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Jennifer Wunder makes a strong case for the importance
of hermeticism and the secret societies to an
understanding of John Keats's poetry and his
speculations about religious and philosophical questions.
Although secret societies exercised enormous cultural
influence during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, they have received little attention from
Romantic scholars. And yet, information about the
societies permeated all aspects of Romantic culture.
Groups such as the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons
fascinated the reading public, and the market was
flooded with articles, pamphlets, and books that
discussed the societies's goals and hermetic
philosophies, debated their influence, and drew on their
mythologies for literary inspiration. Wunder recovers the
common knowledge about the societies and offers
readers a first look at the role they played in the writings
of Romantic authors in general and Keats in particular.
She argues that Keats was aware of the information
available about the secret societies and employed
hermetic terminology and imagery associated with these
groups throughout his career. As she traces the
influence of these secret societies on Keats's poetry and
letters, she offers readers a new perspective not only on
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religious and philosophical beliefs. While scholars have
tended either to consider Keats's aesthetic and religious
speculations on their own terms or to adopt a more
historical approach that rejects an emphasis on the
spiritual for a materialist interpretation, Wunder offers us
a middle way. Restoring Keats to a milieu characterized
by simultaneously worldly and mythological propensities,
she helps to explain if not fully reconcile the insights of
both camps.
This book deals with the impact of revolution,
nationalism, and secret societies in modern European
history from the Enlightenment to World War I. Special
attention is devoted to the French Revolution,
nationalism and unification of Italy, Germany, and
Serbia, and the role of organizations such as 'Young
Italy' and the Serbian 'Black Hand.' Contents: List of
Illustrations; List of Maps; Preface; The Enlightenment,
Freemasonry and Rousseau; The French Revolution,
1789-1799; Babeuf and Buonarroti; Italian Nationalism
Before 1848; The Unification of Italy, 1848-1870;
German Nationalism and Revolutions of 1848; The
Unification of Germany, 1850-1871; The Greek
Revolution; The Russian Revolutionary Movement to
1881; The Emergence of Serbia to 1878; Serbia and the
Creation of Yugoslavia, 1878-1918; The Legacy of
Violence.
"Secret societies have existed throughout history. In
many ways they are microcosms of ordinary public
society. Nevertheless, an air of menace clings to many
famous but shadowy societies. Yet secret societies have
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earliest days a secret society in Rome, and was
considered by the authorities from the start to be a
dangerous innovation. The same was true of Islam.
Some Arab groups today consider the Jews a dangerous
secret society dedicated to the overwhelming of the
world. Some Europeans, as well as some Druses and
Yezidis in Iraq in Syria, think the same of the Arabs.
Some Freemasons and Catholic groups hold identically
suspicious views of each other. And many secret
societies, dangerous or not, have been persecuted over
the ages. Believing that social right and wrong should be
the evaluator of secret societies brings us into difficulties.
In Borneo, initiates of the hunting societies considered it
meritorious to hunt heads. In many parts of the world,
initiation into clan life (and consequent status) involves
undergoing trials which can result in the death or
madness of the candidate. Secret societies can never be
totally repressed. The human desire to be one of the
elect is something which no power has yet been able to
reduce, let alone overcome. Whether this is a good or a
bad thing depends entirely upon one's point of view and
one's commitments at the time of judging the question.
This book does not pretend to be an exhaustive account
of secret societies: none such has ever been nor ever
will be written. But in these pages will be found some of
the characteristic Forms which secret societies and cults
have taken--successfully and otherwise. The secret
organizations dealt with in this book have been chosen in
such a way as to illustrate the widest variety of their
forms, rituals and beliefs. Much of the material has been
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Secret societies in tribal societies turn out to be key to
understanding the origins of social inequalities and state
religions.
They say that history is written by the victors. But what if
history—or what we come to know as history—has been
written by the wrong people? What if everything we've
been told is only part of the story? In this groundbreaking
and now famous work, Mark Booth embarks on an
enthralling tour of our world's secret histories. Starting
from a dangerous premise—that everything we've known
about our world's past is corrupted, and that the stories
put forward by the various cults and mystery schools
throughout history are true—Booth produces nothing
short of an alternate history of the past 3,000 years.
From Greek and Egyptian mythology to Jewish folklore,
from Christian cults to Freemasons, from Charlemagne
to Don Quixote, from George Washington to Hitler—Booth
shows that history needs a revolutionary rethink, and he
has 3,000 years of hidden wisdom to back it up.
The mysterious, highly influential hidden world of Yale’s
secret societies is revealed in a definitive and scholarly
history. Secret societies have fundamentally shaped
America’s cultural and political landscapes. In ways that
are expected but never explicit, the bonds made through
the most elite of secret societies have won members
Pulitzer Prizes, governorships, and even presidencies. At
the apex of these institutions stands Yale University and
its rumored twenty-six secret societies. Tracing a history
that has intrigued and enthralled for centuries, alluring
Page 4/23

Acces PDF Secret Societies A World History Of
The Clandestine Clubs Freemasonry Ku Klux Klan
Opus
Dei Triads
Gangs
Book
the attention
of such
luminaries
as2Ernest Hemingway,
William Faulkner and F. Scott Fitzgerald, Skulls and
Keys traces the history of Yale’s societies as they set
the foundation for America’s future secret clubs and
helped define the modern age of politics. But there is a
progressive side to Yale’s secret societies that we rarely
hear about, one that, in the cultural tumult of the
nineteen-sixties, resulted in the election of people of
color, women, and gay men, even in proportions beyond
their percentages in the class. It’s a side that is often
overlooked in favor of sensational legends of blood oaths
and toe-curling conspiracies. Dave Richards, an alum of
Yale, sheds some light on the lesser known stories of
Yale’s secret societies. He takes us through the history
from Phi Beta Kappa in the American Revolution
(originally a social and drinking society) through Skull
and Bones and its rivals in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. While there have been articles and books on
some of those societies, there has never been a
scholarly history of the system as a whole.
Secret SocietiesInside the Freemasons, the Yakuza,
Skull and Bones, and the World's Most Notorious Secret
OrganizationsSkyhorse Publishing, Inc.
Provides an in-depth history of freemasonry, exploring
the inner workings of the powerful secret society, refuting
many of the myths about the order, and shedding new
light on the contributions of the freemasons to world
history.
A radical reexamination of Western history that suggests
the descendants of Moses were the architects of the rise
of the Roman Church and the ancestors of European
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• Answers
the inexplicable
all mention of Moses’s descendants from the Bible •
Reveals the key role played by Josephus Flavius in
shaping early Christianity • Explains the connection of
this secret priesthood to modern secret societies like the
Freemasons After the book of Exodus, Moses’s two
sons and numerous descendants all vanish from the
Bible. Flavio Barbiero’s investigation of this strange
absence and his study of the centuries-long power
struggle between the priestly families fighting for control
of the Temple of Jerusalem starts with the rebellion
against Rome--and the emergence of Josephus Flavius,
one of Moses’s descendants, on the world stage. In AD
70 when the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by
Titus Flavius and thousands of Jewish priests were
exterminated, Josephus, now bearing his sponsor’s last
name, followed Titus Flavius to Rome with at least 250
relatives and friends. Here they were made Roman
citizens but then subsequently disappeared from
recorded history. Barbiero’s careful study of early
Christianity shows, however, that these surviving
members of Moses’s high-priest lineage succeeded in
taking control of the nascent Roman Church and
masterminded its extraordinary success. Using a wide
range of evidence drawn from fields as disparate as
archaeology, heraldry, and genetics, Barbiero shows
how these descendants of Moses used the cult of
Mithras to eventually seize control of the secular Roman
authority as well. He then follows, step by step, the
spread of the members of this secret priestly elite into
what was to become the aristocracy of medieval Europe
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SECRET SOCIETIES... Following in the footsteps of her
best-selling Secrets & Mysteries of the World, Sylvia
Browne now writes about the clandestine realm of secret
societies. Sylvia's research, combined with amazing
communication with her spirit guide Francine, has
revealed the fact that many covert organizations affect
the lives of each of us every day. She shares her
knowledge of the conspiracies, cover-ups,
misinformation, and power manipulations of these
groups in both the past and present, as well as how they
can affect us now and in the future. From the mysterious
medieval Knights Templar to the powerful modern-day
organizations that count politicians, celebrities, wealthy
businesspeople, and even world leaders (including some
U.S. Presidents) as members, Sylvia takes us on an
amazing journey to unearth the truth. She discusses the
influence of religion in the formation of nations, the
agenda of shadowy cabals for a ''New World Order,'' and
much more. Sylvia explores it all, and even offers
information on a powerful underground group that no one
has heard about. She alerts us to those associations that
have good intentions, those that do not, and those that
we must keep our eyes on. So lock your windows and
doors and get ready to learn about these societies and
their secrets ... some will really raise the hairs on the
back of your neck!
Secret societies have operated in Detroit for most of the
city's history. Many started for fun and companionship.
Others had more serious ends in mind. The African
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Oppression helped enslaved people escape the South
for freedom in Canada. During the Civil War, so-called
black lantern societies like the Knights of the Golden
Circle and the Union League waged a covert war in
Detroit and across the northern Midwest. In the last
century, it wasn't uncommon for a sober suburbanite to
catch the train to Detroit and don yellow silk pantaloons,
a purple fez and embroidered vest to drink "Tarantula
juice." Join Bill Loomis in this fascinating look into the
secret world of these groups.
"The Most Evil Secret Societies in History" examines
fifteen of the most notorious organisations the world has
ever seen. These are; The Illuminati, an ancient
association dedicated to establishing a 'New World
Order'; Argentum Astrum, a black magic order formed by
Aleister Crowley in 1907; The Thule Society, an Aryan
brotherhood behind the Nazis; Muti Magic, practitioners
of ritual murder; Ku Klux Klan, an American white
supremacist cadre; The Tongs, violent Chinese society
linked to organised crime; Solar Temple, international
suicide sect uncovered in the 1990s; The Hashishim, a
murderous Muslem sect at the time of the Crusades; The
Mau Mau, a ruthless tribal society in pre-Independence
Kenya; Aum Shinrikyo - Japanese terrorist survivalists;
Odessa, a Nazi organisation perpetuating the vendetta
against the Jews; SPK, an anarchist terrorist group
active in the 1960s and 70s; The Thugees, Indian
devotees of Kali, the Goddess of Death; Camorra, a
clandestine Italian network with Mafia links; and The Hell
Fire Club, 18th Century English aristocrats dabbling in
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THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER The complete
history of the world, from the beginning of time to the
present day, based on the beliefs and writings of the
secret societies. Jonathan Black examines the end of the
world and the coming of the Antichrist. Or is the
Antichrist already here? How will he make himself known
and what will become of the world when he does? Willl it
be the end of Time? Having studied theology and learnt
from initiates of all the great secret societies of the world,
Jonathan Black has learned that it is possible to reach an
altered state of consciousness in which we can see
things about the way the world works that hidden from
our everyday commonsensical consciousness. This
history shows that by using secret techniques, people
such as Leonardo da Vinci, Isaac Newton and George
Washington have worked themselves into this altered
state - and have been able to access supernatural levels
of intelligence. This book will leave you questioning
every aspect of your life and spotting hidden messages
in the very fabric of society and in life itself. It will open
your mind to a new way of living and leave you
questioning everything you have been taught - and
everything you've taught your children.
Did you know? • Freemasonry's first American lodge
included a young Benjamin Franklin among its members.
• The Knights Templar began as impoverished warrior
monks then evolved into bankers. • Groom Lake,
Dreamland, Homey Airport, Paradise Ranch, The Farm,
Watertown Strip, Red Square, “The Box,” are all names
for Area 51. An indispensable guide, Cults, Conspiracies,
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record straight on a host of greedy gurus and murderous
messiahs, crepuscular cabals and suspicious
coincidences. Some topics are familiar—the Kennedy
assassinations, the Bilderberg Group, the Illuminati, the
People's Temple and Heaven's Gate—and some
surprising, like Oulipo, a select group of intellectuals who
created wild formulas for creating literary masterpieces,
and the Chauffeurs, an eighteenth-century society of
French home invaders, who set fire to their victims' feet.

Discover everything you ever wanted to know about
secret societies like the Freemasons, the historical
mystery of Atlantis, why King Arthur, Leonardo da
Vinci and Hitler are key figures, plus conspiracy
theories, forgotten sciences and ancient wisdom.
Cecil John Rhodes made a fortune from diamonds
and gold, became prime minister of the Cape, and
had a country named after him, but his ambitions
were far greater than that. When he was still in his
twenties, after a meeting with General Gordon of
Khartoum, Rhodes set up a Secret Society with the
aim of establishing a new world order. The society,
disciplined on Jesuit-style rules, became Rhodes’s
lifelong obsession, and after his death it lived on and
grew under the leadership of his executor, Lord
Alfred Milner. The society played a key role in the
governance of Britain during the Great War and the
peace terms to end it, and it was linked to
appeasement initiatives involving Hitler, the Duke of
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Windsor and Mrs Simpson before World War II.
Echoes of the Secret Society survive in different
guises to this day, including the Royal Institute of
International Affairs (Chatham House) and the
Rhodes Scholarships. In The Secret Society, Robin
Brown unpacks this astonishing and largely unknown
history. He brings Rhodes, his companions and his
successors to life by drawing from diaries and
letters, and sheds new light on Rhodes’s
homosexuality. Ranging from the diamond mines of
Kimberley to the halls of power in Westminster, and
peopled with characters such as General Gordon,
Leander Starr Jameson, W.T. Stead, Olive
Schreiner, the Princess Radziwill, Joseph
Chamberlain and David Lloyd George, this book is a
page-turner that will make you see the world, both
past and present, in a different light.
Startling allegations. Suppressed evidence. Missing
witnesses. Assassinations. Cover-ups and threats.
Documented connections to even deeper intrigue.
Allusions to the New World Order. Coincidences?
Too many to be mere coincidence? American history
is replete with warnings of hidden plots by the
Illuminati, the Freemasons, the Zionists, the Roman
Catholics, the Communists, World Bankers, the
Secret Government, and Extra-Terrestrial Invaders,
to name a few. Separating fact from fiction, this
compelling work provides gripping details and
presents the information without bias, including
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hundreds of individuals, organizations, and events
where official claims and standard explanations of
actions and events remain shrouded in mystery.
Conspiracies and Secret Societies: The Complete
Dossier examines the most common subjects among
conspiracy theorists, from historical topics such as
the true relationship between Jesus and Mary
Magdalene, the Roswell UFO crash, and the
assassinations of John F. Kennedy and Martin
Luther King Jr. to more current issues such as the
death of Princess Diana, FEMA’s response
following hurricane Katrina, and the recent
earthquake and tsunami in Japan.
A deep dive into the origins, history, members, and
workings of the Illuminati from a well-known and
respected expert. Chilling initiations. Big banks and
money manipulations. Possible links to the
Rockefellers, Rothschilds, Adamses, and Bushes.
Reviewing the evidence, documents, and
connections, The Illuminati: The Secret Society That
Hijacked the World by award-winning journalist and
author Jim Marrs shines a light on the history,
workings, continuing influence, and pernicious and
hidden power of this secret order. Surveying
experts—from those who dismiss the Illuminati as a
short-lived group of little consequence to skeptics
who dare question the government's accounts and
pronouncements—Marrs cuts through the wild
speculation and the attempts to silence critical
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thinkers to tell the true story of this secret cabal. He
investigates their origin as “The Ancient and
Illuminated Seers of Bavaria,” the depiction on the
United States one-dollar bill of an all-seeing eye and
pyramid on the reverse of the Great Seal of the
United States, the Protocols—or procedures—for
usurping national governments and gaining world
domination, the symbolism found in today's
international corporate logos, Knights Templar,
assassins, Skull and Bones, whistle blowers, the
revolutions in France, Russia, and America, and
much, much more. Wealth, power, and intrigue come
together in this in-depth exposé on the Illuminati,
their history, connections to powerful people, and
their place in modern America.
Entering the world of conspiracy theories and secret
societies is like stepping into a distant, parallel
universe where the laws of physics have completely
changed: black means white, up is down, and if you
want to understand what’s really going on, you need
a good reference book. That’s where Conspiracy
Theories & Secret Societies For Dummies comes in.
Whether you’re a skeptic or a true believer, this
fascinating guide, packed with the latest information,
walks you through some of the most infamous
conspiracy theories — such as Area 51 and the
assassination of JFK — and introduces you to such
mysterious organizations as the Freemasons, the
Ninjas, the Mafia, and Rosicrucians. This behind-thePage 13/23
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curtain guide helps you separate fact from fiction and
helps you the global impact of these mysterious
events and groups on our modern world. Discover
how to: Test a conspiracy theory Spot a sinister
secret society Assess the Internet’s role in fueling
conspiracy theories Explore world domination
schemes Evaluate 9/11 conspiracy theories Figure
out who “they” are Grasp the model on which
conspiracy theories are built Figure out whether what
“everybody knows” is true Distinguish on
assassination brotherhood from another Understand
why there’s no such thing as a “lone assassin” Why
do hot dogs come in packages of ten, while buns
come in eight-packs? Everybody knows its a
conspiracy, right? Find out in Conspiracy Theories &
Secret Societies For Dummies.
An exploration of the influence of secret societies on
the formative documents and symbols of the United
States • Reveals the Founding Fathers’ spiritual
vision for America as encoded in the Great Seal •
Traces the influence of the Iroquois League of
Nations upon the Constitution • Exposes the deep
connections the Founding Fathers had with the
Freemasons and other secret societies All children
growing up in America learn who the Founding
Fathers were. Most, however, never learn of the
founders’ connections to the Freemasons, the
Rosicrucians, and other esoteric orders. In Founding
Fathers, Secret Societies Robert Hieronimus
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investigates these important connections and how
their influence can be traced throughout our most
significant national documents and symbols,
especially the Great Seal. He reveals in detail how
the reverse of the Great Seal--which appears on the
back of the one-dollar bill--is a blueprint that conveys
the secret destiny of America. By understanding the
kabbalistic meaning of the Great Seal’s reverse, he
shows how our current era presents unique
opportunities for the fulfillment of our Founding
Fathers’ spiritual vision.
Provides a behind-the-scenes glimpse into the
world's most notorious secret societies, chronicling
their origins, history, initiations, rituals, beliefs,
activities, secret signs, members, and influence.
An expose of the dark and critical role secret
societies play within the ruling families in America
and their influence on American democracy, current
events, and world history. • Reveals the enormous
influence secret societies still have on contemporary
American life. • Shows how the secret Masonic cells
that smuggled in the democratic ideals inspiring the
American Revolution also enabled the future elite of
the new society to build huge fortunes. Elite and
secret societies have always been a major force in
the history of Western civilization. The alliances
formed in secret societies such as the Knights
Templar, the Knights of Christ, and the Freemasons
transcended patriotism and religious beliefs and had
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a powerful influence on the establishment of the
United States of America. While these secret
associations of merchants, smugglers, occultists,
gamblers, spies, and slavers succeeded in freeing
the United States from foreign domination, the dark
side is that the elite used their secret connections to
further their own wealth and power. These secret
cells did not hesitate to sponsor the assassination of
a president and even attempted to break up the
union on several occasions when it was deemed
expedient. From the Sons of Liberty and the Essex
Junto to the Ku Klux Klan, secret societies have
played critical roles in building the fortunes of
America's elite. Now Steven Sora reveals in alarming
detail how secretive societies continue to wield
power even today as organizations such as Yale's
Skull & Bones unite America's modern ruling families
as strongly as Masonic Lodges once connected the
Astors, Livingstons, and Roosevelts. Their immense
power and wealth allow this elite to control America
to an even greater degree than the Templars once
dominated Europe.
This unique history of the Civil War considers the
impact of nineteenth-century American secret
societies on the path to as well as the course of the
war. Beginning with the European secret societies
that laid the groundwork for freemasonry in the
United States, Mark A. Lause analyzes how the Old
World's traditions influenced various underground
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groups and movements in America, particularly
George Lippard's Brotherhood of the Union, an
American attempt to replicate the political secret
societies that influenced the European Revolutions
of 1848. Lause traces the Brotherhood's various
manifestations, including the Knights of the Golden
Circle (out of which developed the Ku Klux Klan),
and the Confederate secret groups through which
John Wilkes Booth and others attempted to
undermine the Union. This book shows how, in the
years leading up to the Civil War, these clandestine
organizations exacerbated existing sectional
tensions and may have played a part in key events
such as John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry,
Lincoln's election, and the Southern secession
process of 1860-1861.
Secret societies exist all over the world. Almost
anyone you meet may be a member of one. To
gather firsthand information on these exotic cults,
Arkon Daraul traveled throughout Europe and the
Middle East. He attended ceremonies of clandestine
organizations in major cities and respectable
suburbs, and studied the archives of major academic
institutions. After much painstaking work, the author
put together this classic collection of esoteric
practices. Here are details, never before revealed,
regarding the signs, passwords, rituals, and beliefs
of several different major secret societies, whose
influence in our world should not be
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underestimated:-The Latter Days of the AssassinsThe Rise and Fall of the Knights Templar-The Secret
Rites of Mithra-The Castrators of Russia-False Cults
and Societies-The Secrets of the Witches-The Cult
of the Black Mother-The Rosicrucians-Tongs of
Terror
Cats, the new special edition from LIFE, takes an indepth look at the world's most popular pet, the only
domesticated animal that remains almost as wild as
its ancient ancestors, which might explain why they
rarely do what we want them to do or as we expect
them to do. Cats looks at the history of the house
cat, secrets of cat behavior, and what you've always
wondered: what exactly do cats do all day long when
we're away at work or at school? Plus, the historic
animosity between cats and dogs--how much is true,
how much is manufactured? We also look at "miracle
cats," adoption success stories, and this special
edition features lots of great pictures of (what else?)
cats.
"Twins Ethan and Ella go on an adventure in
Greece, where they learn about the mystery-solving
Society of Apollo"-They generate fear, suspicion, and—above
all—fascination. Secret societies thrive among us, yet
they remain shrouded in mystery. Their secrecy
suggests, to many, sacrilege or crime, and their
loyalties are often accused of undermining
governments and tipping the scales of justice. The
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Freemasons, for example, hold more seats of power
in the U.S. government than any other organization.
No fewer than sixteen presidents have declared their
Masonic affiliation, and there may have been more.
Secret societies have infiltrated pop culture as well.
Celebrity members of Kabbalah include Madonna,
Demi Moore, and Elizabeth Taylor, among others.
From the Mafia and the Yakuza to the Priory of Sion,
Skull and Bones and the Templars, Reynolds offers
an illuminating and entertaining exploration of the
stories—confirmed and fabricated—that surround
these societies, as well as provides detailed
information on their origins, initiations, rituals, and
secret signs. Dispelling myths and providing gripping
revelations—such as a direct historical link between
the Assassins of the Middle Ages and today’s Al
Qaeda—Secret Societies gives us a smart, surprising
look at the best known and often least understood
covert organizations.
Claims and counter-claims. Accusations and
allegations. NSA spying and suppressed evidence.
Cover-ups and threats. Documented connections
and intrigue. Suggestions of a New World Order. Are
we to believe the coincidences are mere chance?
Might the paranoid be on to something? Who really
holds the levers of power? History admonishes us to
be vigilant of hidden plots and nefarious agendas of
governments and the powerful. Shedding light onto
sometimes sinister and coercive groups, Secret
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Societies: The Complete Guide to Histories, Rites,
and Rituals is packed with details on nearly 200
organizations, their histories, found members,
backgrounds, and suspected conspiracies. It
uncovers and examines the hidden, overlooked, and
buried history of some of the most notorious groups,
including the Illuminati, the Freemasons, Skull and
Bones, World Bankers, the Secret Government, and
extraterrestrial invaders, to name a few. Tracing the
chilling and corrosive affects of powerful cliques and
their plots, it exposes their deep reach into the
operations of today's world. Providing gripping
details, presenting the facts, and letting the reader
decide, this revealing work probes the hidden
agendas and agreements of secret cabals and
associations. Along the way, it debunks myths and
presents the evidence on an invisible world of
influence and power.
For centuries, humans have had a fascination with secret
societies. Some societies that are hundreds of years old - like
the Illuminati and the Freemasons - are still relevant today.
Or, at least, they are thought to be. But why? After all this
time, why do people still care about things like that? Whatever
it is, Inside Secret Societies gets to the bottom of it. We're
taking the oath to reveal some of the more secretive of the
secret societies, as well as some of the less secretive ones.
Packed with plenty of minutiae and little known facts, this will
be popular addition to those into manifestos.
The "Nine Unknown Men" are a fictional secret society
founded by the Mauryan Emperor Asoka around 270 BC to
preserve and develop knowledge that would be dangerous to
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embodiment of good and face up against nine Kali
worshippers, who sow confusion and masquerade as the true
sages. The story surrounds a priest called Father Cyprian
who is in possession of the books but who wants to destroy
them out of Christian piety, and a number of other characters
who are interested in learning their contents. The nine books
entrusted to the Nine Unknown contain information on (1)
Propaganda and Psychological warfare, (2) Physiology,
including secrets concerning the "touch of death", (3)
Microbiology, (4) Alchemy, (5) Communication, including
communication with extraterrestrials, (6) Gravity, and antigravity devices (Vimanas, mythological flying machines of
ancient India), (7) Cosmology, including hyperspace and timetravel, (8) Light, and a technology capable of modifying the
speed of light and (9) Sociology, including rules predicting the
rise and fall of empires.
• Details the rise and fall of this famous and infamous Order,
including its penetration of Bavarian society and its
destruction by the Bavarian government • Explains the
Bavarian Illuminati’s grades, rituals, ceremonies, and
fundamental philosophies and examines the leaders of the
Order • Contains the only surviving record of documents that
were destroyed during the two World Wars The most
celebrated secret society in the world, the original Order of
the Illuminati was founded by Bavarian professor Adam
Weishaupt in 1776. Although the Order was banned and
brought down by the Bavarian Elector when he became
aware of the extent to which it had infiltrated the courts,
schools, and his own administration. Charting the rise and fall
of this infamous Order, this book first published in French in
1915 and never before available in English remains the
definitive history of the order of the Bavarian Illuminati and
their founder, Adam Weishaupt. Many of the documents the
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during the two World Wars, making this book the only
surviving record of many of the order’s secrets. It is also
significant for its history of contemporary Masonic Orders
such as the Templar Strict Observance and Von Hund’s
Templar Freemasonry. The author explains the Bavarian
Illuminati’s grades, rituals, and ceremonies as well as its
fundamental philosophies. He examines the leaders of the
Order, including Weishaupt, Baron Knigge, and Xavier von
Zwack. He reveals how Weishaupt early on decided to
subvert the existing German Freemason Lodge as a shortcut
to gain esoteric hegemony over the occult world, all in order
to extend Illuminati influence into the society at large and the
government. The author also provides extensive detail of the
Order’s eventual destruction by the Bavarian government. In
addition to its revelation of little known secrets of the Illuminati
Order, the author also sheds new light on much of the occult
life of this time, including the activities of figures such as
Cagliostro and Mirabeau and other active groups such as
Freemason chapters, the Rosicrucians, and the Martinists.
An overview of how esoteric brotherhoods have shaped
history • Examines the secret chronology and clandestine
causes of seminal world events • Shows how secret societies
feed into one another, and how they have worked together
For thousands of years secret societies--guardians of ancient
esoteric wisdom--have exercised a strong and often crucial
influence on the destiny of nations. Though largely ignored by
orthodox historians, the Freemasons, Knights Templar, and
Rosicrucians affected the course of the French and American
Revolutions as well as the overthrow of the medieval feudal
order. Inevitably, the true ideals and esoteric practices of
these societies have, at times, been perverted by self-serving
individuals. The Nazis and the Bolsheviks, British security
forces, the founding fathers of America, and the Vatican have
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mystic ideals of secret societies. Michael Howard explores
these connections, tracing their effects in politics and
statecraft from the time of ancient Egypt up to the present. He
sheds light on the influence of secret societies on
governments and in the lives of many well-known figures,
including Frederick the Great, John Dee, Francis Bacon,
Benjamin Franklin, Comte de Cagliostro, Helena Blavatsky,
Rasputin, and Woodrow Wilson. He contends that the recent
formation of the European Union was directed by an umbrella
group of secret societies and reveals that though secret
societies have been persecuted throughout history, they have
survived and continue to operate powerfully in world affairs
today.
Grounded in extensive historical research, this eye-opening
survey reveals the long-undervalued role secret societies
have played in American history. • Based on scholarly
research, this book appeals to both academics and the
general public • Sheds light on familiar figures from American
history • Includes photographs
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