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Bring Up The Bodies Thomas Cromwell Trilogy Book
2
Explores the moral choices and values Homer offers in his Iliad
Hilary Mantel and Ben Miles' exhilarating stage adaptation of The Mirror and the Light,
one of 2021's must-see theatrical events, and the long awaited conclusion to the Oliver
Award-winning Wolf Hall Trilogy.
A description of urban life from a body sense perspective spans 2,500 years through
ancient Athens, Hadrian's Rome, medieval and revolutionary Paris, Renaissance
Venice, Edwardian London, and contemporary New York
Winner of the Man Booker Prize 2012 Winner of the 2012 Costa Book of the Year
Shortlisted for the 2013 Women’s Prize for Fiction ‘Simply exceptional...I envy anyone
who hasn’t yet read it’ Daily Mail ‘A gripping story of tumbling fury and terror’
Independent on Sunday
Hailed as a "writer of subtlety and depth," Hilary Mantel turns her dark genius on the
world of psychics in this smart, unsettling novel (Joyce Carol Oates) A paragon of
efficiency, Colette took the next natural step after finishing secretarial school by
marrying a man who would do just fine. After a sobering, do-it-yourself divorce, Colette
is at a loss for what to do next. Convinced that she is due an out-of-hand, life-affirming
revelation, she strays into the realm of psychics and clairvoyants, hungry for a whisper
to set her off in the right direction. At a psychic fair in Windsor she meets the
charismatic Alison. Alison, the daughter of a prostitute, beleaguered during her
childhood by the pressures of her connection to the spiritual world, lives in a different
kind of solitude. She cannot escape the dead who speak to her, least of all the constant
presence of Morris, her low-life spiritual guide. An expansive presence onstage, Alison
at once feels her bond with Colette, inviting her to join her on the road as her personal
assistant and companion. Troubles spiral out of control when the pair moves to a
suburban wasteland in what was once the English countryside and take up with a spirit
guide and his drowned therapist. It is not long before Alison's connection to the place
beyond black threatens to uproot their lives forever. This is Hilary Mantel at her finestinsightful, darkly comic, unorthodox, and thrilling to read.
"One of the greatest achievements of modern literature."—Man Booker Prize Committee
Winners of the Man Booker Prize and hugely successful stage plays in London's West
End and on Broadway, Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies bring history to life for a
whole new audience having now been adapted into a six-part television series by the
BBC and PBS Masterpiece. Bring Up the Bodies unlocks the darkly glittering court of
Henry VIII, where Thomas Cromwell is now chief minister. Henry is disenchanted with
Anne Boleyn and has fixed his eye on the demure Jane Seymour. Anne has failed to
give England an heir and rumors of her infidelity creep through the court. Over a few
terrifying weeks, to dislodge her from her throne, Cromwell ensnares Anne in a web of
conspiracy—acting to save his life, serve his king and secure his position. But from the
bloody theater of the queen's final days, no one will emerge unscathed.
The New York Times bestselling collection, from the Man Booker prize-winner for Wolf
Hall and Bring Up the Bodies, that has been called "scintillating" (New York Times
Books Review), "breathtaking" (NPR), "exquisite" (The Chicago Tribune) and
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"otherworldly" (Washington Post). "A new Hilary Mantel book is an Event with a ‘capital
‘E.'"—NPR "A book of her short stories is like a little sweet treat."—USA Today (4 stars)
"[Mantel is at] the top of her game."—Salon "Genius."—The Seattle Times One of the
most accomplished, acclaimed, and garlanded writers, Hilary Mantel delivers a brilliant
collection of contemporary stories In The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher, Hilary
Mantel's trademark gifts of penetrating characterization, unsparing eye, and rascally
intelligence are once again fully on display. Stories of dislocation and family fracture, of
whimsical infidelities and sudden deaths with sinister causes, brilliantly unsettle the
reader in that unmistakably Mantel way. Cutting to the core of human experience,
Mantel brutally and acutely writes about marriage, class, family, and sex.
Unpredictable, diverse, and sometimes shocking, The Assassination of Margaret
Thatcher displays a magnificent writer at the peak of her powers.
New York Times bestselling author Hilary Mantel, two-time winner of the Man Booker
Prize, is one of the world’s most accomplished and acclaimed fiction writers. Giving Up
the Ghost, is her dazzling memoir of a career blighted by physical pain in which her
singular imagination supplied compensation for the life her body was denied. Selected
by the New York Times as one of the 50 Best Memoirs of the Past 50 Years “The story
of my own childhood is a complicated sentence that I am always trying to finish, to
finish and put behind me.” In postwar rural England, Hilary Mantel grew up convinced
that the most extraordinary feats were within her grasp. But at nineteen, she became ill.
Through years of misdiagnosis, she suffered patronizing psychiatric treatment and
destructive surgery that left her without hope of children. Beset by pain and sadness,
she decided to “write herself into being”—one novel after another. This wry and visceral
memoir will certainly bring new converts to Mantel’s dark genius. “Mesmerizing.”—The
New York Times
Winner of the Man Booker Prize Penelope Lively won Britain's prestigious Booker Prize
for this deeply moving, elegantly structured novel. Elderly, uncompromising Claudia
Hampton lies in a London hospital bed with memories of life fluttering through her
fading consciousness. An author of popular history, Claudia proclaims she's carrying
out her last project: a history of the world. This history turns out to be a mosaic of her
life, her own story tangled with those of her brother, her lover and father of her
daughter, and the center of her life, Tom, her one great love found and lost in war-torn
Egypt. Always the independent woman, often with contentious relationships, Claudia's
personal history is complex and fascinating. As people visit Claudia, they shake and
twist the mosaic, changing speed, movement, and voice, to reveal themselves and
Claudia's impact on their world.

Bring Up the BodiesA NovelHenry Holt and Company
Winner of the 2012 Man Booker Prize Winner of the 2012 Costa Book of the Year
Award The sequel to Hilary Mantel's 2009 Man Booker Prize winner and New
York Times bestseller, Wolf Hall delves into the heart of Tudor history with the
downfall of Anne Boleyn Though he battled for seven years to marry her, Henry
is disenchanted with Anne Boleyn. She has failed to give him a son and her
sharp intelligence and audacious will alienate his old friends and the noble
families of England. When the discarded Katherine dies in exile from the court,
Anne stands starkly exposed, the focus of gossip and malice. At a word from
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Henry, Thomas Cromwell is ready to bring her down. Over three terrifying weeks,
Anne is ensnared in a web of conspiracy, while the demure Jane Seymour
stands waiting her turn for the poisoned wedding ring. But Anne and her powerful
family will not yield without a ferocious struggle. Hilary Mantel's Bring Up the
Bodies follows the dramatic trial of the queen and her suitors for adultery and
treason. To defeat the Boleyns, Cromwell must ally with his natural enemies, the
papist aristocracy. What price will he pay for Anne's head? Bring Up the Bodies is
one of The New York Times' 10 Best Books of 2012, one of Publishers Weekly's
Top 10 Best Books of 2012 and one of The Washington Post's 10 Best Books of
2012
The long-awaited biography of the genius who masterminded Henry VIII's bloody
revolution in the English government, which reveals at last Cromwell's role in the
downfall of Anne Boleyn "This a book that - and it's not often you can say this we have been awaiting for four hundred years." --Hilary Mantel, author of Wolf
Hall Since the sixteenth century we have been fascinated by Henry VIII and the
man who stood beside him, guiding him, enriching him, and enduring the king's
insatiable appetites and violent outbursts until Henry ordered his beheading in
July 1540. After a decade of sleuthing in the royal archives, Diarmaid MacCulloch
has emerged with a tantalizing new understanding of Henry's mercurial chief
minister, the inscrutable and utterly compelling Thomas Cromwell. History has
not been kind to the son of a Putney brewer who became the architect of
England's split with Rome. Where past biographies portrayed him as a scheming
operator with blood on his hands, Hilary Mantel reimagined him as a far more
sympathetic figure buffered by the whims of his master. So which was he--the
villain of history or the victim of her creation? MacCulloch sifted through letters
and court records for answers and found Cromwell's fingerprints on some of the
most transformative decisions of Henry's turbulent reign. But he also found
Cromwell the man, an administrative genius, rescuing him from myth and
slander. The real Cromwell was a deeply loving father who took his biggest risks
to secure the future of his son, Gregory. He was also a man of faith and a quiet
revolutionary. In the end, he could not appease or control the man whose humors
were so violent and unpredictable. But he made his mark on England, setting her
on the path to religious awakening and indelibly transforming the system of
government of the English-speaking world.
Winner of the Man Booker Prize Shortlisted for the the Orange Prize Shortlisted
for the Costa Novel Award `Dizzyingly, dazzlingly good' Daily Mail ‘Our most
brilliant English writer’ Guardian
One dark and stormy night in 1956, a stranger named Fludd mysteriously turns
up in the dismal village of Fetherhoughton. He is the curate sent by the bishop to
assist Father Angwin-or is he? In the most unlikely of places, a superstitious town
that understands little of romance or sentimentality, where bad blood between
neighbors is ancient and impenetrable, miracles begin to bloom. No matter how
copiously Father Angwin drinks while he confesses his broken faith, the level of
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the bottle does not drop. Although Fludd does not appear to be eating, the food
on his plate disappears. Fludd becomes lover, gravedigger, and savior,
transforming his dull office into a golden regency of decision, unashamed
sensation, and unprecedented action. Knitting together the miraculous and the
mundane, the dreadful and the ludicrous, Fludd is a tale of alchemy and
transformation told with astonishing art, insight, humor, and wit.
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A twisting,
haunting true-life murder mystery about one of the most monstrous crimes in
American history, from the author of The Lost City of Z. In the 1920s, the richest
people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma.
After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured
automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe. Then,
one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman,
Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another
was poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as more and more Osage were
dying under mysterious circumstances, and many of those who dared to
investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll rose, the
newly created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover,
turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery.
White put together an undercover team, including a Native American agent who
infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to expose one of the
most chilling conspiracies in American history.
The New York Times bestselling and legendary author of Helen of Troy and
Elizabeth I now turns her gaze on Emperor Nero, one of the most notorious and
misunderstood figures in history. Built on the backs of those who fell before it,
Julius Caesar’s imperial dynasty is only as strong as the next person who seeks
to control it. In the Roman Empire no one is safe from the sting of betrayal: man,
woman—or child. As a boy, Nero’s royal heritage becomes a threat to his very
life, first when the mad emperor Caligula tries to drown him, then when his great
aunt attempts to secure her own son’s inheritance. Faced with shocking acts of
treachery, young Nero is dealt a harsh lesson: it is better to be cruel than dead.
While Nero idealizes the artistic and athletic principles of Greece, his very
survival rests on his ability to navigate the sea of vipers that is Rome. The most
lethal of all is his own mother, a cold-blooded woman whose singular goal is to
control the empire. With cunning and poison, the obstacles fall one by one. But
as Agrippina’s machinations earn her son a title he is both tempted and terrified
to assume, Nero’s determination to escape her thrall will shape him into the man
he was fated to become—an Emperor who became legendary. With impeccable
research and captivating prose, The Confessions of Young Nero is the story of a
boy’s ruthless ascension to the throne. Detailing his journey from innocent youth
to infamous ruler, it is an epic tale of the lengths to which man will go in the
ultimate quest for power and survival.
Based on extensive data for land ownership, income distribution, and agricultural
Page 4/11

Get Free Bring Up The Bodies Thomas Cromwell Trilogy Book 2
production, this book assesses Peru's experience with development planning
since 1950 and discusses efforts to improve the standard of living of its rural
population through changes in agrarian structure. .
From the author of The Seed Collectors comes a darkly comic take on power,
privilege, and the pressure put on young women to fit in—and be thin—at their
all–girls boarding school It's already the second week of term when Natasha, the
daughter of a Russian oligarch, arrives at a vast English country house for her
first day of boarding school. She soon discovers that the headmaster gives
special treatment to the skinniest girls, and Tash finds herself thrown into the
school's unfamiliar, moneyed world of fierce pecking orders, eating disorders,
and Instagram angst. The halls echo with the story of Princess Augusta, the
White Lady whose portraits—featuring a hypnotizing black diamond—hang
everywhere and whose ghost is said to haunt the dorms. It's said that she fell in
love with a commoner and drowned herself in the lake. But the girls don't really
know anything about the woman she was, much less anything about one
another. When Tash's friend Bianca mysteriously vanishes, the routines of the
school seem darker and more alien than ever before. Tash must try to stay
alive—and sane—while she uncovers what's really going on. Darkly hilarious,
Oligarchy is Heathers for the digital age, a Prep populated with the teenage
children of the European elite, exploring youth, power, and affluence. Scarlett
Thomas captures the lives of these privileged young women, in all their triviality
and magnitude, seeking acceptance and control in a manipulative world.
Based on the largely neglected Nicholson manuscripts, this book throws new light on the
crucial importance of land speculation in the post-Revolutionary period, and on the career of a
man who became the leading speculator in Pennsylvania and one of the chief land jobbers in
the new nation. Nicholson, rather than his partner, Robert Morris, is shown to be the prime
mover in the Federal City Project. It is also revealed that some of Nicholson's promotional
efforts won the praise of President Washington. Several myths are dispelled--for instance, by
showing that some of the allegedly mythical settlements in Kentucky were quite real. Most
important, Professor Arbuckle reveals how Nicholson's dual career, as political idealist and
financial gambler, stemmed from his unbounded faith in the potential growth of the infant
republic. The book begins with Nicholson's use of his position as a state official for speculative
purposes. It examines his roles as a founder of the National Democratic Party, a promoter of a
settlement (Asylum) for French émigrés, a planner and developer of Washington, D.C., and an
entrepreneur in the export trade, iron and textile manufacturing, and steamboat promotion. It
ends with his evasion of creditors and his death in debtor's prison at age 43, leaving a wife and
eight children and debts of over twelve million dollars.
A stunning collection of essays and memoir from twice Booker Prize winner and international
bestseller Hilary Mantel, author of The Mirror and the Light
Futh, a middle-aged, recently separated man heads to Germany for a restorative walking
holiday. During his circular walk along the Rhine, he contemplates the formative moments of
his childhood. At the end of the week, Futh returns to what he sees as the sanctuary of the
Hellhaus hotel, unaware of the events which have been unfolding there in his absence.
In this long-awaited description of the body-centered therapy developed by Marion Rosen, the
reader begins to understand how emotional and physical ailments can be addressed through
the gentle touch of the Rosen practitioner. Rosen explains how the practitioner identifies
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tensions in the body that point to the source of a problem and how that awareness guides the
healing process. With the help of psychotherapist Susan Brenner, the director of Rosen Center
East and one of Marion's first students, she describes the origins of her method; how people
reveal their emotions in body postures; barriers they set up to love, self-expression, and
intimacy, and how Rosen work enables a client to move beyond these barriers. Treatments for
asthma, migraine headaches, heart problems, weak immune systems, and psychosomatic
illnesses are chronicled. Essays by doctors, psychologists, and Rosen practitioners describe
how this method of touch, words, and acceptance guides their work, and complete this
remarkable tribute to a visionary woman.
“An exceptional and compelling biography about one of the Tudor Age’s most complex and
controversial figures.” —Alison Weir Thomas Cromwell has long been reviled as a
Machiavellian schemer who stopped at nothing in his quest for power. As King Henry VIII’s
right-hand man, Cromwell was the architect of the English Reformation; secured Henry’s
divorce from Catherine of Aragon and plotted the downfall of his second wife, Anne Boleyn;
and was fatally accused of trying to usurp the king himself. In this engrossing biography,
acclaimed British historian Tracy Borman reveals a different side to one of history’s most
notorious characters: that of a caring husband and father, a fiercely loyal servant and friend,
and a revolutionary who was key in transforming medieval England into a modern state.
Thomas Cromwell was at the heart of the most momentous events of his time—from funding the
translation and dissemination of the first vernacular Bible to legitimizing Anne Boleyn as
queen—and wielded immense power over both church and state. The impact of his seismic
political, religious, and social reforms can still be felt today. Grounded in excellent primary
source research, Thomas Cromwell gives an inside look at a monarchy that has captured the
Western imagination for centuries and tells the story of a controversial and enigmatic man who
forever changed the shape of his country. “An intelligent, sympathetic, and well researched
biography.” —The Wall Street Journal “Borman unravels the story of Cromwell’s rise to power
skillfully . . . If you want the inside story of Thomas Cromwell . . . this is the book for you.” —The
Weekly Standard “An engrossing biography. . . . A fine rags-to-riches-to-executioner’s-block
story of a major figure of the English Reformation.” —Kirkus Reviews “An insightful biography
of a much-maligned historical figure.” —Booklist
In the ruthless arena of King Henry VIII's court, only one man dares to gamble his life to win
the king's favor and ascend to the heights of political power England in the 1520s is a
heartbeat from disaster. If the king dies without a male heir, the country could be destroyed by
civil war. Henry VIII wants to annul his marriage of twenty years, and marry Anne Boleyn. The
pope and most of Europe opposes him. The quest for the king's freedom destroys his adviser,
the brilliant Cardinal Wolsey, and leaves a power vacuum. Into this impasse steps Thomas
Cromwell. Cromwell is a wholly original man, a charmer and a bully, both idealist and
opportunist, astute in reading people and a demon of energy: he is also a consummate
politician, hardened by his personal losses, implacable in his ambition. But Henry is volatile:
one day tender, one day murderous. Cromwell helps him break the opposition, but what will be
the price of his triumph? In inimitable style, Hilary Mantel presents a picture of a half-made
society on the cusp of change, where individuals fight or embrace their fate with passion and
courage. With a vast array of characters, overflowing with incident, the novel re-creates an era
when the personal and political are separated by a hairbreadth, where success brings
unlimited power but a single failure means death.
MIKE POULTON'S TWO-PART STAGE ADAPTATION OF HILARY MANTEL'S ACCLAIMED
NOVELS WOLF HALL AND BRING UP THE BODIES Hilary Mantel's Thomas Cromwell
novels are the most formidable literary achievements of recent times, both recipients of the
Man Booker Prize. Adapted by Mike Poulton, the plays were premiered by the Royal
Shakespeare Company at the Swan Theatre, Straford-upon-Avon, in December 2013, directed
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by Jeremy Herrin. This edition contains a substantial set of notes by Hilary Mantel on each of
the principal characters, offering a unique insight into the plays and an invaluable resource to
any theater companies wishing to stage them. Wolf Hall begins in England in 1527. Henry has
been King for almost twenty years and is desperate for a male heir; but Cardinal Wolsey
cannot deliver the divorce he craves. Yet for a man with the right talents, this crisis could be an
opportunity. Thomas Cromwell is a commoner who has risen in Wolsey's household—and he
will stop at nothing to secure the King's desires and advance his own ambitions. In Bring Up
the Bodies, the volatile Anne Boleyn is now Queen, her career seemingly entwined with that of
Cromwell. But when the King begins to fall in love with plain Jane Seymour, the ever-pragmatic
Cromwell must negotiate within an increasingly perilous Court to satisfy Henry, defend the
nation, and above all, to secure his own rise in the world.
By 1535 Thomas Cromwell, the blacksmith’s son, is far from his humble origins. Chief Minister
to Henry VIII, his fortunes have risen with those of Anne Boleyn, Henry’s second wife, for
whose sake Henry has broken with Rome and created his own church. But Henry’s actions
have forced England into dangerous isolation, and Anne has failed to do what she promised:
bear a son to secure the Tudor line. When Henry visits Wolf Hall, Cromwell watches as Henry
falls in love with the silent, plain Jane Seymour. The minister sees what is at stake: not just the
king’s pleasure, but the safety of the nation. As he eases a way through the sexual politics of
the court, and its miasma of gossip, he must negotiate a “truth” that will satisfy Henry and
secure his own career. But neither minister nor king will emerge undamaged from the bloody
theatre of Anne’s final days. In Bring Up the Bodies, sequel to the Man Booker Prize– winning
Wolf Hall, Hilary Mantel explores one of the most mystifying and frightening episodes in
English history: the destruction of Anne Boleyn.
The Great Gatsby (1925) is a novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Published at the height of
Fitzgerald’s career as a leading writer of American fiction, The Great Gatsby was reviewed
poorly by contemporary critics, but has since been recognized as a groundbreaking work for its
vision of American decadence and decay. Adapted into several influential films and adored by
generations of readers and writers, The Great Gatsby is not only Fitzgerald’s crowning
achievement, but one of the finest novels ever written. Nick Carraway is a young veteran and
Yale graduate who moves to New York in search of work. He rents a bungalow on Long Island
next door to the extravagant mansion of Jay Gatsby, a magnanimous millionaire with a
mysterious past. There, he reconnects with his distant cousin Daisy and her husband Tom
Buchanan, a flagrant philanderer who brings Nick to the city in order to spend time with Myrtle,
his impoverished mistress. Soon, he receives an invitation to a party at the Gatsby mansion,
where he gets terribly drunk and meets his neighbor, who swears they served together in the
Great War. As time goes by, the two begin a tenuous friendship bolstered by stories of the war
and a mutual fondness for alcohol. When Nick discovers that Gatsby and Daisy have a
complicated history with one another, he starts to question not only the nature of his
neighbor’s kindness, but his own desire to make it big in New York. The Great Gatsby is a
tragic tale of ambition and romance set in the Roaring Twenties, a decade born from war and
lost to economic disaster. With a beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset
manuscript, this new edition of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby is a classic work of
American literature reimagined for modern readers.
"Hilary Mantel's novels are the most formidable literary achievements of recent times, both
recipients of the Man Booker Prize. Adapted by Mike Poulton, the plays were premiered by the
Royal Shakespeare Company at the Swan Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon, in December 2013,
directed by Jeremy Herrin. - This edition contains a substantial set of notes by Hilary Mantel on
each of the principal characters, offering a unique insight into the plays and an invaluable
resource to any reader looking for an even deeper understanding of Mantel's historical
creations - A North American production is expected in 2015. - Taken together Wolf Hall and
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Bring Up the Bodies have sold more than 3 million copies and have been translated into 36
languages"-Cattlemen ride alone across the open range under the deadly aim of roving desperadoes. . . .
Gamblers stake their fortunes and their lives on a deck of cards. . . . Strong-willed señoritas
seek independence through an enticing combination of beauty, audacity, and spirit. . . .
Lawmen and outlaws walk the same dusty streets and speak a common language: Colt,
Winchester, Smith & Wesson. Gritty, tough, and unflinchingly authentic, here is the West as it
really was: a land where for every friend there is an enemy, for every handshake a fist, for
every dispute a resolution—usually in an explosive showdown of blood and bullets. In these
remarkable tales, Louis L’Amour—like the very heroes he depicts—blazes a trail across the
American frontier and takes us on an unforgettable journey into the heart of our western
heritage.
A collection of essays on fiction in Britain, with contributions by contemporary novelists and
critics such as Martin Amis, Ian McEwan, Hilary Mantel, James Wood, Christopher Hitchens,
Michael Wood, and Elaine Showalter.
Set during the French Revolution, this "riveting historical novel" ("The New Yorker") is the story
of three young provincials who together helped destroy a way of life and, in the process,
destroyed themselves.
“It has been a while since I have read a book as richly sown with beauty . . . A remarkable
work, remarkable for the precision and vitality of its perceptions and for the successful intricacy
of its prose.” —James Wood, The New Yorker A visionary novel by "one of the most talented
writers of his generation"—The Times Literary Supplement Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize
Based on real events, The Quickening Maze won over UK critics and readers alike with its
rapturous prose and vivid exploration of poetry and madness. Historically accurate yet
brilliantly imagined, this is the debut publication of this elegant and riveting novel in the United
States. In 1837, after years of struggling with alcoholism and depression, the great nature poet
John Clare finds himself in High Beach—a mental institution located in Epping Forest on the
outskirts of London. It is not long before another famed writer, the young Alfred Tennyson,
moves nearby and grows entwined in the catastrophic schemes of the hospital's owner, the
peculiar Dr. Matthew Allen, his lonely adolescent daughter, and a coterie of mysterious local
characters. With lyrical grace, the cloistered world of High Beach and its residents are brought
richly to life in this enchanting book.
"As good as a historical novel can be—fresh, imaginative, sensitively written." —The New York
Post The Man on a Donkey is an enthralling, panoramic historical novel that brings to life one
of the most tumultuous times in British history—the reign of King Henry VIII. In Part 1, readers
are introduced to the world of the Tudors through the lives of five individuals. When King Henry
VIII takes his mistress as his new wife, seizes Church property, and declares himself the only
supreme head of the Church of England, the lives and fortunes of these five people are
shaken—setting the stage for the momentous events in Part 2 of The Man on a Donkey.
Winners of the Man Booker Prize and hugely successful stage plays in London's West End and
on Broadway, Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies bring history to life for a whole new audience
having now been adapted into a six-part television series by the BBC and PBS Masterpiece.
Hilary Mantel's Thomas Cromwell novels are the most formidable literary achievements of
recent times. Wolf Hall begins in England in 1527. England is a heartbeat from disaster. If the
king dies without a male heir, the country could be destroyed by civil war. Henry VIII wants to
annul his marriage of twenty years and marry Anne Boleyn. The pope and most of Europe
oppose him. Into this impasse steps Thomas Cromwell: a wholly original man, a charmer and a
bully, both idealist and opportunist, master of deadly intrigue, and implacable in his ambition.
Bring Up the Bodies unlocks the darkly glittering court of Henry VIII, where Thomas Cromwell
is now chief minister. Henry is disenchanted with Anne Boleyn and has fixed his eye on the
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demure Jane Seymour. Anne has failed to give England an heir and rumors of her infidelity
creep through the court. Over a few terrifying weeks, to dislodge her from her throne, Cromwell
ensnares Anne in a web of conspiracy—acting to save his life, serve his king and secure his
position. But from the bloody theater of the queen's final days, no one will emerge unscathed.
Books Are Weapons Books have wielded an immense power for good and evil throughout the
history of the human race. Here is a thoughtful and probing discussion of sixteen of the most
important works of all time which influenced history, economics, culture, civilization, and
scientific thought from the Renaissance to the present day. Such widely different, but
immensely powerful books as Hitler’s Mein Kampf, which foreshadowed the death and
destruction of World War II, Harvey’s famous volume on blood circulation which revolutionized
medical theory and treatment, Einstein’s theories on relativity which opened the atomic age
are clearly described in this provocative and readable volume. Dr. Downs, former President of
the American Library Association and head of the University of Illinois Library, also shows the
widespread and decisive influence of other great works, including Newton’s presentation of his
discovery of the laws of gravity, a cornerstone in scientific theory today, Darwin’s Origin of
Species which many churchmen thought contradicted the Bible, Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
Uncle Tom’s Cabin which is considered one of the major causes of the American Civil War,
and Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams, the great volume from the man who revolutionized
modern man’s thoughts about himself. Altogether, here is a fascinating presentation of books
from many times which shows the tremendous power of the printed word on human
development.
A two-ebook edition of Hilary Mantel’s bestselling novels: Wolf Hall, winner of the Man Booker
Prize 2009, and Bring Up the Bodies, winner of the Man Booker Prize 2012. Wolf Hall and
Bring Up the Bodies, the first two instalments in Hilary Mantel’s Tudor trilogy, have gathered
readers and praise in equal and enormous measure. They have been credited with elevating
historical fiction to new heights and animating a period of history many thought too well known
to be made fresh. Through the eyes and ears of Thomas Cromwell, the books’ narrative prism,
we are shown Tudor England, the court of King Henry VIII. Cromwell is a wholly original man:
the son of a brutal blacksmith, a political genius, a briber, a charmer, a bully, a man with a
delicate and deadly expertise in manipulating people and events. In Wolf Hall we witness
Cromwell’s rise, beginning as clerk to Cardinal Wolsey, Henry’s chief advisor, charged with
securing the divorce the pope refuses to grant. He is soon to become his successor. By 1535,
when the action of Bring Up the Bodies begins, Cromwell is Chief Minister to Henry, his
fortunes having risen with those of Anne Boleyn, Henry’s second wife. Anne’s days, though,
are marked. Cromwell watches as the king falls in love with silent, plain Jane Seymour,
sensing what Henry’s affection will mean for his queen, for England, and for himself.

A taut and terrifying trip into a distorting mirror--a novel as tense, immediate, and
chilling as the world it depicts. "A Middle Eastern Turn of the Screw with an
insidious power to grip."-Time Out
From the renowned author of Possession, The Children’s Book is the absorbing
story of the close of what has been called the Edwardian summer: the
deceptively languid, blissful period that ended with the cataclysmic destruction of
World War I. In this compelling novel, A.S. Byatt summons up a whole era,
revealing that beneath its golden surface lay tensions that would explode into
war, revolution and unbelievable change — for the generation that came of age
before 1914 and, most of all, for their children. The novel centres around Olive
Wellwood, a fairy tale writer, and her circle, which includes the brilliant, erratic
craftsman Benedict Fludd and his apprentice Phillip Warren, a runaway from the
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poverty of the Potteries; Prosper Cain, the soldier who directs what will become
the Victoria and Albert Museum; Olive’s brother-in-law Basil Wellwood, an officer
of the Bank of England; and many others from every layer of society. A.S. Byatt
traces their lives in intimate detail and moves between generations, following the
children who must choose whether to follow the roles expected of them or stand
up to their parents’ “porcelain socialism.” Olive’s daughter Dorothy wishes to
become a doctor, while her other daughter, Hedda, wants to fight for votes for
women. Her son Tom, sent to an upper-class school, wants nothing more than to
spend time in the woods, tracking birds and foxes. Her nephew Charles becomes
embroiled with German-influenced revolutionaries. Their portraits connect the
political issues at the heart of nascent feminism and socialism with grave
personal dilemmas, interlacing until The Children’s Book becomes a perfect
depiction of an entire world. Olive is a fairy tale writer in the era of Peter Pan and
Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind In the Willows, not long after Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland. At a time when children in England suffered deprivation by the
millions, the concept of childhood was being refined and elaborated in ways that
still influence us today. For each of her children, Olive writes a special, private
book, bound in a different colour and placed on a shelf; when these same
children are ferried off into the unremitting destruction of the Great War, the
reader is left to wonder who the real children in this novel are. The Children’s
Book is an astonishing novel. It is an historical feat that brings to life an era that
helped shape our own as well as a gripping, personal novel about parents and
children, life’s most painful struggles and its richest pleasures. No other writer
could have imagined it or created it.
Enchanted by Narnia's fantastic world as a child, prominent critic Laura Miller
returns to the series as an adult to uncover the source of these small books'
mysterious power by looking at their creator, Clive Staples Lewis. What she
discovers is not the familiar, idealized image of the author, but a more interesting
and ambiguous truth: Lewis's tragic and troubled childhood, his unconventional
love life, and his intense but ultimately doomed friendship with J.R.R. Tolkien.
Finally reclaiming Narnia "for the rest of us," Miller casts the Chronicles as a
profoundly literary creation, and the portal to a lifelong adventure in books, art,
and the imagination.
The brilliant #1 New York Times bestseller Named a best book of 2020 by The
New York Times, The Washington Post, TIME, The Guardian, and many more
With The Mirror & the Light, Hilary Mantel brings to a triumphant close the trilogy
she began with her peerless, Booker Prize-winning novels, Wolf Hall and Bring
Up the Bodies. She traces the final years of Thomas Cromwell, the boy from
nowhere who climbs to the heights of power, offering a defining portrait of
predator and prey, of a ferocious contest between present and past, between
royal will and a common man’s vision: of a modern nation making itself through
conflict, passion and courage. The story begins in May 1536: Anne Boleyn is
dead, decapitated in the space of a heartbeat by a hired French executioner. As
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her remains are bundled into oblivion, Cromwell breakfasts with the victors. The
blacksmith’s son from Putney emerges from the spring’s bloodbath to continue
his climb to power and wealth, while his formidable master, Henry VIII, settles to
short-lived happiness with his third queen, Jane Seymour. Cromwell, a man with
only his wits to rely on, has no great family to back him, no private army. Despite
rebellion at home, traitors plotting abroad and the threat of invasion testing
Henry’s regime to the breaking point, Cromwell’s robust imagination sees a new
country in the mirror of the future. All of England lies at his feet, ripe for
innovation and religious reform. But as fortune’s wheel turns, Cromwell’s
enemies are gathering in the shadows. The inevitable question remains: how
long can anyone survive under Henry’s cruel and capricious gaze? Eagerly
awaited and eight years in the making, The Mirror & the Light completes
Cromwell’s journey from self-made man to one of the most feared, influential
figures of his time. Portrayed by Mantel with pathos and terrific energy, Cromwell
is as complex as he is unforgettable: a politician and a fixer, a husband and a
father, a man who both defied and defined his age.
A study of the West African Hauka - spirits that grotesquely mimic and mock
"Europeans" of the colonial epoch. The author considers spirit possession as a
set of embodied practices with serious social and cultural consequences.
Embodying Colonial Memories is the first in-depth study of the West African
Hauka, spirits in the body of (human) mediums which mimic and mock
Europeans of the colonial epoch. Paul Stoller, who was initiated into a spirit
possession troupe, recounts an insider's tale of the Hauka with respect and
"brotherly" deference. He combines narrative description, historical analysis, and
reflections on the importance of embodiment and mimesis to social theory, with
particular reference to the Songhay peoples of the Republic of Niger.
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