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Toni Morrison Sula
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A New York Times Notable Book • This fiery and
provocative novel from the acclaimed Nobel Prize winner weaves a tale about the way
the sufferings of childhood can shape, and misshape, the life of the adult. At the center:
a young woman who calls herself Bride, whose stunning blue-black skin is only one
element of her beauty, her boldness and confidence, her success in life, but which
caused her light-skinned mother to deny her even the simplest forms of love. There is
Booker, the man Bride loves, and loses to anger. Rain, the mysterious white child with
whom she crosses paths. And finally, Bride’s mother herself, Sweetness, who takes a
lifetime to come to understand that “what you do to children matters. And they might
never forget.”
Scholarly Research Paper from the year 2010 in the subject Literature - Africa,
Mohamed I University (literaturevand human sciences), course: extensive reading,
language: English, abstract: The paper approaches an exploration of two major themes
in Sula: social identity and gender subalternity. I would begin with an overview of the
major points that mark the novel, and then shift to violently serious disagreements that
bore reference to the submissive, subaltern position that Sula had to encounter. It is
common sense to assume a certain Manichean worldview, for societies are bound to
declare unorthodox conduct as persona non grata. This will pave the way for questing a
priori justifications to the meaning of reality and illusion. Afterwards, I will emphasize the
social, racial and psychological facets of resistance and representation, which portray
oppressing challenges within society. These result in clear-cut demarcations, which in
the event of being drawn, ontological questions germane to identity prove primordial.
Next, I am highlighting philosophical explanations of self and other based on two critical
angles: androcentrism (i.e. David Hume, Emanuel Kant and Durkheim) and feminism
(i.e. Julia Kristeva and Simone de Beauvoir). I am eventually positioning the debate on
the narrative platform, as being an arena of tension between central self and peripheral
other. The analysis is held from a postmodern perspective. I would therefore attempt to
build a bridge between the discourse of Morrison, who is addressing her message in
the name of Sula, and that of postmodernism, which is a deviation from representation
and a turn towards self-reflexiveness.
As girls, Nel and Sula shared each other's discoveries and dreams in the poor black
mid-West of their childhood. Then Sula ran away to live her dreams and Nel got
married. Ten years later Sula returns and no one, least of all Nel, trusts her. SULA is
the
WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION FROM NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR
TAYARI JONES “How can a novel’s social criticism be so unflinching and clear, yet its
plot moves like a house on fire? I am tempted to describe Petry as a magician for the
many ways that The Street amazes, but this description cheapens her talent . . . Petry
is a gifted artist.” — Tayari Jones, from the Introduction The Street follows the spirited
Lutie Johnson, a newly single mother whose efforts to claim a share of the American
Dream for herself and her young son meet frustration at every turn in 1940s Harlem.
Opening a fresh perspective on the realities and challenges of black, female, workingclass life, The Street became the first novel by an African American woman to sell more
than a million copies.
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Toni Morrison's "Beloved" is probably the most widely studied work of contemporary
fiction, both in the United States and abroad. The novel appeals to readers across
various disciplines; as such, it is now required reading in courses in English and
American literature, feminist and multicultural critiscism, and American history in
universities and colleges around the world. The novel's universal appeal, with its unique
structure and compelling story, has made it the subject of numerous scholarly essays
published in reference journals. To make the best of these essays more accessible to
university students, this book offers a volume of selected essays with a criticial
introduction and annotated bibliography.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The acclaimed Nobel Prize winner powerfully examines
our obsession with beauty and conformity—and asks questions about race, class, and
gender with her characteristic subtly and grace. In Morrison’s bestselling first novel,
Pecola Breedlove—an 11-year-old Black girl in an America whose love for its blond, blueeyed children can devastate all others—prays for her eyes to turn blue: so that she will
be beautiful, so that people will look at her, so that her world will be different. This is the
story of the nightmare at the heart of her yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment.
Here, Morrison’s writing is “so precise, so faithful to speech and so charged with pain
and wonder that the novel becomes poetry” (The New York Times).
'Extravagantly beautiful... Enormously, achingly alive... A howl of love and rage, playful
and funny as well as hard and bitter’ New York Times As young girls, Nel and Sula
shared each other's secrets and dreams in the poor black mid-West of their childhood.
Then Sula ran away to live her dreams and Nel got married. Ten years later Sula
returns and no one, least of all Nel, trusts her. Sula is a story of fear – the fear that traps
us, justifying itself through perpetual myth and legend. Cast as a witch by the people
who resent her strength, Sula is a woman of uncompromising power, a wayward force
who challenges the smallness of a world that tries to hold her down. ‘What a force her
thoughts have been and how grateful we must be that they were offered to us in this
extremely challenging age’ Alice Walker, Guardian BY THE NOBEL PRIZE-WINNING
AUTHOR OF BELOVED Winner of the PEN/Saul Bellow award for achievement in
American fiction
The latest novel from Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison. An angry and self-loathing
veteran of the Korean War, Frank Money finds himself back in racist America after
enduring trauma on the front lines that left him with more than just physical scars. His
home--and himself in it--may no longer be as he remembers it, but Frank is shocked out
of his crippling apathy by the need to rescue his medically abused younger sister and
take her back to the small Georgia town they come from, which he's hated all his life.
As Frank revisits the memories from childhood and the war that leave him questioning
his sense of self, he discovers a profound courage he thought he could never possess
again. A deeply moving novel about an apparently defeated man finding himself--and
his home.
Essay from the year 2012 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 100,
West Chester University of Pennsylvania, course: African American Literary Theory,
language: English, abstract: Toni Morrison's Sula is an extremely complex work of
fiction that some argue functions as parable, satire, or Black-feminist writing. However,
the complexity of the tale of Sula and Nel's lives requires analysis including all of these
elements. Morrison skillfully blends together gender roles with the binary opposition as
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she includes Biblical allusions to give clues to the characters' personalities and future
actions as they struggle against their community. It becomes clear to the reader
through the characters' actions and thoughts, that the world, which the Bottom created
for itself, is inherently contradictory as the citizens of the community struggle to
maintain binary thinking. Sula and Shadrack represent the evil (or at least
unacceptable) in the traditional good/evil binary that the Bottom's community upholds.
Both Sula and Shadrack face ostracization because of the negativity that is attached to
them. Shadrack, however, chooses to live within the acceptable boundaries of the
community with his celebration of Suicide Day. The community sees his celebration as
bizarre, but in no way a threat to their existence as the years pass (Morrison 15).
Essay from the year 2011 in the subject Cultural Studies - Black Studies, , language:
English, abstract: This paper approaches an exploration of two major themes in Sula:
social identity and gender subalternity. I would begin with a general presentation of the
major points that mark this Oscar-winning novel, and then shift to violently serious
disagreements that bear reference to the submissive, subaltern position that Sula, on
behalf of every woman of color, has to embrace. As the novel, as well as a bundle of
essays and articles explain, the protagonist is weary of all that binds her to submission,
and has thus decided to follow her own way of life. The analysis is held from a
Postmodern perspective. I would therefore attempt to build a bridge between the
discourse of Morrison, who is addressing her message in the name of Sula, and that of
postmodernism, which is a deviation from representation and a turn towards selfreflexiveness. I am eventually describing the societal tension between Sula and her
fellow denizens, who are caught up in an arena of contest the ground of which is
experience and circumstances.
On the occasion of her acceptance of the National Book Foundation Medal for
Distinguished Contribution to American Letters on the sixth of November, 1996, Nobel
laureate Toni Morrison speaks with brevity and passion to the pleasures, the difficulties,
the necessities, of the reading/writing life in our time.
40 or 50 families control the economies of Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, the
Philippines and Indonesia. Their interests range from banking to property, from shipping
to sugar, from vice to gambling. 13 of the 50 richest families in the world are in South
East Asia yet they are largely unknown outside confined business circles. Often this is
because they control the press and television as well as everything else. How do they
do it? What are their secrets? And is it good news or bad for the places where they
operate? Joe Studwell explosively lifts the lid on a world of staggering secrecy and
shows that the little most people know is almost entirely wrong.
A box set of Toni Morrison's principal works, featuring The Bluest Eye (her first novel), Beloved
(Pulitzer Prize winner), and Song of Solomon (National Book Critics Award winner). Staring
unflinchingly into the abyss of slavery, Beloved transforms history into a story as powerful as
Exodus and as intimate as a lullaby. This spellbinding novel tells the story of Sethe, a former
slave who escapes to Ohio, but eighteen years later is still not free. In The New York Times
bestselling novel, The Bluest Eye, Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl, prays every day for
beauty and yearns for normalcy, for the blond hair and blue eyes, that she believes will allow
her to finally fit in. Yet as her dream grows more fervent, her life slowly starts to disintegrate in
the face of adversity and strife. With Song of Solomon, Morrison transfigures the coming-ofage story as she follows Milkman Dead from his rustbelt city to the place of his family's origins,
introducing an entire cast of strivers and seeresses, liars and assassins, the inhabitants of a
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fully realized black world. This beautifully designed slipcase will make the perfect holiday and
perennial gift.
Ravishingly beautiful and emotionally incendiary, Tar Baby is Toni Morrison’s reinvention of
the love story. Jadine Childs is a black fashion model with a white patron, a white boyfriend,
and a coat made out of ninety perfect sealskins. Son is a black fugitive who embodies
everything she loathes and desires. As Morrison follows their affair, which plays out from the
Caribbean to Manhattan and the deep South, she charts all the nuances of obligation and
betrayal between blacks and whites, masters and servants, and men and women.
From the acclaimed Nobel Prize winner: Two girls who grow up to become women. Two
friends who become something worse than enemies. This brilliantly imagined novel brings us
the story of Nel Wright and Sula Peace, who meet as children in the small town of Medallion,
Ohio. Nel and Sula's devotion is fierce enough to withstand bullies and the burden of a dreadful
secret. It endures even after Nel has grown up to be a pillar of the black community and Sula
has become a pariah. But their friendship ends in an unforgivable betrayal—or does it end?
Terrifying, comic, ribald and tragic, Sula is a work that overflows with life.
A collection of the Pulitzer-Prize winning oral historian's remarkable conversations with some
of the greatest luminaries of theatre and film. Among the many highlights are Buster Keaton
explaining the wonder of unscripted silent comedy and interviews with Arthur Miller, Edward
Albee, and Tennessee Williams. Because Studs knows his subjects' work intimately, he asks
precisely the right questions to elicit the most revealing responses.
What exactly is goodness? Where is it found in the literary imagination? Toni Morrison, one of
American letters’ greatest voices, pondered these perplexing questions in her celebrated
Ingersoll Lecture, delivered at Harvard University in 2012 and published now for the first time.
Perhaps because it is overshadowed by the more easily defined evil, goodness often escapes
our attention. Recalling many literary examples, from Ahab to Coetzee’s Michael K, Morrison
seeks the essence of goodness and ponders its significant place in her writing. She considers
the concept in relation to unforgettable characters from her own works of fiction and arrives at
conclusions that are both eloquent and edifying. In a lively interview conducted for this book,
Morrison further elaborates on her lecture’s ideas, discussing goodness not only in literature
but in society and history—particularly black history, which has responded to centuries of
brutality with profound creativity. Morrison’s essay is followed by a series of responses by
scholars in the fields of religion, ethics, history, and literature to her thoughts on goodness and
evil, mercy and love, racism and self-destruction, language and liberation, together with close
examination of literary and theoretical expressions from her works. Each of these contributions,
written by a scholar of religion, considers the legacy of slavery and how it continues to shape
our memories, our complicities, our outcries, our lives, our communities, our literature, and our
faith. In addition, the contributors engage the religious orientation in Morrison’s novels so that
readers who encounter her many memorable characters such as Sula, Beloved, or Frank
Money will learn and appreciate how Morrison’s notions of goodness and mercy also reflect
her understanding of the sacred and the human spirit.
Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies Literature, grade: 2,3, University of Koblenz-Landau, language: English, abstract: This term
paper deals with the novel Sula by Toni Morrison. Since the novel is written by an AfricanAmerican writer it contains the different association of good and evil mentioned above. In
addition, Sula deals with typical African-American folklore and through this blurs the lines
between good and evil. Therefore, this paper will at first explain how good and evil are
understood in African-American culture. The main part is an analysis of different scenes and
characters in Sula. It will show how good and evil are treated in Sula, in consideration of the
given examples in the first part. In the end, a conclusion will concentrate on the different views
and possible interpretations of Sula and other main characters, from a Western and AfricanPage 4/7
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American point of view.
A new edition of the classic New York Times bestseller edited by Toni Morrison, offering an
encyclopedic look at the black experience in America from 1619 through the 1940s with the
original cover restored. “I am so pleased the book is alive again. I still think there is no other
work that tells and visualizes a story of such misery with seriousness, humor, grace and
triumph.”—Toni Morrison Seventeenth-century sketches of Africans as they appeared to
marauding European traders. Nineteenth-century slave auction notices. Twentieth-century
sheet music for work songs and freedom chants. Photographs of war heroes, regal in uniform.
Antebellum reward posters for capturing runaway slaves. An 1856 article titled “A Visit to the
Slave Mother Who Killed Her Child.” In 1974, Middleton A. Harris and Toni Morrison led a
team of gifted, passionate collectors in compiling these images and nearly five hundred others
into one sensational narrative of the black experience in America—The Black Book. Now in a
newly restored hardcover edition, The Black Book remains a breathtaking testament to the
legendary wisdom, strength, and perseverance of black men and women intent on freedom.
Prominent collectors Morris Levitt, Roger Furman, and Ernest Smith joined Harris and Morrison
(then a Random House editor, ultimately a two-time Pulitzer Prize–winning Nobel Laureate) to
spend months studying, laughing at, and crying over these materials—transcripts from fugitive
slaves’ trials and proclamations by Frederick Douglass and celebrated abolitionists, as well as
chilling images of cross burnings and lynchings, patents registered by black inventors
throughout the early twentieth century, and vibrant posters from “Black Hollywood” films of the
1930s and 1940s. Indeed, it was an article she found while researching this project that
provided the inspiration for Morrison’s masterpiece, Beloved. A labor of love and a vital link to
the richness and diversity of African American history and culture, The Black Book honors the
past, reminding us where our nation has been, and gives flight to our hopes for what is yet to
come. Beautifully and faithfully presented and featuring a foreword and original poem by Toni
Morrison, The Black Book remains a timeless landmark work.
Au cœur de l'Amérique profonde, deux petites filles noires s'inventent une autre vie, plus riche,
plus drôle, plus libre surtout que la dure réalité qui les entoure. L'âge venant, Sula la rebelle
part rouler sa bosse dans les grandes villes alors que Nel, la sage, accomplit sa vocation de
mère et d'épouse. Quarante ans après, elles font leurs comptes, s'opposent et incarnent
chacune à sa manière la farouche énergie de la femme noire face aux hommes si vulnérables.
BLACK BOOK is just another poetic chapter in the life of Mose Xavier Hardin Jr. I have
changed and grown over the years overcoming depression, loneliness and a great deal of
pain. I have managed to find love again in my 50s. I have managed to survive countless trials
with racism and discrimination. I have managed to survive prostate cancer. I have learned to
pick my battles and my friends more carefully. I have learned I still have so much more to say!
Essay from the year 2012 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 100, West
Chester University of Pennsylvania, course: African American Literary Theory, language:
English, abstract: Toni Morrison’s Sula is an extremely complex work of fiction that some
argue functions as parable, satire, or Black-feminist writing. However, the complexity of the tale
of Sula and Nel’s lives requires analysis including all of these elements. Morrison skillfully
blends together gender roles with the binary opposition as she includes Biblical allusions to
give clues to the characters’ personalities and future actions as they struggle against their
community. It becomes clear to the reader through the characters’ actions and thoughts, that
the world, which the Bottom created for itself, is inherently contradictory as the citizens of the
community struggle to maintain binary thinking. Sula and Shadrack represent the evil (or at
least unacceptable) in the traditional good/evil binary that the Bottom’s community upholds.
Both Sula and Shadrack face ostracization because of the negativity that is attached to them.
Shadrack, however, chooses to live within the acceptable boundaries of the community with
his celebration of Suicide Day. The community sees his celebration as bizarre, but in no way a
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threat to their existence as the years pass (Morrison 15).
A Study Guide for Toni Morrison's "Sula," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more.
For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
A biography of the black woman whose cruel experiences as a slave in the South led her to
seek freedom in the North for herself and for others through the Underground railroad.
Family. Faith. Secrets. Everything in this world comes full circle. When Ruby King’s mother is
found murdered in their home in Chicago’s South Side, the police dismiss it as another act of
violence in a black neighborhood. But for Ruby, it’s a devastating loss that leaves her on her
own with her violent father. While she receives many condolences, her best friend, Layla, is the
only one who understands how this puts Ruby in jeopardy. Their closeness is tested when
Layla’s father, the pastor of their church, demands that Layla stay away. But what is the price
for turning a blind eye? In a relentless quest to save Ruby, Layla uncovers the murky loyalties
and dangerous secrets that have bound their families together for generations. Only by facing
this legacy of trauma head-on will Ruby be able to break free. An unforgettable debut novel,
Saving Ruby King is a powerful testament that history doesn’t determine the present and the
bonds of friendship can forever shape the future.
WINNER OF THE AMERICAN BOOK AWARD Powerhouse, world-renowned LGBTQ poet
and spoken-word artist Staceyann Chin curates the first full-length collection of her poems.
Crossfire collects Staceyann Chin's empowering, feminist-LGBTQ-Caribbean, activist-driven
poetry for the first time in a single book. According to The New York Times, Chin is “sassy,
rageful and sometimes softly self-mocking.” The Advocate says that her poems, “combine
hilarious one-liners with a refusal to conform” and note “Chin is out to confront more than just
the straight world.”
“They shoot the white girl first. With the rest they can take their time.” So begins Toni
Morrison's Paradise, which opens with a horrifying scene of mass violence and chronicles its
genesis in an all-black small town in rural Oklahoma. Founded by the descendants of freed
slaves and survivors in exodus from a hostile world, the patriarchal community of Ruby is built
on righteousness, rigidly enforced moral law, and fear. But seventeen miles away, another
group of exiles has gathered in a promised land of their own. And it is upon these women in
flight from death and despair that nine male citizens of Ruby will lay their pain, their terror, and
their murderous rage. In prose that soars with the rhythms, grandeur, and tragic arc of an epic
poem, Toni Morrison challenges our most fiercely held beliefs as she weaves folklore and
history, memory and myth into an unforgettable meditation on race, religion, gender, and a faroff past that is ever present.
Nobel laureate Toni Morrison is one of the most widely studied of contemporary American
authors. Her novels, particularly Beloved, have had a dramatic impact on the American canon
and attracted considerable critical commentary. This 2007 Companion introduces and
examines her oeuvre as a whole, the first evaluation to include not only her famous novels, but
also her other literary works (short story, drama, musical, and opera), her social and literary
criticism, and her career as an editor and teacher. Innovative contributions from internationally
recognized critics and academics discuss Morrison's themes, narrative techniques, language
and political philosophy, and explain the importance of her work to American studies and world
literature. This comprehensive and accessible approach, together with a chronology and guide
to further reading, makes this an essential book for students and scholars of African American
literature.
Selected critical interpretations of Dostoyevsky's novel Crime and Punishment..
The intense friendship shared by two African American women raised in an Ohio town changes
when one of them leaves to roam the countryside and returns ten years later.
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