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Philosophy For Dummies is a complete crash-course in philosophical thought, covering key philosophers, philosophical history and
theory and the big questions that affect us today. Tying in with standard UK curricula and including core topics such as logic,
ethics and political philosophy, this impartial, expert guide cuts through the jargon to give you the facts.
Explore the mysteries of morality and the concept of right and wrong with this accessible, engaging guide featuring basic facts
along with an overview of modern-day issues ranging from business ethics and bioethics to political and social ethics. Ethics 101
offers an exciting look into the history of moral principles that dictate human behavior. Unlike traditional textbooks that overwhelm,
this easy-to-read guide presents the key concepts of ethics in fun, straightforward lessons and exercises featuring only the most
important facts, theories, and ideas. Ethics 101 includes unique, accessible elements such as: -Explanations of the major moral
philosophies including utilitarianism, deontology, virtue ethics, and eastern philosophers including Avicenna, Buddha, and
Confucius. -Classic thought exercises including the trolley problem, the sorites paradox, and agency theory -Unique profiles of the
greatest characters in moral philosophy -An explanation of modern applied ethics in bioethics, business ethics, political ethics,
professional ethics, organizational ethics, and social ethics From Plato to Jean-Paul Sartre and utilitarianism to antirealism, Ethics
101 is jam-packed with enlightening information that you can’t get anywhere else!
What is Philosophy? Philosophy is a social science that explores the fundamental questions of life. It seeks to answer the
following: Who am I? Why am I here? What is truth? What is reality? What is beauty? What should I do and not do? Who is God?
Philosophy Crash Course: An In-Depth Overview of Histories Great Thinkers starts with what philosophy is, it's concepts, thinkers,
and much more! Be exposed to: Cicero Pythagoras Socrates Plato Aristotle Seneca Nietzsche Karl Marx Sam Harris Behaviorism
Existentialism Stoicism And much more! With over 50 of Histories Great Thinkers and Philosophies, this book lays the foundation
of the essentials you need to know about philosophy.
Many contemporary writers misunderstand early Christian views on philosophy because they identify the critical stances of the
ante-Nicene fathers toward specific pagan philosophical schools with a general negative stance toward reason itself. Dariusz
Kar?owicz's Socrates and Other Saints demonstrates why this identification is false. The question of the extent of humanity's
natural knowledge cannot be reduced to the question of faith's relationship to the historical manifestations of philosophy among the
Ancients. Kar?owicz closely reads the writings of Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, and others to demonstrate this
point. He also builds upon Pierre Hadot's thesis that ancient philosophy is not primarily theory but a "way of life" taught by sages,
which aimed at happiness through participation in the divine. The fact that pagan philosophers falsely described humanity's telos
did not mean that the spiritual practices they developed could not be helpful in the Christian pilgrimage. As it turns out, the ancient
Christian writers traditionally considered to be enemies of philosophy actually borrowed from her much more than we think--and
perhaps more than they admitted.
It's time to start taking toilet time a little more seriously. (Well, as seriously as you can with your pants around your ankles.) What's
inside is a digestible re-education in everything you probably learned, but most likely forgot because you have too much crap to
remember. Don't worry though; the way the information's presented, the learning won't be too rough. During every visit, you'll be
schooled on five academic subjects: History, Language Arts, Math, Science, and Foreign Language. Each subject is broken down
into topics, with each topic split into six mini-lessons, and finished off with a quick quiz. Think of each restroom trip as a day of
middle school crammed into one bathroom break. Now rather than idle away as you do your business, you'll be treated to a firstclass education that finishes when you flush—and picks up again when you sit back down.
Two experienced educators offer an up-to-date introduction to philosophy from a Christian perspective that covers the four major
areas of philosophical thought: epistemology, metaphysics, philosophy of religion, and ethics. Written from an analytic perspective,
the book introduces key concepts and issues within the main areas of philosophical inquiry in a comprehensive yet accessible
way, inviting readers on a quest for goodness, truth, and beauty that ultimately points to Jesus as the source of all.
Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings, Fifth Edition, is the most comprehensive topically organized
collection of classical and contemporary philosophy available. Ideal for introductory philosophy courses, the text includes sections
on God and evil, knowledge and reality, the philosophy of science, the mind/body problem, freedom of will, consciousness, ethics,
political philosophy, existential issues, and philosophical puzzles and paradoxes. Insightful introductions to each part, study
questions after each reading selection, and an extensive glossary of philosophical terms help make the readings more accessible
to students. Revised and updated to make it more pedagogical, the fifth edition incorporates boldfaced key terms (listed after each
reading and defined in the glossary); a guide to writing philosophy papers; and a Logical Toolkit, which lists and explains common
terminology used in philosophical reasoning. This edition also features five new readings and a separate section on existential
issues. In addition, the book is accompanied by supplementary materials that enhance its utility. An updated Instructor's Manual
and Testbank on CD contains sample syllabi, sample exam questions, summaries of each reading, and additional pedagogical
tools. A Companion Website at www.oup.com/us/perry features the same material included in the Instructor's Manual and
Testbank. It also links to a separate site for students, which offers multiple-choice self-quizzes; pedagogical material; and an
interactive blog featuring recommended websites, news articles, helpful anecdotes, and interviews.
In the long history of philosophy and literature, few have been so widely read and admired as the great thinkers of Greece and
Rome. For modern audiences, this eBook bundle—which collects the Modern Library editions of three classics: Marcus Aurelius’
Meditations, Selected Dialogues of Plato, and The Basic Works of Aristotle—is the perfect introduction to the foundation of modern
knowledge. Accompanied by insightful, accessible commentary from some of today’s top scholars, including Gregory Hays,
Hayden Pelliccia, and C.D.C. Reeve, this is a collection of ideas that changed the world—and have truly stood the test of time.
MEDITATIONS Marcus Aurelius succeeded his adoptive father as emperor of Rome in A.D. 161—and Meditations remains one of
the greatest works of spiritual and ethical reflection ever written. The Meditations have become required reading for statesmen and
philosophers alike, while generations of readers have responded to the straightforward intimacy of the leader’s style. In Gregory
Hays’s seminal translation, Marcus’s thoughts speak with a new immediacy: Never before have they been so directly and
powerfully presented. SELECTED DIALOGUES OF PLATO In this volume, Hayden Pelliccia has revised five of Benjamin Jowett’s
translations of Plato—classics in their own right—to produce a fresh, modern take that Library Journal calls “a needed and welcome
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addition to the translations of the Dialogues.” Here are Ion, Protagoras, Phaedrus, and the famous Symposium, which discuss
poetry, the Socratic method, rhetoric, psychology, and love. Most dramatically, Apology puts Socrates’ art of persuasion to the
ultimate test—defending his own life. THE BASIC WORKS OF ARISTOTLE Preserved by Arabic mathematicians and canonized by
Christian scholars, Aristotle’s works have shaped Western thought, science, and religion for nearly two thousand years—and
Richard McKeon’s edition has long been considered the best available one-volume Aristotle. Here are selections from the
Organon, On the Heavens, The Short Physical Treatises, Rhetoric, among others, and On the Soul, On Generation and
Corruption, Physics, Metaphysics, Nicomachean Ethics, Politics, and Poetics in their entirety.

Perfect for gifting to lovers of philosophy or mining intelligent ice-breaker topics for your next party, The Pig That Wants
to Be Eaten offers one hundred philosophical puzzles that stimulate thought on a host of moral, social, and personal
dilemmas. Taking examples from sources as diverse as Plato and Steven Spielberg, author Julian Baggini presents
abstract philosophical issues in concrete terms, suggesting possible solutions while encouraging readers to draw their
own conclusions: Lively, clever, and thought-provoking, The Pig That Wants to Be Eaten is a portable feast for the mind
that is sure to satisfy any intellectual appetite.
This volume, covering entries from "Determinables and determinates" to "Fuzzy logic," presents articles on Eastern and
Western philosophies, medical and scientific ethics, the Holocaust, terrorism, censorship, biographical entries, and much
more.
J. Kastely makes the case for Plato's Republic as a self-consciously rhetorical work exploring a fundamental problem for
philosophy. He argues that theRepublic is a mimetic poem responding to a discursive crisis within democracy, namely,
the absence of a genuinely persuasive defense of justice. Understanding theRepublic as a work that raises persuasion
as a key problem for philosophy requires us to rethink Plato's understanding of the relationship between philosophy and
rhetoric. This is a major and provocative reconsideration of the relationship of philosophy and rhetoric and raises issues
central to a wide range of scholarly fields, from political theory to psychology to aesthetics.
The definitive sequel to New York Times bestseller How the Scots Invented the Modern World is a magisterial account of
how the two greatest thinkers of the ancient world, Plato and Aristotle, laid the foundations of Western culture—and how
their rivalry shaped the essential features of our culture down to the present day. Plato came from a wealthy, connected
Athenian family and lived a comfortable upper-class lifestyle until he met an odd little man named Socrates, who showed
him a new world of ideas and ideals. Socrates taught Plato that a man must use reason to attain wisdom, and that the life
of a lover of wisdom, a philosopher, was the pinnacle of achievement. Plato dedicated himself to living that ideal and
went on to create a school, his famed Academy, to teach others the path to enlightenment through contemplation.
However, the same Academy that spread Plato’s teachings also fostered his greatest rival. Born to a family of Greek
physicians, Aristotle had learned early on the value of observation and hands-on experience. Rather than rely on pure
contemplation, he insisted that the truest path to knowledge is through empirical discovery and exploration of the world
around us. Aristotle, Plato’s most brilliant pupil, thus settled on a philosophy very different from his instructor’s and
launched a rivalry with profound effects on Western culture. The two men disagreed on the fundamental purpose of the
philosophy. For Plato, the image of the cave summed up man’s destined path, emerging from the darkness of material
existence to the light of a higher and more spiritual truth. Aristotle thought otherwise. Instead of rising above mundane
reality, he insisted, the philosopher’s job is to explain how the real world works, and how we can find our place in it.
Aristotle set up a school in Athens to rival Plato’s Academy: the Lyceum. The competition that ensued between the two
schools, and between Plato and Aristotle, set the world on an intellectual adventure that lasted through the Middle Ages
and Renaissance and that still continues today. From Martin Luther (who named Aristotle the third great enemy of true
religion, after the devil and the Pope) to Karl Marx (whose utopian views rival Plato’s), heroes and villains of history have
been inspired and incensed by these two master philosophers—but never outside their influence. Accessible, riveting, and
eloquently written, The Cave and the Light provides a stunning new perspective on the Western world, certain to open
eyes and stir debate. Praise for The Cave and the Light “A sweeping intellectual history viewed through two ancient
Greek lenses . . . breezy and enthusiastic but resting on a sturdy rock of research.”—Kirkus Reviews “Examining
mathematics, politics, theology, and architecture, the book demonstrates the continuing relevance of the ancient
world.”—Publishers Weekly “A fabulous way to understand over two millennia of history, all in one book.”—Library Journal
“Entertaining and often illuminating.”—The Wall Street Journal
Of all Plato’s dialogues, the Parmenides is notoriously the most difficult to interpret. Scholars of all periods have
disagreed about its aims and subject matter. The interpretations have ranged from reading the dialogue as an
introduction to the whole of Platonic metaphysics to seeing it as a collection of sophisticated tricks, or even as an
elaborate joke. This work presents an illuminating new translation of the dialogue together with an extensive introduction
and running commentary, giving a unified explanation of the Parmenides and integrating it firmly within the context of
Plato's metaphysics and methodology. Scolnicov shows that in the Parmenides Plato addresses the most serious
challenge to his own philosophy: the monism of Parmenides and the Eleatics. In addition to providing a serious rebuttal to
Parmenides, Plato here re-formulates his own theory of forms and participation, arguments that are central to the whole
of Platonic thought, and provides these concepts with a rigorous logical and philosophical foundation. In Scolnicov's
analysis, the Parmenides emerges as an extension of ideas from Plato's middle dialogues and as an opening to the later
dialogues. Scolnicov’s analysis is crisp and lucid, offering a persuasive approach to a complicated dialogue. This
translation follows the Greek closely, and the commentary affords the Greekless reader a clear understanding of how
Scolnicov’s interpretation emerges from the text. This volume will provide a valuable introduction and framework for
understanding a dialogue that continues to generate lively discussion today.
It is an excellent book – highly intelligent, interesting and original. Expressing high philosophy in a readable form without
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trivialising it is a very difficult task and McAleer manages the task admirably. Plato is, yet again, intensely topical in the
chaotic and confused world in which we are now living. Philip Allott, Professor Emeritus of International Public Law at
Cambridge University This book is a lucid and accessible companion to Plato’s Republic, throwing light upon the text’s
arguments and main themes, placing them in the wider context of the text’s structure. In its illumination of the
philosophical ideas underpinning the work, it provides readers with an understanding and appreciation of the complexity
and literary artistry of Plato’s Republic. McAleer not only unpacks the key overarching questions of the text – What is
justice? And Is a just life happier than an unjust life? – but also highlights some fascinating, overlooked passages which
contribute to our understanding of Plato’s philosophical thought. Plato’s 'Republic': An Introduction offers a rigorous and
thought-provoking analysis of the text, helping readers navigate one of the world’s most influential works of philosophy
and political theory. With its approachable tone and clear presentation, it constitutes a welcome contribution to the field,
and will be an indispensable resource for philosophy students and teachers, as well as general readers new to, or
returning to, the text.
An introduction to the study of philosophy with discussions on several topics including God, politics, science and art.
Advice for modern dilemmas from the greatest Western philosophers. How can Kant comfort you when you get ditched
via text message? How can Aristotle cure your hangover? How can Heidegger make you feel better when your dog dies?
When You Kant Figure It Out, Ask a Philosopher explains how pearls of wisdom from the greatest Western philosophers
can help us face and make light of some of the daily challenges of modern life. In twelve clever, accessible chapters,
you'll get advice from Epicurus about how to disconnect from constant news alerts and social media updates, Nietzsche's
take on getting in shape, John Stuart Mill's tips for handling bad birthday presents, and many other classic insights to
help you navigate life today. Hilarious, practical, and edifying, When You Kant Figure It Out, Ask a Philosopher brings the
best thinkers of the past into the 21st Century to help us all make sense of a chaotic new world.
*Analyzes the controversies and mysteries surrounding Socrates' life and death, including the debate over his portrayal in
Plato's Socratic dialogues. *Discusses the philosophers' writings about knowledge, logic, metaphysics, science, reason,
Forms, political science, rhetoric and more. *Includes busts and other art depicting the philosophers and other important
people. *Includes a Bibliography on each for further reading. In 427 B.C., the Ancient Greek city-state of Athens was
flourishing. Approximately 80 years earlier, the Athenians had formed the first self-representative democracy in history,
the Peloponnesian War against Sparta had only just started, and Socrates was only beginning to lay the foundation of
what would become Western philosophy. None of Socrates' works survived antiquity, so most of what is known about
him came from the writings of his followers, most notably Plato. What is known about Socrates is that he seemed to
make a career out of philosophy, and Plato was intent on following in his footsteps. Yet for all of the influence of
Socrates' life on his followers, it was Socrates' death around 399 B.C. that truly shaped them. Plato was so embittered by
Socrates' trial in Athens that he completely soured on Athenian democracy, and Aristotle would later criticize politicians
who relied on rhetoric; when Aristotle's own life was threatened, he fled Greece and allegedly remarked, "I will not allow
the Athenians to sin twice against philosophy." About a decade after Socrates' death, Plato returned to Athens and
founded his famous Platonic Academy around 387 B.C., which he oversaw for 40 years until his death. One of Plato's
philosophical beliefs was that writing down teachings was less valuable than passing them down orally, and several of
Plato's writings are responses to previous writings of his, so Plato's personally held beliefs are hard to discern. However,
Plato educated several subsequent philosophers, chief among them Aristotle, and his writings eventually formed the
backbone of Western philosophy. Alongside Socrates and Plato, Aristotle is, without question, one of the most influential
ancient Greek philosophers and arguably the greatest icon of ancient thought. His life and work expanded rapidly and
extensively across the ancient world, helped in part by the fact he tutored Alexander the Great, he was a recognized and
celebrated intellectual force during all of antiquity and the Middle Ages. Furthermore, after Aristotle, Greek thought and
political influence began a rapid decline, and the cultivation of knowledge, so important during the classic period, slowly
but surely began to fade, making Aristotle the last of ancient Greece's great philosophers. Aristotle's influence on
Western philosophical thought is marked by an extensive list of crucial issues that both signaled the way forward but at
the same time boggled philosophers' minds throughout the centuries. Aristotle's reflections on Being, as well as his
rigorous Logic, were his most important philosophical legacy, but he was also an intellectual in the broadest sense of the
word. His interests went beyond metaphysical questions and into practical life and practical knowledge, from ethics to
politics, rhetoric and the sciences, all of which left a profound impact on Western political thought and ethics. Naturally,
this has also made him one of the foundations of knowledge and philosophical thought that subsequent philosophers
relied on when forming and refining their own philosophies. Antiquity's Greatest Philosophers chronicles the lives, works,
and philosophies of all three philosophers in depth, while analyzing their enduring legacies. You will learn about
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle like never before.
From perception tests and the Rorschach blots to B. F. Skinner and the stages of development, this primer for human
behavior is packed with hundreds of ... psychology basics and insights...
Collects and analyzes seventy years of communist crimes that offer details on Kim Sung's Korea, Vietnam under "Uncle
Ho," and Cuba under Castro.
from Plato to Starbucks - Philosophy 101 and Counting
A perfect introduction for students and laypeople alike, A Degree in a Book: Philosophy provides you with all the
concepts you need to understand the fundamental issues. Filled with helpful diagrams, suggestions for further reading,
and easily digestible features on the history of philosophy, this book makes learning the subject easier than ever.
Including ideas from Aristotle and Zeno to Descartes and Wittgenstein, it covers the whole range of western thought. By
the time you finish reading this book, you will be able to answer questions like: • What is truth? • What can I really know?
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• How can I live a moral life? • Do I have free will?
What existed before the Universe was created? Where does self-worth come from? Do the ends always justify the
means? The Philosophy Book answers the most profound questions we all have. It is your visual guide to the
fundamental nature of existence, society, and how we think. Discover what it means to be free, whether science can
predict the future, or how language shapes our thoughts. Learn about the world's greatest philosophers, from Plato and
Confucius to modern thinkers such as Chomsky and Derrida and follow charts and timelines that graphically show the
progression of ideas and logic. Written in plain English, with concise explanations of branches of philosophy such as
metaphysics and ethics, it untangles complicated theories and makes sense of abstract concepts. It is an ideal reference
whether you're a student or a general reader, with simple explanations of big ideas, including the four noble truths, the
soul, class struggle, moral purpose, and good and evil. If you're curious about the deeper questions in life, The
Philosophy Book is both an invaluable reference and illuminating read.
A brilliant and concise account of the lives and ideas of the great philosophers—Plato, Aristotle, Bacon, Spinoza, Voltaire,
Kant, Schopenhauer, Spencer, Nietzsche, Bergson, Croce, Russell, Santayana, James, and Dewey—The Story of
Philosophy is one of the great books of our time. Few write for the non-specialist as well as Will Durant, and this book is a
splendid example of his eminently readable scholarship. Durant’s insight and wit never cease to dazzle; The Story of
Philosophy is a key book for any reader who wishes to survey the history and development of philosophical ideas in the
Western world.
What do we really need in order to live a happy life? An Epicurean antidote to anxiety Over two thousand years ago the
Greek philosopher Epicurus offered a seemingly simple answer: all we really want is pleasure. Today we tend to
associate the word 'Epicurean' with the enjoyment of fine food and wine and decadent self-indulgence. But, as
philosopher John Sellars shows, these things are a world away from the vision of a pleasant life developed by Epicurus
and his followers who were more concerned with mental pleasures and avoiding pain. Their goal, in short, was a life of
tranquillity. In this uplifting and elegant book, Sellars walks us through the history of Epicureanism from a private garden
on the edge of ancient Athens to the streets of Rome, showing us how it can help us think anew about joy, friendship,
nature and being alive in the world.
In today's fast-paced world, creative people are as eager as ever to pursue their artistic passions, but many of them
simply don't have enough time. Catering to this modern dilemma, we've concocted the perfect remedy for over-burdened
artists. The Daily Book of Art includes a year's worth of brief daily readings and lessons about the visual arts that
entertain as they inform. Ten exciting categories of discussion rotate throughout the course of a year, giving readers a
well-rounded experience in the art world. From color psychology and aesthetic philosophy to the proverbial argument
over whether elephants really can paint, art-starved readers will encounter a broad range of inspiring subjects. The book
also features a ribbon bookmark so readers can keep their place throughout the year. The ten categories of discussion
include Art 101, Philosophy of Art, Art Through the Ages, Profiles in Art, A Picture’s Worth 200 Words, Art from the
Inside Out, Art Around the World, Artistic Oddities, Unexpected Art Forms, and Step-by-Step Exercises.
Ancient Greek Philosophy: From the Presocratics to the Hellenistic Philosophers presents a comprehensive introduction
to the philosophers and philosophical traditions that developed in ancient Greece from 585 BC to 529 AD. Provides
coverage of the Presocratics through the Hellenistic philosophers Moves beyond traditional textbooks that conclude with
Aristotle A uniquely balanced organization of exposition, choice excerpts and commentary, informed by classroom
feedback Contextual commentary traces the development of lines of thought through the period, ideal for students new to
the discipline Can be used in conjunction with the online resources found at http://tomblackson.com/Ancient/toc.html
If you want to know your Socrates from your Sartre and your Confucius from your Kant, strap in for this whirlwind tour of
the highlights of philosophy. Including accessible primers on: The early Ancient Greek philosophers and the ‘big three’:
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle Key schools of philosophy and their impact on modern life Insights into the main questions
philosophers have explored over the years: Who am I? What is the meaning of life? Do I have free will? Practical
applications for the theories of Descartes, Kant, Wollstonecraft, Marx, Nietzsche and many more. This illuminating little
book will introduce you to the key thinkers, themes and theories you need to know to understand how human ideas have
sculpted the world we live in and the way we think today.
Discover the world's greatest thinkers and their groundbreaking notions! Too often, textbooks turn the noteworthy
theories, principles, and figures of philosophy into tedious discourse that even Plato would reject. Philosophy 101 cuts
out the boring details and exhausting philosophical methodology, and instead, gives you a lesson in philosophy that
keeps you engaged as you explore the fascinating history of human thought and inquisition. From Aristotle and
Heidegger to free will and metaphysics, Philosophy 101 is packed with hundreds of entertaining philosophical tidbits,
illustrations, and thought puzzles that you won't be able to find anywhere else. So whether you're looking to unravel the
mysteries of existentialism, or just want to find out what made Voltaire tick, Philosophy 101 has all the answers--even the
ones you didn't know you were looking for.
This New York Times bestseller is the hilarious philosophy course everyone wishes they’d had in school. Outrageously
funny, Plato and a Platypus Walk into a Bar... has been a breakout bestseller ever since authors—and born
vaudevillians—Thomas Cathcart and Daniel Klein did their schtick on NPR’s Weekend Edition. Lively, original, and
powerfully informative, Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar... is a not-so-reverent crash course through the great
philosophical thinkers and traditions, from Existentialism (What do Hegel and Bette Midler have in common?) to Logic
(Sherlock Holmes never deduced anything). Philosophy 101 for those who like to take the heavy stuff lightly, this is a joy
to read—and finally, it all makes sense! And now, you can read Daniel Klein's further musings on life and philosophy in
Travels with Epicurus and Every Time I Find the Meaning of Life, They Change it.
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Written by two philosophers and a theologian, this book provides easy access to key terms in philosophy and how they
are understood and used in theology. The focused entries discuss what the terms have meant in classical and
contemporary philosophy and then shift to what these philosophical understandings have meant in the history of Christian
theology to the present day. The result is a unique volume that clearly shows the interplay of these disciplines and how
theology has been influenced by the language and vocabulary of philosophy.
Edited by a team of four leading philosophers, The Norton Introduction to Philosophy introduces students to
contemporary perspectives on major philosophical issues and questions. This text features an impressive array of
readings, including 25 specially-commissioned essays by prominent philosophers. A student-friendly presentation, a
handy format, and a low price make The Norton Introduction to Philosophy as accessible and affordable as it is up-todate.
Explore the importance of love with the youngest readers in a wonderfully accessible way. Even little children have big
questions about life. Plato believed showing and receiving love makes us wise, and Love with Plato brings his philosophy
to the youngest thinkers. Asking young readers what being loved feels like to them and how they can show others love
prompts questions about how we treat one another and ourselves. This book will lead to inspiring conversations about
loving people for what is on the inside, and helping others do the same. Look for all six Big Ideas for Little Philosophers
board books: Equality with Simone de Beauvoir, Happiness with Aristotle,Imagination with René Descartes, Kindness
with Confucius, Love with Plato, and Truth with Socrates.
Philosopher-Kings broke new ground on its first appearance by delivering to an audience accustomed to looking for flaws
in Plato's thinking an interpretation of the Republic that celebrates the coherence of Plato's argument as it ramifies
through every cranny of that controversial work. Reeve's book swiftly became a classic of Platonic scholarship and has
never lost its grip. Its reissue by Hackett is a very welcome event. --G. R. F. Ferrari, University of California, Berkeley
An inspired gathering of religious writings that reveals the "divine reality" common to all faiths, collected by Aldous Huxley
"The Perennial Philosophy," Aldous Huxley writes, "may be found among the traditional lore of peoples in every region of
the world, and in its fully developed forms it has a place in every one of the higher religions." With great wit and stunning
intellect—drawing on a diverse array of faiths, including Zen Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Christian mysticism, and
Islam—Huxley examines the spiritual beliefs of various religious traditions and explains how they are united by a common
human yearning to experience the divine. The Perennial Philosophy includes selections from Meister Eckhart, Rumi, and
Lao Tzu, as well as the Bhagavad Gita, Tibetan Book of the Dead, Diamond Sutra, and Upanishads, among many
others.
The popular author and Boston College philosophy professor, Kreeft, presents this introduction to philosophy to help
beginners not only to understand philosophy but to fall in love with it. In his forty years of teaching philosophy, Kreeft says
the most effective way to accomplish this purpose is to read Socrates. Philosophy means "the love of wisdom." Kreeft
uses the dialogues of Socrates in this book to help the reader grow in that love of wisdom. He says that no master of the
art of philosophizing has ever been more simple, clear, and accessible to beginners as Socrates. He focuses on Plato's
dialogues, the Apology of Socrates, as a model partner for the reader to dialogue with. Kreeft calls it "the Magna Carta of
philosophy," a timeless classic that is "a portable classroom."
Presents essays exploring the philosophical themes of the motion picture "The Matrix," which portrays a false world
created from nothing but perceptions.
The Allegory of the Cave, or Plato's Cave, was presented by the Greek philosopher Plato in his work Republic
(514a–520a) to compare "the effect of education (???????) and the lack of it on our nature". It is written as a dialogue
between Plato's brother Glaucon and his mentor Socrates, narrated by the latter. The allegory is presented after the
analogy of the sun (508b–509c) and the analogy of the divided line (509d–511e). All three are characterized in relation to
dialectic at the end of Books VII and VIII (531d–534e). Plato has Socrates describe a group of people who have lived
chained to the wall of a cave all of their lives, facing a blank wall. The people watch shadows projected on the wall from
objects passing in front of a fire behind them, and give names to these shadows. The shadows are the prisoners' reality.
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