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How may we characterize contemporary society in a
world so complex? Can looking at the diverse paths
followed by various cultures in the modern world
generate useful new social scientific typologies, or
must a different set of questions be posed in this era
of globalization? What, in short, is the nature of
modernity? These are some of the questions
addressed by the contributors to Multiple
Modernities.Following the theme in an earlier work
edited by Shmuel Eisenstadt, Public Spheres and
Collective Identities, this book challenges
conventional notions of how the world has changed
politically, socially, and economically. The authors
consider the meaning of modernity in contexts as
different as communist Russia, modern India, the
Muslim world, Latin America, China and East Asia,
and the United States. Miscegenation, transnational
migration, technological developments, and
changing communications have shifted the ground
on which theories of society were once built; political
system, diaspora groups, religion, and ""classical""
theories of modernity have to be reconsidered in a
new context.Authors and chapters include: S.N.
Eisenstadt, ""Multiple Modernities""; Bjrn Wittrock,
""Modernity: One, None, or Many? European Origins
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and Modernity as a Global Condition""; Johann P.
Arnason, ""Communism and Modernity""; Nilfer Gle,
""Snapshots of Islamic Modernities""; Dale F.
Eickelman, ""Island and the Languages of
Modernity""; Sudipta Kaviraj, ""Modernity and Politics
in India""; Stanley J. Tambiah, ""Transnational
Movements, Diaspora, and Multiple Modernities"";
Tu Weiming, ""Implications of the Jrise of 'Confucian'
East Asia""; Jrgen Heideking, ""The Pattern of
American Modernity from the Revolution to the Civil
War""; and Renato Ortiz, ""From Incomplete
Modernity to World Modernity.""Written in clear and
non-technical language for both a scholarly and
general audience, this volume confronts the problem
of just what constitutes the common core of modernit
While African religions are as diverse as the
continent itself, most Africans can be placed in one
of three groups: followers of traditional religions,
Islam, or Christianity. Until the 20th century, religion
was rarely a primary source of conflict. However, in
recent years Muslim-Christian tensions have
contributed to unrest in such nations as Nigeria,
Sudan, and Tanzania. This book is intended as an
introduction to the practice of religion in Africa today.
It provides a brief history of religious development in
Africa, discusses the common religious practices in
various regions of the continent, and explores the
role of religion in current African conflicts.
Michael Molloy’s multi-dimensional examination of
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religions, combined with Connect Religion’s skillsbased activities, provides an intimate learning
experience for students. Experiencing the World’s
Religions integrated program supports today’s
students and provides skills that extend beyond the
Introduction to Religion course, engaging both nonmajors and majors in the subject. The goal of the 6th
edition is to better meet the Introduction to Religion
course challenges of building student engagement,
developing critical analysis skills, and building writing
skills. The 6th edition of Experiencing the World’s
Religions continues to include primary sources,
current examples, and coverage of women, to
ensure students are introduced to unfamiliar
religions in ways that are accessible, inviting, and
intriguing. Experiencing these concepts and cultures
is the hallmark of Michael Molloy’s approach. His
pedagogy and activities are now fully integrated and
assessable within Connect Religion, to make for an
increased understanding of the most important and
memorable elements of each religion. Writing
activities in Connect Religion, tied to chapter
narrative, offer students the chance to develop their
critical analysis skills and put their informed opinions
on religion into writing. The result is greater student
engagement and greater course success.
Developed by the National Center for Construction
Education and Research Lead contributor: Dr. Annie
Pearce, Myers-Lawson School of Construction,
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Virginia Tech This module brings together the
expertise of industry and higher education in defining
a topic of growing international importance: green
building. Geared to entry-level craft workers or to
anyone wishing to learn more about green building,
this module provides fundamental instruction in the
green environment, green construction practices,
and green building rating systems. Presented in
easy-to-understand terms and illustrations, Your
Role in the Green Environment will better equip
learners to make decisions regarding their personal
impacts on the environment and will make them
more aware of how to lessen their impacts in the
built environment. / Endorsed by Green
Advantage(R) and recognized as beneficial to
individuals planning to sit for the Green Advantage
Commercial/Residential certification exam. / NCCER
is recognized as a U.S. Green Building Council
(USGBC) Education Provider.This training program
marks a major milestone on the road to more
responsible construction practices and indicates that
the tipping point in green building has probably been
reached. Dr. Charles Kibert Director, Powell Center
for Construction and Environment University of
Florida NCCER has developed a solid course that
supports the training and certification efforts of
Green Advantage for residential and commercial
environmental certification. Grady O' Rear, Executive
Director, Green Advantage As a US Green Building
Page 4/29

Where To Download Religions Of The West Today
2nd Edition
Council Education Provider, NCCER is committed to
enhancing the ongoing professional development of
building industry professionals. United States Green
Building Council Contren Connect An electronic
code for Contren Connect may be ordered directly
through OASIS at http: //oasis.pearson.com.
*Trainee Guide Access Code ONLY 0-13-610663-3
Instructor Supplement Instructors: Product
supplements may be ordered directly through OASIS
at http: //oasis.pearson.com. For more information
contact your Pearson NCCER/Contren Sales
Specialist at http: //nccer.pearsonconstructionbooks.
com/store/sales.aspx.*Annotated Instructor's Guide
(AIG) Paperback 0-13-606597-X *AIG Contren
Connect Access Code ONLY 0-13-61066
This title was first published in 2002: Religion and
Social Transformations examines the reciprocal
relationship between religion, modernity and social
change. The book focuses on the world's three major
missionary religions - Buddhism, Christianity and
Islam. It explores how these three traditions are
responding to some of the most challenging issues
associated with globalization, including the role of
religion in the fall of Communism; the tension
between religion and feminism; the compatibility of
religion and human rights; and whether ancient
religions can accommodate new challenges such as
environmentalism. The five textbooks and Reader
that make up the Religion Today Open
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University/Ashgate series are: From Sacred Text to
Internet; Religion and Social Transformations;
Perspectives on Civil Religion; Global Religious
Movements in Regional Context; Belief Beyond
Boundaries; Religion Today: A Reader
A classic of political economy that traces the
influence of religious thought on capitalism In one of
the true classics of twentieth-century political
economy, R. H. Tawney investigates the way religion
has moulded social and economic practice. He
tracks the influence of religious thought on capitalist
economy and ideology since the Middle Ages,
shedding light on the question of why Christianity
continues to exert a unique role in the marketplace.
The book offers an incisive analysis of the morals
and mores of contemporary Western culture. In
tough, muscular, richly varied prose, Tawney tells an
absorbing and meaningful story. Today, the dividing
line between the spheres of religion and the secular
is shifting, and Religion and the Rise of Capitalism is
more pertinent than ever.
*Explains the history and origins of Hinduism.
*Discusses important figures and teachings among
different Hindu sects. *Includes pictures. *Includes
Book 1 of the Hymns of the Sama Veda A lot of ink
has been spilled covering the lives of history's most
influential figures, but how much of the forest is lost
for the trees? Throughout time, people have been
religious by nature, and billions today adhere to
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unique faiths across the world. In Charles River
Editors' Religions of the World, readers can get
caught up to speed on today's religions and
yesterday's religions in the time it takes to finish a
commute, while learning interesting facts long
forgotten or never known. In the West, Hinduism is a
religion that everyone has heard of but one that few
non-practitioners truly understand. Today it is widely
regarded as one of the world's great religions and
considered the indigenous religion of India, with
practices and beliefs stretching back thousands of
years. However, many of these so-called facts are
actually erroneous. Hinduism as it is conceived of
today is a conglomerate of a number of indigenous
Indian religions; in fact, prior to the migration of Islam
and the corporate invasion of the British, Hinduism
may not have existed at all. Rather, a number of
local religious traditions had very old belief systems
dating back hundreds or thousands of years,
depending on the tradition, and many worshiped
gods that are no longer worshiped today. In
essence, it was only through the non-indigenous
populations in India, namely the Turks and later the
British, who defined what Hinduism was. The British
in particular asked only a certain subset of native
informants from Bengal "what their religion was" and
got a very particular answer, giving rise to the West's
perception of a singular religious Indian tradition
known as Hinduism. If the British had not centered
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their investments in Calcutta, they may have asked a
different group of Indians what their religion was and
received a different answer, thus changing the
popular conception of Hinduism altogether. In other
words, Hinduism is as much defined by the nonnative "Other" as it is by the so-called native.
Hinduism as a religion spans more than 3,000 years,
and today it includes nearly 1 billion people. At the
same time, it is not a specific term, since there are
clear sectarian boundaries, the same way there are
differences between Protestantism and Catholicism,
and even differences between the various Protestant
sects and the various Catholic sects, Hinduism may
be broken down into many major sub-groupings that
may or may not have much in common at all.
Additionally, in the same way Christianity contains
many smaller, spirituality heterodox groups like
Gnostic Christianity (which are sometimes called
cults), Hinduism also contains many groups that
have beliefs that do not fit easily within the common
corpus of Hindu belief systems. All of these divisions
came well after the time of the Aryans, and Hinduism
likely began to divide around the 1st century A.D.,
about 1,000 years after the arrival of the Aryans into
the Indian subcontinent. Religions of the World: The
History of Hinduism examines the history and main
tenets of Hinduism, explaining the way the religion
has evolved over time, the similarities it shares with
other religions and the differences that make it
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unique. Along the way, it clears up some of the
common misconceptions about the religion, and it
includes pictures of important figures and places that
will help you learn about Hinduism like you never
have before, in no time at all.
Surveys the history and teachings of Hinduism,
Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, and describes the issues
they face today
A unique and in-depth introduction to religion in the
modern world, Religion and Globalization includes
coverage of Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, East Asian religions, and new religious
movements. It addresses such questions as: How do
these various religions change as theyare brought into
contact with each other by the forces of globalization?
and How are ancient traditions modified to accommodate
the realities of the 21st century? Focusing on the diverse
ways that humans have been religious in the past and
are religious today, the book examines the changes
thatbegan with the Scientific Revolution and how those
changes have shaped these religions as they are
practiced today. Ideal for courses on religion and
globalization or religion and politics, Religion and
Globalization includes sixteen custom maps, key terms
at the end of each chapter, a glossary, andtimelines of
important events each religious tradition.
As the twenty-first century begins, tens of millions of
people participate in devotions to the spirits called
Òrìsà;. This book explores the emergence of Òrìsà;
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devotion as a world religion, one of the most remarkable
and compelling developments in the history of the human
religious quest. Originating among the Yorùbá people of
West Africa, the varied traditions that comprise Òrìsà;
devotion are today found in Africa, the Americas, Asia,
Europe, and Australia. The African spirit proved
remarkably resilient in the face of the transatlantic slave
trade, inspiring the perseverance of African religion
wherever its adherents settled in the New World. Among
the most significant manifestations of this spirit, Yorùbá
religious culture persisted, adapted, and even flourished
in the Americas, especially in Brazil and Cuba, where it
thrives as Candomblé and Lukumi/Santería, respectively.
After the end of slavery in the Americas, the free
migrations of Latin American and African practitioners
has further spread the religion to places like New York
City and Miami. Thousands of African Americans have
turned to the religion of their ancestors, as have many
other spiritual seekers who are not themselves of African
descent. Ifá divination in Nigeria, Candomblé funerary
chants in Brazil, the role of music in Yorùbá revivalism in
the United States, gender and representational authority
in Yorùbá religious culture—these are among the many
subjects discussed here by experts from around the
world. Approaching Òrìsà; devotion from diverse vantage
points, their collective effort makes this one of the most
authoritative texts on Yorùbá religion and a
groundbreaking book that heralds this rich, complex, and
variegated tradition as one of the world’s great religions.
The academic study of religion is undergoing great
changes in response to globalization. Just as
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sociologists now find it necessary to think in terms of
"multiculturalism," so religion scholars and theologians
today must work in the context of "multireligiosity."
Globalization is leading not only to multiethnic societies
but also to plurality in religions and worldviews. Theology
and the Religions: A Dialogue offers the first sustained
analysis of the trend toward multireligiosity and its
implications for the study of religion. Drawing on the
resources of cultural analysis, religious studies, and
theology, an international slate of thirty-seven scholars
explores the relation of multiculturality and
multireligiosity, the need for interreligious dialogue, and
the possibilities for a "theology of religions." This
groundbreaking work is supported by case studies of
various religious traditions in diverse cultures from
around the world. Offering an engaging, wide-angle view
of religion worldwide, Theology and the Religions makes
a vital contribution to our understanding of the forces
shaping the future of religious and social life.
Contributors: Kajsa Ahlstrand Theodor Ahrens JanMartin Berentsen Ulrich Dehn Helene Egnell Marianne
C. Qvortrup Fibiger Patrik Fridlund Virginia GarrardBurnett Geomon K. George Elisabeth Gerle Friedrich
Wilhelm Graf Hans Hauge Ulf Hedetoft S. Mark Heim
Chris Hewer Klaus Hock Michael Ipgrave Andrew J. Kirk
Lene Kühle Volker Küster Aasulv Lande Oddbjørn Leirvik
Ole Skjerbæk Madsen Hiromasa Mase Mogens S.
Mogensen Viggo Mortensen Johannes Nissen Klaus
Nürnberger Caleb Oladipo Tinu Ruparell Risto Saarinen
Lamin Sanneh Olaf Schumann Notto R. Thelle Joachim
Track Vítor Westhelle H. S. Wilson
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With ANTHOLOGY OF WORLD SCRIPTURES, 9th
Edition your students will encounter the most notable
and instructive sacred texts from major world religions,
including Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism,
Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, Zoroastrianism, Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. They will also examine scriptures
from new religious movements including Baha'i, The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, the
Christian Science Church, and the Unification Church.
Most introductory textbooks talk about world religions;
this anthology lets them speak for themselves. This
anthology presents scripture readings in context,
showing students how each religion is actually practiced
today, as well as introducing its history, teachings,
organization, ethics, and rituals. These selections are
supported by introductions, study questions, glossaries,
extensive footnotes, timelines, scriptural charts, and
suggestions for further reading by the editor. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in
the ebook version.
Drawing on an international range of examples, Steve
Bruce offers a comprehensive and up-to-date defence of
the secularisation debate.
This book deals with the thorny issue of human rights in
different cultures and religions, especially in the light of
bioethical issues. In this book, experts from Christianity,
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Daoism, Hinduism and
Confucianism discuss the tension between their religious
traditions and the claim of universality of human rights.
The East-West contrast is particularly evident with
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regards to human rights. Some writers find the human
rights language too individualistic and it is foreign to
major religions where the self does not exist in isolation,
but is normally immersed in a web of relations and duties
towards family, friends, religion community, and society.
Is the human rights discourse a predominantly Western
liberal ideal, which in bioethics is translated to mean
autonomy and free choice? In today’s democratic
societies, laws have been drafted to protect individuals
and communities against slavery, discrimination, torture
or genocide. Yet, it appears unclear at what moment
universal rights supersede respect for cultural diversity
and pluralism. This collection of articles demonstrates a
rich spectrum of positions among different religions, as
they confront the ever more pressing issues of bioethics
and human rights in the modern world. This book is
intended for those interested in the contemporary
debates on religious ethics, human rights, bioethics,
cultural diversity and multiculturalism.
Religious Foundations of Western Civilization
Ninian Smart believes that the modern study of religion
should occur in the context of a radical reappraisal of our
educational system. This is a worldview analysis of
religion appropriate to today's global city. It attacks
narrowness whether found in Western philosophy or
Christian theology, and argues for a
disestablishmentarian stance. Religion and the Western
Mind presents the explosive possibilities of religions -- of
world views that have the power to shape history. It
offers a theory regarding the need of nations for religious
justifications. It examines three fundamental backlashes:
Page 13/29

Where To Download Religions Of The West Today
2nd Edition
the Moral Majority, the Muslim Brotherhood, and Gush
Emunim. It looks at the contrasting Indian and Sri
Lankan responses to Western influence and delineates
the Indian tradition in a new way. And finally it diagnoses
the future, exploring the ethical inferences of the
worldview and supporting a position that runs like a
thread through this book.
Is Confucianism a religion? If so, why do most Chinese
think it isn't? From ancient Confucian temples, to
nineteenth-century archives, to the testimony of people
interviewed by the author throughout China over a period
of more than a decade, this book traces the birth and
growth of the idea of Confucianism as a world religion.
The book begins at Oxford, in the late nineteenth
century, when Friedrich Max Müller and James Legge
classified Confucianism as a world religion in the new
discourse of "world religions" and the emerging discipline
of comparative religion. Anna Sun shows how that
decisive moment continues to influence the
understanding of Confucianism in the contemporary
world, not only in the West but also in China, where the
politics of Confucianism has become important to the
present regime in a time of transition. Contested histories
of Confucianism are vital signs of social and political
change. Sun also examines the revival of Confucianism
in contemporary China and the social significance of the
ritual practice of Confucian temples. While the Chinese
government turns to Confucianism to justify its political
agenda, Confucian activists have started a movement to
turn Confucianism into a religion. Confucianism as a
world religion might have begun as a scholarly
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construction, but are we witnessing its transformation
into a social and political reality? With historical analysis,
extensive research, and thoughtful reflection,
Confucianism as a World Religion will engage all those
interested in religion and global politics at the beginning
of the Chinese century.
The diversity of the world's religions has come to the
West, but believers are often ill-equipped for any kind of
serious engagement with non-Christians. In
Encountering World Religions, professor and author
Irving Hexham introduces all the world's major religious
traditions in a brief and understandable way. Hexham
outlines key beliefs and practices in each religion, while
also providing guidance on how to think critically about
them from the standpoint of Christian theology. African,
yogic, and Abrahamic traditions are all covered.
Accessible and clear, Encountering World Religions will
provide formal and lay students alike with a useful
Christian introduction to the major faiths of our world.
In Pagan Theology, Michael York provides an
introduction to, and expansion of, the concept of
Paganism and provides an overview of its theological
perspective and practice. He demonstrates it to be a
viable and distinguishable spiritual perspective found
today in such forms as Chinese folk religion, Shinto,
tribal religions, and neo-Paganism in the West. While
adherents of many of these traditions do not use the
word "pagan" to describe their beliefs or practices, York
contends that there is an identifiable position possessing
characteristics and understandings in common for which
the label "pagan" is appropriate. He outlines these
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characteristics and also explores paganism as a general
form of religious behavior which may be found in other
religions which are not themselves pagan. In the course
of examining such behavior, York provides descriptions
of religions in action, including Buddhism and Hinduism.
*A new edition of Christopher Dawsons classic work on
Christian higher education*
Based on research, this anthology examines the
interplay of traditional religion with the process of
modernisation, and the influences that each of these
forces exerts on the other. It aims to contribute to an
understanding of religious life throughout the world,
confronting modern issues raised in the context of
religion.
Doctoral Thesis / Dissertation from the year 2016 in the
subject Politics - International Politics - Topic:
Globalization, Political Economics, grade: EP, course:
Doctor of Philosophy, language: English, abstract: The
present paper investigates the effect of Western religion
on governance, policies, and politics, within both the
domestic and the global contexts. This question,
however, leads into the need for deep ideological
analysis. The paper thus defines the concept of Western
religion, and then proceeds to show how Western
religion is inseparable from Western civilization, including
modern values which are often called secular but which,
in fact, have ideological roots that can be traced to
Western religion. Over the course of this analysis, an
opposition emerges between Western religion on the one
hand and secular progressivism on the other-the latter of
which is both derived from and antagonistic toward
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Western religion. The contours of this ideological conflict
and their implications are explored through the
development of a comprehensive theoretical framework.
The independent research of the present paper consists
of an interview with a selected congressman. The
interview seeks to delve into the congressman's views
regarding Western religion and its effects on
governance, policies, and politics. This data is analyzed
using a qualitative method. Finally, the present paper
analyzes and discusses the statements of the
congressman in the interview in light of the previously
developed theoretical framework. The main conclusion
that is reached is that although the congressman is
insightful in several respects, he seems to lack a general
awareness of the nature of ideology, or the fact that
secular progressivism is in ideological conflict with
Western religion, even as the former cannot escape the
influence of the latter. A key recommendation that
emerges from this conclusion is that it is perhaps
necessary for both politicians in particular and Americans
This "fresh, blunt, and highly persuasive account of how
the West was won—for Jesus" (Newsweek) is now
available in paperback. Stark's provocative report
challenges conventional wisdom and finds that
Christianity's astounding dominance of the Western
world arose from its offer of a better, more secure way of
life. "Compelling reading" (Library Journal) that is sure to
"generate spirited argument" (Publishers Weekly), this
account of Christianity's remarkable growth within the
Roman Empire is the subject of much fanfare. "Anyone
who has puzzled over Christianity's rise to
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dominance...must read it." says Yale University's Wayne
A. Meeks, for The Rise of Christianity makes a
compelling case for startling conclusions. Combining his
expertise in social science with historical evidence, and
his insight into contemporary religion's appeal, Stark
finds that early Christianity attracted the privileged rather
than the poor, that most early converts were women or
marginalized Jews—and ultimately "that Christianity was
a success because it proved those who joined it with a
more appealing, more assuring, happier, and perhaps
longer life" (Andrew M. Greeley, University of Chicago).
The Western Construction of Religion not only provides a
critical assessment of the whole history of "religionas it is
understood in the West but offers better ways of
constructing the study of this central part of human
experience.
For use as a core text for introductory and upper-level
courses in Western religions and Introduction to World
Religions courses. Can also be used as supplemental
reading for individual religion courses. Living Religions
Western Traditions is a highly readable and stimulating
survey of the major global religions and new religious
movements that originated in the West. The social
context, origins, teachers, scriptures, and historical
development of each faith are carefully explored, with
emphasis on how practitioners themselves understand
their traditions. Evocative illustrations, first-person
interviews of ordinary people and boxes uncovering the
spiritual roots of public figures bring this text to life.
During the past century, the religious landscape of the
Western world has changed dramatically. All of us now
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live in multi-faith societies, in which established religions
co-exist with new and alternative spiritualities. The
internet and the rapid development of communication
technologies have increased our awareness and
knowledge of other cultures and communities. Effective
Christian ministry thus demands a basic grasp of the
beliefs and practices of other faiths. Drawing together the
best in conservative Christian scholarship, this dictionary
provides concise discussion and analysis of
contemporary religions in the context of modern and
postmodern culture. The volume has a bipartite
structure: Part One consists of introductory articles
dealing with general religious and cultural issues; Part
Two contains articles on the principal religions and new
religious movements found in the West. An accessible
work of reference, the Dictionary of Contemporary
Religion in the Western World will be an indispensable
tool for scholars and students, teachers and ministers,
Christian workers, and anyone who is seeking an
informed understanding of today's religious plurality.
Why is religion still important? Can we be fully modern
and fully religious? In this new edition, Davie follows up
her discussion of the meaning of religion in modern
society and considers how best to research and
understand this relationship. Exploring the rapid
movements within the sociology of religion today, this
revised and updated book: • Describes the origins of the
sociology of religion • Demystifies secularization as a
process and a theory • Relates religion to modern social
theory • Unpacks the meaning of religion in relation to
modernity and globalization • Grasps the methodological
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challenges in the field • Provides a comparative
perspective for religions in the west • Introduces
questions of minorities and margins • Sets out a critical
agenda for debate and research The Sociology of
Religion has already proved itself as one of the most
important titles within the field; this edition will ensure
that it remains an indispensable resource for students
and researchers alike.
Ideal for courses in Western religions, Religions of the
West Today, Fourth Edition will cover the same material
as the Western chapters of the authors' longer textbook,
World Religions Today, Sixth Edition. Revealing the
significance of religion in contemporary life, it explores
major Westernreligious traditions - Judaism, Christianity,
Islam - as well as indigenous religions, and new religions
as dynamic, ongoing forces in the lives of individuals and
in the collective experience of modern societies.This
unique volume accomplishes two goals: it connects
today's religions to their classical beliefs and practices
and focuses on how these religions have both radically
changed the modern world and been changed by it.
Thoroughly revised, the fourth edition features
streamlined content for greateraccessibility; updated
material on recent world events; and updated timelines.
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and adherents of other nonWestern religions have become a significant presence in
the United States in recent years. Yet many Americans
continue to regard the United States as a Christian
society. How are we adapting to the new diversity? Do
we casually announce that we "respect" the faiths of nonChristians without understanding much about those
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faiths? Are we willing to do the hard work required to
achieve genuine religious pluralism? Award-winning
author Robert Wuthnow tackles these and other difficult
questions surrounding religious diversity and does so
with his characteristic rigor and style. America and the
Challenges of Religious Diversity looks not only at how
we have adapted to diversity in the past, but at the ways
rank-and-file Americans, clergy, and other community
leaders are responding today. Drawing from a new
national survey and hundreds of in-depth qualitative
interviews, this book is the first systematic effort to
assess how well the nation is meeting the current
challenges of religious and cultural diversity. The results,
Wuthnow argues, are both encouraging and
sobering--encouraging because most Americans do
recognize the right of diverse groups to worship freely,
but sobering because few Americans have bothered to
learn much about religions other than their own or to
engage in constructive interreligious dialogue. Wuthnow
contends that responses to religious diversity are
fundamentally deeper than polite discussions about civil
liberties and tolerance would suggest. Rather, he writes,
religious diversity strikes us at the very core of our
personal and national theologies. Only by understanding
this important dimension of our culture will we be able to
move toward a more reflective approach to religious
pluralism.
Revealing the significance of religion in contemporary
life, World Religions Today, Second Edition explores
eight major religious traditions - Primal Religions,
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and
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East Asian religions - as dynamic, ongoing forces in the
lives of individuals and in the collective experience of
modern societies. Moving beyond the almost exclusively
historical perspective of many books in the field, this text
takes a fresh approach, using solid historical coverage of
the various religious traditions as a framework to help
students understand how faiths have evolved to the
present day.
Reveals the thread that unites the spiritual paths that
have opposed orthodox religion over the centuries and
the challenge they provide to the status quo • Contains
40 essays by 18 key investigators of heresies and
suppressed spiritual traditions, including Steven Sora,
Ian Lawton, Jeff Nisbet, P.M.H. Atwater, John
Chambers, and Vincent Bridges • Edited by Atlantis
Rising publisher, J. Douglas Kenyon Following the model
of his bestselling Forbidden History, J. Douglas Kenyon
has assembled from his bi-monthly journal Atlantis
Rising material that explores the hidden path of the
religions banned by the orthodox Church--from the time
before Christ when the foundations of Christianity were
being laid to the tumultuous times of the Cathars and
Templars and the Masons of the New World. Revealed
in this investigation of the roots of Western faith are the
intimate ties of ancient Egyptian religion to Christianity,
the true identities of the three magi, the link forged by the
Templars between early Christianity and the Masons,
and how these hidden religious currents still influence
the modern world. This book serves as a compelling
introduction to the true history of the heretical religious
traditions that played as vital a role in society as the
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established faiths that continuously tried to suppress
them. Born in the same religious ferment that gave birth
to Christianity, these spiritual paths survived in the
“heresies” of the Middle Ages, and in the theories of the
great Renaissance thinkers and their successors, such
as Isaac Newton and Giordano Bruno. Brought to the
New World by the Masons who inspired the American
Revolution, the influence of these forbidden religions can
be still found today in “The Star Spangled Banner” and
in such Masonic symbols as the pyramid on the back of
the dollar bill.
This book looks at religion from a global perspective and
examines how religion is shaped by the larger set of
political and economic relationships that make up today's
world. Focusing mainly on Western religion and on the
changing role of the United States in world affairs, the
authors show how shifts in the hegemony of the United
States is affecting religious and ideological trends.
Attention is given particularly to the United States in
relation to Latin America, South Africa, and the postcolonial world of China, Japan, and the Islamic states.
This volume highlights the impact of greater global
connectedness on the rise of new religious movements
and changing patterns of establishment religion in the
United States.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again Virtually all testable terms,
concepts, persons, places, and events are included.
Cram101 Textbook Outlines gives all of the outlines,
highlights, notes for your textbook with optional online
practice tests. Only Cram101 Outlines are Textbook Specific.
Cram101 is NOT the Textbook. Accompanys:
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This complete overview of religious studies provides students
with the essential knowledge and tools they need to explore
and understand the nature of religion. Covers the early
development of religion, with overviews of major and minor
religions from Islam to Scientology Considers recent
developments including secularization; the relationship
between religion and science; and scientific studies on
religion, health, and mystical experience Uses humor
throughout, allowing students to remain open-minded to the
subject Explains what it means to study religion academically,
and considers the impact of the study of religion on religion
itself Contains numerous student-friendly features including
photos, maps, time lines, side bars, historical profiles, and
population distribution figures Provides classroom users with
a lively website,www.wiley.com/go/religiontoolkit, including
questions, quizzes, extra material, and helpful primary and
secondary sources
Ideal for courses in Asian/Eastern religions, Religions of Asia
Today, Second Edition, covers the same material contained
in the authors' longer textbook, World Religions Today,
Fourth Edition, while also featuring a unique chapter on Islam
in Asia. Religions of Asia Today, Second Edition, reveals the
significance of religion in contemporary life. Hinduism,
Buddhism, East Asian Religions, Islam in Asia, indigenous
religions, and new religions are explored as dynamic, ongoing
forces in the lives of individuals and in the collective
experience of modern societies. This unique volume
accomplishes two goals: it connects today's Asian religions to
their classical beliefs and practices and focuses on how these
religions have responded to and been transformed by the
modern world. The authors combine thorough coverage of
the historical background of each religion with up-to-theminute discussions of its current practices. This volume is
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enhanced by numerous pedagogical aids--text boxes,
timelines, maps, discussion questions, a comprehensive
glossary of key terms, and suggestions for further
reading--and more than 100 photographs and illustrations.
NEW TO THIS EDITION: * Updates throughout that cover
more aspects of the current international situation and
developments in religious life around the world * "Rituals and
Rites" boxes examining rituals that have changed in practice
or meaning over time * "Gender Focus" boxes that highlight
gender-specific customs within each faith * A revised and
updated Instructor's Manual and Test Bank on CD containing
overviews, learning goals, and summaries for each chapter;
lecture outlines; PowerPoint-based lecture slides; fill-in-theblank, multiple-choice, and true/false test questions; sample
essay/discussion questions; flash cards of key terms; and
suggested reading, viewing, and links * An updated
Companion Website at www.oup.com/us/esposito featuring
all of the material on the Instructor's Manual and additional
resources for students ALSO AVAILABLE TO SUIT YOUR
COURSE NEEDS: World Religions Today, Fourth Edition
(978-0-19-975951-4) Religions of the West Today, Second
Edition (978-0-19-975950-7)
This definitive guide explores all the faiths from around the
world. Together with the five main religions of Buddhism,
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism, there is a diverse
range of newer faiths to ensure a compelling and
comprehensive read. From the key concepts of ancient
beliefs to the ground-breaking ideas at the heart of modern
faiths, religious history is chronicled in a universal timeline.
This provides a global perspective on the origins and events
contributing to the growth and spread of spirituality, and the
position of religion in society today. Influential religious
leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi, Saint Paul, and AlGhazali, are introduced in depth and detail, alongside
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important quotations. Modern alternative beliefs are
investigated in the wider context of their political, social, and
cultural climates. Part of DK's award-winning Big Ideas series
that has sold in excess of seven million copies, The Religions
Book explains the trickiest of subjects in the most easily
accessible format, using inspiring infographics and
illuminating images alongside simple and straightforward text.
Compelling and accessible, this is the perfect guide for
students of religious study, or anyone interested in the ideas
of ancient and present-day faiths and religious philosophies.
Series Overview: Big Ideas Simply Explained series uses
creative design and innovative graphics, along with
straightforward and engaging writing, to make complex
subjects easier to understand. These award-winning books
provide just the information needed for students, families, or
anyone interested in concise, thought-provoking refreshers
on a single subject.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the testable
terms, concepts, persons, places, and events from the
textbook are included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101
studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and
quizzes for your textbook with optional online comprehensive
practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific.
Accompanys: 9780195373615 .
From the renowned and best-selling author of A History of
God, a sweeping exploration of religion and the history of
human violence. For the first time, religious self-identification
is on the decline in American. Some analysts have cited as
cause a post-9/11perception: that faith in general is a source
of aggression, intolerance, and divisiveness—something bad
for society. But how accurate is that view? With deep learning
and sympathetic understanding, Karen Armstrong sets out to
discover the truth about religion and violence in each of the
world’s great traditions, taking us on an astonishing journey
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from prehistoric times to the present. While many historians
have looked at violence in connection with particular religious
manifestations (jihad in Islam or Christianity’s Crusades),
Armstrong looks at each faith—not only Christianity and Islam,
but also Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, Daoism, and
Judaism—in its totality over time. As she describes, each
arose in an agrarian society with plenty powerful landowners
brutalizing peasants while also warring among themselves
over land, then the only real source of wealth. In this world,
religion was not the discrete and personal matter it would
become for us but rather something that permeated all
aspects of society. And so it was that agrarian aggression,
and the warrior ethos it begot, became bound up with
observances of the sacred. In each tradition, however, a
counterbalance to the warrior code also developed. Around
sages, prophets, and mystics there grew up communities
protesting the injustice and bloodshed endemic to agrarian
society, the violence to which religion had become heir. And
so by the time the great confessional faiths came of age, all
understood themselves as ultimately devoted to peace,
equality, and reconciliation, whatever the acts of violence
perpetrated in their name. Industrialization and modernity
have ushered in an epoch of spectacular and unexampled
violence, although, as Armstrong explains, relatively little of it
can be ascribed directly to religion. Nevertheless, she shows
us how and in what measure religions, in their relative
maturity, came to absorb modern belligerence—and what
hope there might be for peace among believers of different
creeds in our time. At a moment of rising geopolitical chaos,
the imperative of mutual understanding between nations and
faith communities has never been more urgent, the dangers
of action based on misunderstanding never greater. Informed
by Armstrong’s sweeping erudition and personal commitment
to the promotion of compassion, Fields of Blood makes vividly
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clear that religion is not the problem.
For centuries following the spread of Islam, the Middle East
was far ahead of Europe. Yet, the modern economy was born
in Europe. Why was it not born in the Middle East? In this
book Jared Rubin examines the role that Islam played in this
reversal of fortunes. It argues that the religion itself is not to
blame; the importance of religious legitimacy in Middle
Eastern politics was the primary culprit. Muslim religious
authorities were given an important seat at the political
bargaining table, which they used to block important
advancements such as the printing press and lending at
interest. In Europe, however, the Church played a weaker
role in legitimizing rule, especially where Protestantism
spread (indeed, the Reformation was successful due to the
spread of printing, which was blocked in the Middle East). It
was precisely in those Protestant nations, especially England
and the Dutch Republic, where the modern economy was
born.
Part of the Problem, Part of the Solution unleashes religion's
true potential to do good by bridging the modern divide
between religion and an ever pervasive secular society, a
notion often loathed by individuals on both sides of the
religious aisle. As noted scholars such as Huston Smith,
Karen Armstrong, Rosemary Radford Reuther, Harvey Cox,
and Seyyed Hossein Nasr explain throughout the
conversations related in this text, people of varied and
conflicting faiths can come together to engage in civil, useful
dialogue, and members of quite varied religious traditions can
work together for the benefit of all humankind and can help
defuse the world's current epidemic of violence. By showing
how religion is an instrument in human affairs that can be
tuned for both good and evil, this book lays the groundwork
for an important cooperative effort to blossom. Furthermore,
today's trend of associating all religion with suspicion has
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spiraled into a dangerous situation-that in discarding all
religion because some of it causes harm, one risks throwing
away the baby with the bathwater. Books such as When
Religion Becomes Evil by Charles Kimball, The God Delusion
by Richard Dawkins, The End of Faith by Sam Harris,
Breaking the Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomenon by
Daniel Dennett, and God is Not Great: How Religion Poisons
Everything by Christopher Hitchens have created quite a
sensation, leaving the impression that religion, at its root,
brings more heartache than handshakes. This development
has dismayed many scholars, students, and practitioners of
religion, of all faiths, who believe that only half the story-the
negative half-is being told. Although demonstrating that
certain religious beliefs have surely contributed to the
violence that has occurred in this century, this book also
explores how other religious teachings can help solve the
epidemic of violence.
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