirsty rabbits out of his hat. The stories in The Insufferable Gaucho —
unpredictable and daring, highly controlled yet somehow haywire — might concern a stalwart rat
police detective investigating terrible rodent crimes, or an elusive plagiarist, or an elderly
Argentine lawyer giving up city life for an improbable return to the familye state on the Pampas,
now gone to wrack and ruin. These five astonishing stories, along with two compelling essays,
show Bolano as a magician, pulling bloodthirsty rabbits out of his hat.
Returning with his girlfriend to the small Costa Brava town of his childhood summers, German
war-game champion Udo Berger is introduced to a band of locals and the darker side of resort
town life before his world is upended by the disappearance of a fellow vacationer, a situation
that compels Udo to lose himself in his favorite strategy game. By the award-winning late
author of The Savage Detectives.
A new collection of short fiction gathers everything the author was working on before his death,
including a story about a North American journalist receiving a mysterious call in Paris and a
woman's recounting of the loss of her virginity. By the author of Nazi Literature in the Americas
and 2666.
With an afterword by Natasha Wimmer. Winner of the Herralde Prize and the Rómulo Gallegos
Prize. Natasha Wimmer’s translation of The Savage Detectives was chosen as one of the ten
best books of 2007 by the Washington Post and the New York Times. New Year’s Eve 1975,
Mexico City. Two hunted men leave town in a hurry, on the desert-bound trail of a vanished
poet. Spanning two decades and crossing continents, theirs is a remarkable quest through a
darkening universe – our own. It is a journey told and shared by a generation of lovers, rebels
and readers, whose testimonies are woven together into one of the most dazzling Latin
American novels of the twentieth century.
One more journey to the universe of Roberto Bolaño, an essential voice of contemporary Latin
American literature Cowboy Graves is an unexpected treasure from the vault of a revolutionary
talent. Roberto Bolaño's boundless imagination and seemingly inexhaustible gift for shaping
the chaos of his reality into fiction is unmistakable in these three novellas. In "Cowboy Graves,"
Arturo Belano--Bolaño's alter ego--returns to Chile after the coup to fight with his comrades for
socialism. "French Comedy of Horrors" takes the reader to French Guiana on the night after an
eclipse where a seventeen year old answers a pay phone and finds himself recruited into the
Clandestine Surrealist Group, a secret society of artists based in the sewers of Paris. And in
"Fatherland," a young poet reckons with the fascist overthrow of his country, as the woman he
is obsessed with disappears in the ensuing violence and a Third Reich fighter plane
mysteriously writes her poetry in the sky overhead. These three fiercely original tales bear the
signatures of Bolaño's extraordinary body of work, echoing the strange characters and
uncanny scenes of his triumphs, while deepening our reverence for his gifts.
Roberto Bola¤o as World Literature provides an introduction to the Chilean novelist that
highlights his connections with classic and contemporary masters of world literature and his
investigation of topics of international interest, such as the rise of rightwing and neofascist
movements during the last decades of the 20th century. But this anthology also shows how
Roberto Bola¤o's participation in world literature is informed in his experiences, identity, and,
more generally, cultural location as a Chilean, Latin American and, more generally, Hispanic
writer and man. This book provides a corrective to readings of his novels as exclusively
"postmodern" or as unproblematically representative of Chilean or Latin American reality.
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Roberto Bola¤o as World Literature thus helps readers to better understand such complex
works as his monumental global five-part masterpiece 2666, his Chilean novels (Distant Star,
By Night in Chile), and his Mexican narratives (Amulet, The Savage Detectives), among other
works.
The New York Times once hailed Chilean poet and author Roberto Bolaño as ?the most
significant Latin American literary voice of his generation.? As author of such acclaimed works
as Los Detectives Salvajes, 2666, Amuleto, and Una novelita lumpen, Bolaño l
Prize-winning author's new collection of stories of art and torn emotions. In the six stories that
make up The Unfinished Novel, Valerie Martin turns an unflinching eye upon artists - driven
and blocked, desired and detested, infamous and sublime, as they struggle beneath the
tyranny of Art to reconcile their audience with their muse. A painter who owes his small
success to a man he despises, discovers that his passivity has cost him the love that might
have set him free. An actress struggles with the guilt she still feels twenty years after an affair
with a young actor whose promise mysteriously vaporized after a performance of Hamlet. A
starving artist inhabits a bleak netherworld, where pride is a luxury no one can afford. A writer
of modest talents encounters the old love who once betrayed him; now she repels him, yet the
unfinished novel she leaves in his hands may surpass anything he could ever produce himself.
The last stories in the collection take us to Rome and a room with a limited view, and to a
Brooklyn studio where a window opens onto limitless space. In the Eternal City an American
poet is forced to choose between her lover, a dancer who has outraged academe, and a world
so alien it takes her voice away. In the final story, a print maker, who has reached a certain
age, enters so deeply into the magical world of her imagination that she can never find her way
back.
Includes an audio CD of the author reading! For nearly four decades, Juan Felipe Herrera has
documented his experience as a Chicano in the United States and Latin America through
stunning, memorable poetry that is both personal and universal in its impact, themes, and
approach. Often political, never fainthearted, his career has been marked by tremendous
virtuosity and a unique sensibility for uncovering the unknown and the unexpected. Through a
variety of stages and transformations, Herrera has evolved more than almost any other
Chicano poet, always re-inventing himself into a more mature and seasoned voice. Now, in this
unprecedented collection, we encounter the trajectory of this highly innovative and original
writer, bringing the full scope of his singular vision into view. Beginning with early material from
A Certain Man and moving through thirteen of his collections into new, previously unpublished
work, this assemblage also includes an audio CD of the author reading twenty-four selected
poems aloud. Serious scholars and readers alike will now have available to them a
representative set of glimpses into his production as well as his origins and personal
development. The ultimate value of bringing together such a collection, however, is that it will
allow us to better understand and appreciate the complexity of what this major American poet
is all about.
A chilling novel about the nightmare of a corrupt and brutal dictatorship. The star of Roberto
Bolano's hair-raising novel Distant Star is Alberto Ruiz-Tagle, an air force pilot who exploits the
1973 coup to launch his own version of the New Chilean Poetry, a multimedia enterprise
involving sky-writing, poetry, torture, and photo exhibitions. For our unnamed narrator, who first
encounters this "star" in a college poetry workshop, Ruiz-Tagle becomes the silent hand
behind every evil act in the darkness of Pinochet's regime. The narrator, unable to stop
himself, tries to track Ruiz-Tagle down, and sees signs of his activity over and over again. A
corrosive, mocking humor sparkles within Bolano's darkest visions of Chile under Pinochet. In
Bolano's world there's a big graveyard and there's a big graveyard laugh. (He once described
his novel By Night in Chile as "a tale of terror, a situation comedy, and a combination pastoralgothic novel.") Many Chilean authors have written about the "bloody events of the early
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Pinochet years, the abductions and murders," Richard Eder commented in the The New York
Times: "None has done it in so dark and glittering a fashion as Roberto Bolano."
A phenomenally unusual three-way murder mystery. With a murder at its heart, Roberto
Bolano’s The Skating Rink is, among other things, a crime novel. Murder seems to have
exerted a fascination for the endlessly talented Bolano, who in his last interview, according to
The Observer, “declared, in all apparent seriousness, that what he would most like to have
been was a homicide detective.” Set in the seaside town of Z, north of Barcelona, The Skating
Rink is told in short, suspenseful chapters by three male narrators, and revolves around a
beautiful figure skating champion, Nuria Martí. A ruined mansion, knife-wielding women,
political corruption, sex, and jealousy all appear in this atmospheric chronicle of a single
summer season in a seaside town, with its vacationers, businessmen, immigrants,
bureaucrats, social workers, and drifters.

A Rainmaker Translation Grant Winner from the Black Mountain Institute:
Senselessness, acclaimed Salvadoran author Horacio Castallanos Moya's
astounding debut in English, explores horror with hilarity and electrifying
panache. A boozing, sex-obsessed writer finds himself employed by the Catholic
Church (an institution he loathes) to proofread a 1,100 page report on the army's
massacre and torture of thousands of indigenous villagers a decade earlier,
including the testimonies of the survivors. The writer's job is to tidy it up: he rants,
"that was what my work was all about, cleaning up and giving a manicure to the
Catholic hands that were piously getting ready to squeeze the balls of the military
tiger." Mesmerized by the strange Vallejo-like poetry of the Indians' phrases ("the
houses they were sad because no people were inside them"), the increasingly
agitated and frightened writer is endangered twice over: by the spell the strangely
beautiful heart-rending voices exert over his tenuous sanity, and by real
danger—after all, the murderers are the very generals who still run this unnamed
Latin American country.
With the release of Roberto Bolaño’s The Savage Detectives in 1998, journalist
Monica Maristain discovered a writer “capable of befriending his readers.” After
exchanging several letters with Bolaño, Maristain formed a friendship of her own,
culminating in an extensive interview with the novelist about truth and
consequences, an interview that turned out to be Bolaño’s last. Appearing for the
first time in English, Bolaño’s final interview is accompanied by a collection of
conversations with reporters stationed throughout Latin America, providing a rich
context for the work of the writer who, according to essayist Marcela Valdes, is “a
T.S. Eliot or Virginia Woolf of Latin American letters.” As in all of Bolaño’s work,
there is also wide-ranging discussion of the author’s many literary influences.
(Explanatory notes on authors and titles that may be unfamiliar to Englishlanguage readers are included here.) The interviews, all of which were completed
during the writing of the gigantic 2666, also address Bolaño’s deepest personal
concerns, from his domestic life and two young children to the realities of a fatal
disease.
It is September 1968 and the Mexican student movement is about to run head-on
into the repressive right-wing government of Mexico. When the army invades the
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university, one woman hides in a fourth-floor ladies' room and for twelve days she
is the only person left on campus. Staring at the floor, she recounts her bohemian
life.
In a deathbed confession, Father Urrutia, a Jesual priest and conservative literary
critic, shares his memories of his work with agents of Opus Dei and his secret job
of instructing Pinochet about Marxism to the Chilean junta generals can
understand their enemy. Original.
With an introduction by Ben Lerner.The truth is we never stop being children,
terrible children covered in sores and knotty veins and tumors and age spots, but
ultimately children, in other words we never stop clinging to life because we are
life.Santa Teresa, on the Mexico-US border: an urban sprawl, a vortex for lost
souls. Convicts and academics find themselves here, as does an American
sportswriter, a teenage student with her widowed father, and a reclusive,
'missing' author. But there is a darker side to the town: girls and women are
disappearing at an alarming rate and it is fast becoming the scene of a series of
horrifying crimes. As 2666 progresses, the sense of conspiracy grows, and the
shadow of the apocalypse is drawing closer.Written with burning intensity in the
last years of Roberto Bolaño's life, 2666 became a sensation on publication and
has been hailed across the world as Bolaño's masterpiece. Terrifying, aweinspiring and beautiful, it is the classic novel that has come to define one of Latin
America's greatest writers.
The New York Trilogy is perhaps the most astonishing work by one of America's
most consistently astonishing writers. The Trilogy is three cleverly interconnected
novels that exploit the elements of standard detective fiction and achieve a new
genre that is all the more gripping for its starkness. It is a riveting work of
detective fiction worthy of Raymond Chandler, and at the same time a profound
and unsettling existentialist enquiry in the tradition of Kafka or Borges. In each
story the search for clues leads to remarkable coincidences in the universe as
the simple act of trailing a man ultimately becomes a startling investigation of
what it means to be human. The New York Trilogy is the modern novel at its
finest: a truly bold and arresting work of fiction with something to transfix and
astound every reader. 'Marks a new departure for the American novel.' Observer
'A shatteringly clever piece of work . . . Utterly gripping, written with an acid
sharpness that leaves an indelible dent in the back of the mind.' Sunday
Telegraph 'The New York Trilogy established him as the only author one could
compare to Samuel Beckett.' Guardian
Author of The Savage Detectives and 2666 Crushed by a devastating scandal,
university professor Óscar Amalfitano flees Barcelona for Santa Teresa—a
Mexican city close to the U.S. border, where women are being killed in
staggering numbers. There, Amalfitano begins an affair with Castillo, a young
forger of Larry Rivers paintings, while his daughter, Rosa, reeling from the weight
of his secrets, seeks solace in a romance of her own. Yet when she finds her
father in bed with Castillo, Rosa is confronted with the full force of her crisis.
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What follows is an intimate police investigation of Amalfitano, leading to a finale
of euphoria and heartbreak. Featuring characters and stories from The Savage
Detectives and 2666, Roberto Bolaño's Woes of the True Policeman mines the
depths of art, memory, and desire—and marks the culmination of one of the great
careers of world literature.
This brilliant novel with universal resonance tells the story of three people trying
to survive in a city rife with the extreme fear of desperate times, and of the
sorrowing cellist who plays undaunted in their midst. One day a shell lands in a
bread line and kills twenty-two people as the cellist watches from a window in his
flat. He vows to sit in the hollow where the mortar fell and play Albinoni’s Adagio
once a day for each of the twenty-two victims. The Adagio had been re-created
from a fragment after the only extant score was firebombed in the Dresden Music
Library, but the fact that it had been rebuilt by a different composer into
something new and worthwhile gives the cellist hope. Meanwhile, Kenan steels
himself for his weekly walk through the dangerous streets to collect water for his
family on the other side of town, and Dragan, a man Kenan doesn’t know, tries
to make his way towards the source of the free meal he knows is waiting. Both
men are almost paralyzed with fear, uncertain when the next shot will land on the
bridges or streets they must cross, unwilling to talk to their old friends of what life
was once like before divisions were unleashed on their city. Then there is
“Arrow,” the pseudonymous name of a gifted female sniper, who is asked to
protect the cellist from a hidden shooter who is out to kill him as he plays his
memorial to the victims. In this beautiful and unforgettable novel, Steven
Galloway has taken an extraordinary, imaginative leap to create a story that
speaks powerfully to the dignity and generosity of the human spirit under
extraordinary duress.
This is one of the first books to trace the development of Roberto Bolaño's work from
the beginning to the end of his career. It will appeal to graduates and researchers
working on Bolaño and Latin American literature generally, particularly the novel, and
twentieth- and twenty-first-century literature.
“Poetry is braver than anyone,” Roberto Bolan~o believed, and the proof is here in
Tres, his most inventive and bracing poetry collection. Roberto Bolan~o’s Tres is a
showcase of the author’s willingness to freely cross genres, with poems in prose,
stories in verse, and flashes of writing that can hardly be categorized. As the title
implies, the collection is composed of three sections. “Prose from Autumn in Gerona,”
a cinematic series of prose poems, slowly reveals a subtle and emotional tale of
unrequited love by presenting each scene, shattering it, and piecing it all back together,
over and over again. The second part, “The Neochileans,” is a sort of On the Road in
verse, which narrates the travels of a young Chilean band on tour in the far reaches of
their country. Finally, the collection ends with a series of short poems that take us on “A
Stroll Through Literature” and remind us of Bolan~o’s masterful ability to walk the line
between the comically serious and the seriously comical.
Climate – Chaos – Trump – Brexit – Terror: the apocalypse looms large in the Zeitgeist.
Could and should this not provide the fulcrum for renewing the imaginative range of
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organization studies? In this volume, we bring together scholars who have taken
Roberto Bolaño’s visionary novel 2666 as a starting point for reflections, provocations,
and challenges to established imaginaries. How can we cultivate and develop our
attention to the violent organization of the world without reproducing more violence?
Contributors to this edited volume take on this challenge as they seek to break through
the various blind spots in the discipline of management and organization studies.
Bolaño’s work opens up hidden and fantastic dimensions in organization and provides
alternative spaces and associations for new and bold organizational thinking. Variously
disturbing, self-destructive, and abyssal, these essays reflect “that something that
terrifies us all” as Bolaño wrote, “that something that cows and spurs us on”. We call
this something Organization 2666.
'Anxieties of Experience' offers a new interpretation of US and Latin American literature.
Rereading a range of canonical works from Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass to Roberto
Bolano's 2666, it traces the development and interaction of two distinct literary strains in
the Americas: the 'US literature of experience' and the 'Latin American literature of the
reader'
As Bolano’s friend and literary executor, Ignacio Echevarría, once suggested, can be
viewed as the Big Bang of Roberto Bolano’s fictional universe. Reading this novel, the
reader is present at the birth of Bolano’s enterprise in prose: all the elements are here,
highly compressed, at the moment when his talent explodes. From this
springboard—which Bolano chose to publish in 2002, twenty years after he’d written it
(“and even that I can’t be certain of”)—as if testing out a high dive, he would plunge
into the unexplored depths of the modern novel. Antwerp’s fractured narration in 54
sections—voices from a dream, from a nightmare, from passers by, from an omniscient
narrator, from “Roberto Bolano” all speak—moves in multiple directions and cuts to the
bone.
Literary Nonfiction. After Devouring 2666 by Roberto Bolao on the New York City
subway, Jonathan Russell Clark does what any good literary critic would do--he reads
everything by Bolao he can get his hands on. But the more he learns about the writer's
unlikely life, the less it makes sense. Bolao cultivated ambiguities and false identities,
almost as if he were laying a trap for his future biographers. Clark's investigation into
Bolao's magnum opus is a stumble through a labyrinth where fiction and selfmythologizing converge. This book is part of a new series from Fiction Advocate called
Afterwords.
THE POSTHUMOUS MASTERWORK FROM "ONE OF THE GREATEST AND MOST
INFLUENTIAL MODERN WRITERS" (JAMES WOOD, THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK
REVIEW) Composed in the last years of Roberto Bolaño's life, 2666 was greeted
across Europe and Latin America as his highest achievement, surpassing even his
previous work in its strangeness, beauty, and scope. Its throng of unforgettable
characters includes academics and convicts, an American sportswriter, an elusive
German novelist, and a teenage student and her widowed, mentally unstable father.
Their lives intersect in the urban sprawl of SantaTeresa—a fictional Juárez—on the
U.S.-Mexico border, where hundreds of young factory workers, in the novel as in life,
have disappeared.
After he accepts a bribe not to treat chronically hiccupping Peruvian poet Câesar
Vallejo, mesmerist Monsieur Pierre Pain is racked with guilt but is barred from the
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hospital when he tries to do the right thing, only to discover a rival mesmerist has
entered the picture.
Listed as a "2009 Indie Next List Poetry Top Ten" book by the American Booksellers
Association: Roberto Bolano as he saw himself, in his own first calling as a poet.
Roberto Bolano (1953-2003) has caught on like a house on fire, and The Romantic
Dogs, a bilingual collection of forty-four poems, offers American readers their first
chance to encounter this literary phenomenon as a poet: his own first and strongest
literary persona. These poems, wide-ranging in forms and length, have appeared in
magazines such as Harper's, Threepenny Review, The Believer, Boston Review, Soft
Targets, Tin House, The Nation, Circumference, A Public Space, and Conduit. Bolano's
poetic voice is like no other's: "At that time, I'd reached the age of twenty/and I was
crazy. /I'd lost a country/but won a dream./Long as I had that dream/nothing else
mattered...."
Presents a collection of essays, newspaper columns, prefaces, and speeches
published between 1998 and 2003.
From a master of contemporary fiction, a tale of bohemian youth on the make in Mexico
City Two young poets, Jan and Remo, find themselves adrift in Mexico City. Obsessed
with poetry, and, above all, with science fiction, they are eager to forge a life in the
literary world--or sacrifice themselves to it. Roberto Bolaño's The Spirit of Science
Fiction is a story of youth hungry for revolution, notoriety, and sexual adventure, as they
work to construct a reality out of the fragments of their dreams. But as close as these
friends are, the city tugs them in opposite directions. Jan withdraws from the world,
shutting himself in their shared rooftop apartment where he feverishly composes fan
letters to the stars of science fiction and dreams of cosmonauts and Nazis. Meanwhile,
Remo runs headfirst into the future, spending his days and nights with a circle of wild
young writers, seeking pleasure in the city's labyrinthine streets, rundown cafés, and
murky bathhouses. This kaleidoscopic work of strange and tender beauty is a fitting
introduction for readers uninitiated into the thrills of Roberto Bolaño's fiction, and an
indispensable addition to an ecstatic and transgressive body of work.
What constitutes a nation’s literature? How do literatures of different countries interact
with one another? In this groundbreaking study, Alexander Beecroft develops a new
way of thinking about world literature. Drawing on a series of examples and case
studies, the book ranges from ancient epic to the contemporary fiction of Roberto
Bolaño and Amitav Ghosh. Moving across literary ecologies of varying sizes, from small
societies to the planet as a whole, the environments in which literary texts are produced
and circulated, An Ecology of World Literature places in dialogue scholarly perspectives
on ancient and modern, western and non-western texts, navigating literary study into
new and uncharted territory.
In Understanding Roberto Bolaño, Ricardo Gutiérrez-Mouat offers a comprehensive
analysis of this critically acclaimed Chilean poet and novelist whose work brought
global attention to Latin American literature in the 1960s unseen since the rise of
García Márquez and magic realism. Best known for The Savage Detectives, winner of
the Rómulo Gallegos Prize; the novella By Night in Chile; and the posthumously
published novel 2666, winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award, Bolaño died in
2003 just as his reputation was becoming established. After a brief biographical sketch,
Gutiérrez-Mouat chronologically contextualizes literary interpretations of Bolaño’s work
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in terms of his life, cultural background, and political ideals. Gutiérrez-Mouat explains
Bolaño’s work to an English-speaking audience—including his relatively neglected
poetry—and conveys a sense of where Bolaño fits in the Latin American tradition. Since
his death, eleven of novels, four short story collections, and three poetry collections
have been translated into English. The afterword addresses Bolaño’s status as a Latin
American writer, as the former literary editor of El País claimed, “neither magical realist,
nor baroque nor localist, but [creator of] an imaginary, extraterritorial mirror of Latin
America, more as a kind of state of mind than a specific place.”
A tour de force, Amulet is a highly charged first-person, semi-hallucinatory novel that
embodies in one woman's voice the melancholy and violent recent history of Latin
America. Amulet is a monologue, like Bolano's acclaimed debut in English, By Night in
Chile. The speaker is Auxilio Lacouture, a Uruguayan woman who moved to Mexico in
the 1960s, becoming the "Mother of Mexican Poetry," hanging out with the young poets
in the cafés and bars of the University. She's tall, thin, and blonde, and her favorite
young poet in the 1970s is none other than Arturo Belano (Bolano's fictional stand-in
throughout his books). As well as her young poets, Auxilio recalls three remarkable
women: the melancholic young philosopher Elena, the exiled Catalan painter Remedios
Varo, and Lilian Serpas, a poet who once slept with Che Guevara. And in the course of
her imaginary visit to the house of Remedios Varo, Auxilio sees an uncanny landscape,
a kind of chasm. This chasm reappears in a vision at the end of the book: an army of
children is marching toward it, singing as they go. The children are the idealistic young
Latin Americans who came to maturity in the '70s, and the last words of the novel are:
"And that song is our amulet."
A front-line human rights defender fighting murderous impunity in the Mexican
borderlands The Mexican border state of Chihuahua and its city Juárez have become
notorious the world over as hotbeds of violence. Drug cartel battles and official
corruption result in more murders annually in Chihuahua than in wartorn Afghanistan.
Thanks to a culture of impunity, 97 percent of the killings in Juárez go unsolved.
Despite a climate of fear, a small group of human rights activists, exemplified by the
Chihuahua lawyer and organizer Lucha Castro, works to identify the killers and their
official enablers. This is the story of La Lucha, illustrated in beautiful and chilling comic
book art, rendering in rich detail the stories of families ripped apart by disappearances
and murders—especially gender-based violence—and the remarkably brave advocacy,
protests, and investigations of ordinary citizens who turned their grief into resistance.
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