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The Crying Of Lot 49 Thomas
Pynchon
A Time magazine and New York Times Best Book of the Year
Charles Mason (1728–1786) and Jeremiah Dixon
(1733–1779) were the British surveyors best remembered for
running the boundary between Pennsylvania and Maryland
that we know today as the Mason-Dixon Line. Here is their
story as reimagined by Thomas Pynchon, featuring Native
Americans and frontier folk, ripped bodices, naval warfare,
conspiracies erotic and political, major caffeine abuse.
Unreflectively entangled in crimes of demarcation, Mason and
Dixon take us along on a grand tour of the Enlightenment’s
dark hemisphere, from their first journey together to the Cape
of Good Hope, to pre-Revolutionary America and back to
England, into the shadowy yet redemptive turns of their later
lives, through incongruities in conscience, parallaxes of
personality, tales of questionable altitude told and intimated
by voices clamoring not to be lost. Along the way they
encounter a plentiful cast of characters, including Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington, and Samuel Johnson, as well
as a Chinese feng shui master, a Swedish irredentist, a
talking dog, and a robot duck. The quarrelsome, daring,
mismatched pair—Mason as melancholy and Gothic as Dixon
is cheerful and pre-Romantic—pursues a linear narrative of
irregular lives, observing, and managing to participate in the
many occasions of madness presented them by the Age of
Reason.
Proceedings of a symposium, held as a satellite meeting of
the Second World Congress of Neuroscience, at the
University of Bremen in August 1987. An overview of lesioninduced neural plasticity in such areas as the spinal cord;
vertibular, oculomotor, visual, and olfactory systems; the
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cerebellum; and the cerebral cortex. Many diagrams, charts,
and illustrations. Some implications for the general
understanding of neural plasticity are discussed. The title
essay was published in 1984 in New Left Review, and a
number of the other essays presented here also appeared in
previous publications, sometimes in an earlier form. Jameson
(comparative literature, Duke. ) evaluates the concept of
postmodernism and surveys developments in a wide range of
fields--market ideology, architecture, painting, installment art,
film, video art, literature. Annotation copyrighted by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR
A fireman in charge of burning books meets a revolutionary
school teacher who dares to read. Depicts a future world in
which all printed reading material is burned.
After learning that she is the executor of her ex-lover's will,
Oedipa Maas starts a strange journey through Southern
California in the 1960s.
“This is one of those special novels—a piece of working
magic, warm, funny, and sane.”—Thomas Pynchon The
whooping crane rustlers are girls. Young girls. Cowgirls, as a
matter of fact, all “bursting with dimples and hormones”—and
the FBI has never seen anything quite like them. Yet their
rebellion at the Rubber Rose Ranch is almost overshadowed
by the arrival of the legendary Sissy Hankshaw, a white-trash
goddess literally born to hitchhike, and the freest female of
them all. Freedom, its prizes and its prices, is a major theme
of Tom Robbins’s classic tale of eccentric adventure. As his
robust characters attempt to turn the tables on fate, the
reader is drawn along on a tragicomic joyride across the
badlands of sexuality, wild rivers of language, and the
frontiers of the mind.
Beginning its life as the sensational entertainment of the
eighteenth century, the novel has become the major literary
genre of modern times. Drawing on hundreds of examples of
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famous novels from all over the world, Marina MacKay
explores the essential aspects of the novel and its history:
where novels came from and why we read them; how we
think about their styles and techniques, their people, plots,
places, and politics. Between the main chapters are longer
readings of individual works, from Don Quixote to Midnight's
Children. A glossary of key terms and a guide to further
reading are included, making this an ideal accompaniment to
introductory courses on the novel.
A New York Times Notable Book of the Year, a Washington
Post Best Book of the Year Spanning the era between the
Chicago World’s Fair of 1893 and the years just after World
War I, and constantly moving between locations across the
globe (and to a few places not strictly speaking on the map at
all), Against the Day unfolds with a phantasmagoria of
characters that includes anarchists, balloonists, gamblers,
drug enthusiasts, mathematicians, mad scientists, shamans,
spies, and hired guns. As an era of uncertainty comes
crashing down around their ears and an unpredictable future
commences, these folks are mostly just trying to pursue their
lives. Sometimes they manage to catch up; sometimes it’s
their lives that pursue them.

"Enjoy this hilarious collection of satires, reviews, news,
poems, and short stories from The Satirist: America's
Most Critical Journal."--P. [4] of cover.
A study guide for Thomas Pynchon's "The Crying of Lot
49", excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students series. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
Part noir, part psychedelic romp, all Thomas
Page 3/18

File Type PDF The Crying Of Lot 49 Thomas
Pynchon
Pynchon—Private eye Doc Sportello surfaces,
occasionally, out of a marijuana haze to watch the end of
an era In this lively yarn, Thomas Pynchon, working in an
unaccustomed genre that is at once exciting and
accessible, provides a classic illustration of the principle
that if you can remember the sixties, you weren't there.
It's been a while since Doc Sportello has seen his exgirlfriend. Suddenly she shows up with a story about a
plot to kidnap a billionaire land developer whom she just
happens to be in love with. It's the tail end of the
psychedelic sixties in L.A., and Doc knows that "love" is
another of those words going around at the moment, like
"trip" or "groovy," except that this one usually leads to
trouble. Undeniably one of the most influential writers at
work today, Pynchon has penned another unforgettable
book.
Winner of the 1974 National Book Award “A screaming
comes across the sky. . .” A few months after the
Germans’ secret V-2 rocket bombs begin falling on
London, British Intelligence discovers that a map of the
city pinpointing the sexual conquests of one Lieutenant
Tyrone Slothrop, U.S. Army, corresponds identically to a
map showing the V-2 impact sites. The implications of
this discovery will launch Slothrop on an amazing
journey across war-torn Europe, fleeing an international
cabal of military-industrial superpowers, in search of the
mysterious Rocket 00000, through a wildly comic
extravaganza that has been hailed in The New Republic
as “the most profound and accomplished American
novel since the end of World War II.”
"Pynchon's California is the first book to examine
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Thomas Pynchon's use of California as a setting in his
novels. Contributors explore such topics as the
relationship of the "California novels" to Pynchon's more
historical and encyclopedic works; the significance of
California's beaches, deserts forests, freeways, and
"hieroglyphic" suburban sprawl; the California-inspired
noir tradition; and the surprising connections to be
uncovered between drug use and realism, melodrama
and real estate, private detection and the sacred."--P. 4
of cover.
The Merchant of Venice has been performed more often
than any other comedy by Shakespeare. Molly Mahood
pays special attention to the expectations of the play's
first audience, and to our modern experience of seeing
and hearing the play. In a substantial new addition to the
Introduction, Charles Edelman focuses on the play's
sexual politics and recent scholarship devoted to the
position of Jews in Shakespeare's time. He surveys the
international scope and diversity of theatrical
interpretations of The Merchant in the 1980s and 1990s
and their different ways of tackling the troubling figure of
Shylock.
Increasing specialization within the discipline of English
and American Studies has shifted the focus of scholarly
discussion toward theoretical reflection and cultural
contexts. These developments have benefitted the
discipline in more ways than one, but they have also
resulted in a certain neglect of close reading. As a result,
students and researchers interested in such material are
forced to turn to scholarship from the 1960s and 1970s,
much of which relies on dated methodological and
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ideological presuppositions. The handbook aims to fill
this gap by providing new readings of texts that figure
prominently in the literature classroom and in scholarly
debate ? from James’s The Ambassadors to
McCarthy’s The Road. These readings do not revert
naively to a time “before theory.” Instead, they distil the
insights of literary and cultural theory into concise
introductions to the historical background, the themes,
the formal strategies, and the reception of influential
literary texts, and they do so in a jargon-free language
accessible to readers on all levels of qualification.
Stephen King's legendary debut, the bestselling smash hit
that put him on the map as one of America's favorite writers
"Gory and horrifying. . . . You can't put it down." —Chicago
Tribune Unpopular at school and subjected to her mother's
religious fanaticism at home, Carrie White does not have it
easy. But while she may be picked on by her classmates, she
has a gift she's kept secret since she was a little girl: she can
move things with her mind. Doors lock. Candles fall. Her
ability has been both a power and a problem. And when she
finds herself the recipient of a sudden act of kindness, Carrie
feels like she's finally been given a chance to be normal. She
hopes that the nightmare of her classmates' vicious taunts is
over . . . but an unexpected and cruel prank turns her gift into
a weapon of horror so destructive that the town may never
recover.
“Later than usual one summer morning in 1984 . . .” On
California’s fog-hung North Coast, the enchanted redwood
groves of Vineland County harbor a wild assortment of sixties
survivors and refugees from the “Nixonian Reaction,” still
struggling with the consequences of their past lives. Aging
hippie freak Zoyd Wheeler is revving up for his annual act of
televised insanity when news reaches that his old nemesis,
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sinister federal agent Brock Vond, has come storming into
Vineland at the head of a heavily armed Justice Department
strike force. Zoyd instantly disappears underground, but not
before dispatching his teenage daughter Prairie on a dark
odyssey into her secret, unspeakable past. . . . Freely
combining disparate elements from American popular
culture—spy thrillers, ninja potboilers, TV soap operas, sci-fi
fantasies—Vineland emerges as what Salman Rushdie has
called in The New York Times Book Review “that rarest of
birds: a major political novel about what America has been
doing to itself, to its children, all these many years.”
A compelling intellectual and literary history of midcentury
America In a midcentury American cultural episode forgotten
today, intellectuals of all schools shared a belief that human
nature was under threat. The immediate result was a glut of
dense, abstract books on the "nature of man." But the
dawning "age of the crisis of man," as Mark Greif calls it, was
far more than a historical curiosity. In this ambitious
intellectual and literary history, Greif recovers this lost line of
thought to show how it influenced society, politics, and culture
before, during, and long after World War II. During the 1930s
and 1940s, fears of the barbarization of humanity energized
New York intellectuals, Chicago protoconservatives,
European Jewish émigrés, and native-born bohemians to
seek "re-enlightenment," a new philosophical account of
human nature and history. After the war this effort diffused,
leading to a rebirth of modern human rights and a new power
for the literary arts. Critics' predictions of a "death of the
novel" challenged writers to invest bloodless questions of
human nature with flesh and detail. Hemingway, Faulkner,
and Richard Wright wrote flawed novels of abstract man.
Succeeding them, Ralph Ellison, Saul Bellow, Flannery
O'Connor, and Thomas Pynchon constituted a new guard
who tested philosophical questions against social
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realities—race, religious faith, and the rise of technology—that
kept difference and diversity alive. By the 1960s, the idea of
"universal man" gave way to moral antihumanism, as new
sensibilities and social movements transformed what had
come before. Greif's reframing of a foundational debate takes
us beyond old antagonisms into a new future, and gives a
prehistory to the fractures of our own era.
Fourth-grader Mason struggles to enjoy playing basketball
after his best friend persuades him to join a team, and learns
that the dog-hating lady next door is not so bad after all.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER USA TODAY
BESTSELLER NATIONAL INDIE BESTSELLER THE
WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER Recommended by
Entertainment Weekly, Real Simple, NPR, Slate, and Oprah
Magazine #1 Library Reads Pick—October 2020 #1 Indie Next
Pick—October 2020 BOOK OF THE YEAR (2020)
FINALIST—Book of The Month Club A “Best Of” Book From:
Oprah Mag * CNN * Amazon * Amazon Editors * NPR *
Goodreads * Bustle * PopSugar * BuzzFeed * Barnes &
Noble * Kirkus Reviews * Lambda Literary * Nerdette * The
Nerd Daily * Polygon * Library Reads * io9 * Smart Bitches
Trashy Books * LiteraryHub * Medium * BookBub * The Mary
Sue * Chicago Tribune * NY Daily News * SyFy Wire *
Powells.com * Bookish * Book Riot * Library Reads Voter
Favorite * In the vein of The Time Traveler’s Wife and Life
After Life, The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue is New York
Times bestselling author V. E. Schwab’s genre-defying tour
de force. A Life No One Will Remember. A Story You Will
Never Forget. France, 1714: in a moment of desperation, a
young woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever—and
is cursed to be forgotten by everyone she meets. Thus begins
the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, and a dazzling
adventure that will play out across centuries and continents,
across history and art, as a young woman learns how far she
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will go to leave her mark on the world. But everything
changes when, after nearly 300 years, Addie stumbles across
a young man in a hidden bookstore and he remembers her
name. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold
without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Potsdam,
course: HS: From Poe to Akunin: Highlights of the
international Mystery Story in literature and film, language:
English, abstract: This paper is building up on postmodern
patterns of fragmentation, loneliness and disorientation. The
Quest is a central storytelling technique - in times where
traditional ways of living and social constellations fade and
the grand narratives have lost their guiding functions, people
have to "mind-map" their own routes through a fagmentary
world. The paper establishes the quest form in the 1966 book
by Pynchon and draws lines of tradition to Jarmusch's 2005
Browken Flowers.
The highly original satire about Oedipa Maas, a woman who
finds herself enmeshed in a worldwide conspiracy, meets
some extremely interesting characters and attains a not
inconsiderable amount of self-knowledge.

Greece in the age of Heroes. Patroclus, an awkward
young prince, has been exiled to the kingdom of
Phthia. Here he is nobody, just another unwanted
boy living in the shadow of King Peleus and his
golden son, Achilles. Achilles, 'best of all the
Greeks', is everything Patroclus is not - strong,
beautiful, the child of a goddess - and by all rights
their paths should never cross. Yet one day, Achilles
takes the shamed prince under his wing and soon
their tentative companionship gives way to a
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steadfast friendship. As they grow into young men
skilled in the arts of war and medicine, their bond
blossoms into something far deeper - despite the
displeasure of Achilles's mother Thetis, a cruel and
deathly pale sea goddess with a hatred of mortals.
Fate is never far from the heels of Achilles. When
word comes that Helen of Sparta has been
kidnapped, the men of Greece are called upon to lay
siege to Troy in her name. Seduced by the promise
of a glorious destiny, Achilles joins their cause, Torn
between love and fear for his friend, Patroclus
follows Achilles into war, little knowing that the years
that follow will test everything they have learned,
everything they hold dear. And that, before he is
ready, he will be forced to surrender his friend to the
hands of Fate. Profoundly moving and breathtakingly
original, this rendering of the epic Trojan War is a
dazzling feat of the imagination, a devastating love
story, and an almighty battle between gods and
kings, peace and glory, immortal fame and the
human heart.
This volume explores the complex fiction of Thomas
Pynchon within the context of 1960s counterculture.
Contains more than 500 notes keyed to the "2006
Harper Perennial Modern Classics", the "1986
Harper Perennial Library", and the 1967 Bantam
editions. This edition adds quotations and
paraphrases drawn from criticism published since
1994. It includes more than fifty annotations that
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have been added and eighty annotations that have
been expanded.
Literature Review from the year 2012 in the subject
English - Literature, Works, grade: A-, University of
Pittsburgh, language: English, abstract: The paper is
a basic literature paper on the theme of Simulacrum
withing the book The Crying of Lot 49. Simulacrum is
the inferior reproduction of another object, such as
Muzaq trying to represent classical music.
Throughout this book, the main character finds
herself in many situations where simulacrum occurs,
such as the Beatle's rip-off band within the book.
Compiling five short stories originally written
between 1959 and 1964, Slow Learner showcases
Thomas Pynchon’s writing before the publication of
his first novel V. The stories compiled here are “The
Small Rain,” “Low-lands,” “Entropy,” “Under the
Rose,” and “The Secret Integration,” along with an
introduction by Pynchon himself.
A finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, The Plague of
Doves—the first part of a loose trilogy that includes
the National Book Award-winning The Round House
and LaRose—is a gripping novel about a longunsolved crime in a small North Dakota town and
how, years later, the consequences are still being
felt by the community and a nearby Native American
reservation. Though generations have passed, the
town of Pluto continues to be haunted by the murder
of a farm family. Evelina Harp—part Ojibwe, part
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white—is an ambitious young girl whose grandfather,
a repository of family and tribal history, harbors
knowledge of the violent past. And Judge Antone
Bazil Coutts, who bears witness, understands the
weight of historical injustice better than anyone.
Through the distinct and winning voices of three
unforgettable narrators, the collective stories of two
interwoven communities ultimately come together to
reveal a final wrenching truth. Bestselling author
Louise Erdrich delves into the fraught waters of
historical injustice and the impact of secrets kept too
long.
The Crying of Lot 49 is widely recognized as a
significant contemporary work that frames the desire
for meaning and the quest for knowledge within the
social and political contexts of the '50s and '60s in
America. In the introduction to this collection of
original essays on Thomas Pynchon's important
novel, Patrick O'Donnell discusses the background
and critical reception of the novel. Further essays by
five experts on contemporary literature examine the
novel's "semiotic regime" or the way in which it
organizes signs; the comparison of postmodernist
Pynchon and the influential South American writer,
Jorge Luis Borges; metaphor in the novel; the
novel's narrative strategies; and the novel within the
cultural contexts of American Puritanism and the
Beat movement. Together, these essays provide an
examination of the novel within its literary, historical,
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and scientific contexts.
This uninvited collaboration between Mr. Pynchon
and myself explores the original text of The Crying of
Lot 49, with the added narrative of the dead Pierce
Invararity throughout. This voice acts almost as
Oedipa Maas’s conscious, suggesting that he lives
on in her mind while the story unfolds. He also
speaks to the audience and to other characters
within the book (who, of course, are completely
oblivious). I tried to derive from the original text as
much as I could about Pierce, deeming him
obscenely rich, manipulative, and pompous. This, as
you will see, becomes very apparent rather quickly.
The Pulitzer Prize–winning author’s “astonishing”
debut novel, about a son’s struggle to find his own
identity and integrity (The New York Times). Michael
Chabon, author of The Amazing Adventures of
Kavalier & Clay, Moonglow, and The Yiddish
Policeman’s Union, is one of the most acclaimed
talents in contemporary fiction. The Mysteries of
Pittsburgh, published when Chabon was just twentyfive, is the beautifully crafted debut that propelled
him into the literary stratosphere. Art Bechstein may
be too young to know what he wants to do with his
life, but he knows what he doesn’t want: the life of
his father, a man who laundered money for the mob.
He spends the summer after graduation finding his
own way, experimenting with a group of brilliant and
seductive new friends: erudite Arthur Lecomte, who
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opens up new horizons for Art; mercurial Phlox, who
confounds him at every turn; and Cleveland, a poetryreciting biker who pulls him inevitably back into his
father’s mobbed-up world. A New York Times
bestseller, The Mysteries of Pittsburgh was called
“astonishing” by Alice McDermott, and heralded the
arrival of one of our era’s great voices. This ebook
features a biography of the author.
Suffused with rich satire, chaotic brilliance, verbal
turbulence and wild humour, The Crying of Lot 49
opens as Oedipa Maas discovers that she haas
been made executrix of a former lover's estate. The
performance of her duties sets her on a strange
A New York Times besteller! It is 2001 in New York
City, in the lull between the collapse of the dot-com
boom and the terrible events of September 11th.
Silicon Alley is a ghost town, Web 1.0 is having
adolescent angst, Google has yet to IPO, Microsoft
is still considered the Evil Empire. There may not be
quite as much money around as there was at the
height of the tech bubble, but there’s no shortage of
swindlers looking to grab a piece of what’s left.
Maxine Tarnow is running a nice little fraud
investigation business on the Upper West Side,
chasing down different kinds of small-scale con
artists. She used to be legally certified but her
license got pulled a while back, which has actually
turned out to be a blessing because now she can
follow her own code of ethics—carry a Beretta, do
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business with sleazebags, hack into people’s bank
accounts—without having too much guilt about any of
it. Otherwise, just your average working mom—two
boys in elementary school, an off-and-on situation
with her sort of semi-ex-husband Horst, life as
normal as it ever gets in the neighborhood—till
Maxine starts looking into the finances of a computersecurity firm and its billionaire geek CEO,
whereupon things begin rapidly to jam onto the
subway and head downtown. She soon finds herself
mixed up with a drug runner in an art deco
motorboat, a professional nose obsessed with
Hitler’s aftershave, a neoliberal enforcer with
footwear issues, plus elements of the Russian mob
and various bloggers, hackers, code monkeys, and
entrepreneurs, some of whom begin to show up
mysteriously dead. Foul play, of course. With
occasional excursions into the DeepWeb and out to
Long Island, Thomas Pynchon, channeling his inner
Jewish mother, brings us a historical romance of
New York in the early days of the internet, not that
distant in calendar time but galactically remote from
where we’ve journeyed to since. Will perpetrators be
revealed, forget about brought to justice? Will
Maxine have to take the handgun out of her purse?
Will she and Horst get back together? Will Jerry
Seinfeld make an unscheduled guest appearance?
Will accounts secular and karmic be brought into
balance? Hey. Who wants to know? The Washington
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Post “Brilliantly written… a joy to read… Bleeding
Edge is totally gonzo, totally wonderful. It really is
good to have Thomas Pynchon around, doing what
he does best.” (Michael Dirda) Slate.com "If not here
at the end of history, when? If not Pynchon, who?
Reading Bleeding Edge, tearing up at the beauty of
its sadness or the punches of its hilarity, you may
realize it as the 9/11 novel you never knew you
needed… a necessary novel and one that literary
history has been waiting for." The New York Times
Book Review Exemplary… dazzling and ludicrous...
Our reward for surrendering expectations that a
novel should gather in clarity, rather than disperse
into molecules, isn’t anomie but delight.” (Jonathan
Lethem) Wired magazine “The book’s real
accomplishment is to claim the last decade as
Pynchon territory, a continuation of the same
tensions — between freedom and captivity,
momentum and entropy, meaning and chaos —
through which he has framed the last half-century."
Thomas Pynchon in Context guides students,
scholars and other readers through the global scope
and prolific imagination of Pynchon's challenging,
canonical work, providing the most up-to-date and
authoritative scholarly analyses of his writing. This
book is divided into three parts. The first, 'Times and
Places', sets out the history and geographical
contexts both for the setting of Pynchon's novels and
his own life. The second, 'Culture, Politics and
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Society', examines twenty important and recurring
themes which most clearly define Pynchon's writing ranging from ideas in philosophy and the sciences to
humor and pop culture. The final part, 'Approaches
and Readings', outlines and assesses ways to read
and understand Pynchon. Consisting of Forty-four
essays written by some of the world's leading
scholars, this volume outlines the most important
contexts for understanding Pynchon's writing and
helps readers interpret and reference his literary
work.
Remarkable, hilarious, and unsettling reimaginations of reality by "a dynamic writer of
extraordinary talent" (New York Times Book
Review). David Foster Wallace was one of America's
most prodigiously talented and original young
writers, and Girl with Curious Hair displays the full
range of his gifts. From the eerily "real," almost
holographic evocations of historical figures such as
Lyndon Johnson and overtelevised game-show
hosts and late-night comedians to the title story, in
which terminal punk nihilism meets Young
Republicanism, Wallace renders the incredible
comprehensible, the bizarre normal, the absurd
hilarious, the familiar strange.
Thomas Pynchon is now recognized as a major
contemporary novelist and perhaps the most
important American writer since Melville. His work is
both richly imaginative and amazingly erudite and
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can be compared, in its complexity, linguistic
playfulness and experimentation and wealth of
allusion, to the work of James Joyce. Aspects of
history, psychology, technology and science, cultural
and political movements, problems of identity and
society and the status and function of fiction and
narrative in the modern world are all dramatized with
extraordinary wit and power. Tony Tanner provides a
brief, comprehensive introduction to his work.
Against the background of Pynchon the man, this
book, originally published in 1982, examines in detail
his early short stories (some of which are not easily
accessible) and offers a guide to the reading of his
novels, V., The Crying of Lot 49 and Gravity’s
Rainbow. Many of Pynchon’s recurrent themes,
from entropy and information theory to his interest in
the operations and divisions of power in the world
since the Second World War, are considered.
Finally, Tony Tanner places Pynchon and his work in
a broader cultural and literary context.
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